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VANILLA ICE WINS AN AWARD! 


FOR MORE ON THE 2007 ESCALADE, VISIT CADILLAC.COM. ( 


THE NEW ESCALADE 


STARTING AT $57,280* 


AVAILABLE 22" CHROME WHEELS 


: *As shown $60,275. MSRP. Tax. title, license, dealer fees and other optional equipment extra 
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Feel Good, Inc. | NPR News for Tuesday... 


Gorillaz 7AM ET News Summary 


Demon Days 


Music Podcasts Photos 


Watch your iPod. Introducing the new iPod: The world’s best way to enjoy music now lets you enjoy 


Home movies TV shows Music videos 


music videos and TV shows from iTunes; plus a whole lot more. 30GB and 60GB. From $299; # iPod 


PHYSICS ELEVATED TO AN ART FORM. 


We take the best optics on the planet and make them a vision of art. 
It's there between the hard-edge lines of our new Oil Drum™ eyewear. 
Aggressive contours that optimize your peripheral view. And Oakley's 
patented High Definition Optics® that raises science to the level of art. 


<> OAKLEY 
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OAKLEY HIGH DEFINITION OPTICS” 
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DAVE CHAPPELLE 


International man of mystery 
Dave Chappelle returns—sort 
of—with a revealing new hip-hop 
concert film and a whole lot of 
explaining to do. 


33 THINGS YOU SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT THE STROKES 


Brush up your Strokes trivia and 
impress your friends with this 
insider's guide to the Uber-hip 
princes of modern rock. 


KRISTIN CAVALLARI 


The Laguna Beach bombshell 
totally swears she's really not a 
bitch—she's just, like, you know, 
really honest. 


SPEND OUR CASH: 
HAWTHORNE HEIGHTS 

The emo-rock puppies risk 

their carefully mussed haircuts 
wrestling with WWE bruiser Edge, 
all on Blender's dime. 


GEAR ’O6: INTELLIGENT 
DESIGN 


Prepare to drool over the 
most coveted audio and video 
technology known to man ... 
and monkey! 


ROCK’S CRAZIEST 
EXTREMISTS 


Musicians don't just care about 
sex, drugs and rock & roll-some 
of them have harebrained 
political agendas, too! 


JUVENILE 


New Orleans's preeminent 
hip-hop star takes Blender ona 
walking tour through the rubble 
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REGULARS 


LETTERS 


WHO DOES KID ROCK 
THINK HE IS? 

The clown prince of rap- 
rock says all he wants is to 
entertain you. Just don't try 
to shake his hand. 


BURNER 


The Arctic Monkeys take 
over the world, Ricky 
Martin hits the beach and 
Gisele rocks the mic. Plus: 
Courtney Love appears in 
public—sober! 


WHERE TO FIND YOUR 
FAVORITE PERFORMERS IN 
THIS MONTH'S BLENDER 
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CAVALLARI, KRISTIN, 


CLAPTON, ERIC, 
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REALITY TV 

HALL OF FAME 

From Vanilla Ice getting his 
lights punched out to Ozzy 
Osbourne falling over in his 
chair, musicians have done 
their part in putting the 
“reality” in reality TV. 


DEAR SUPERSTAR: 
PINK 

The newly domesticated 
wild child answers 

your questions on 
vegetarianism, lesbianism 
and carrying-a- 
handgunism. 


THE GREATEST SONGS 


EVER; “LAYLA” 


Infidelity, betrayal and 

ancient Persian poetry 
all played a part in Eric 
Clapton's signature hit, 


ASK BLENDER 


The Rolling Stones, Bono, 
Bob Dylan and more. 


KRISTIN CAVALLARI 


JEFF LIPSKY 


THE GUIDE 


NEW RELEASES 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs, the Arctic 
Monkeys, Pink and more. 


TOP 33 CHART 


REISSUES 

Old-school hip-hop, Cheap 
Trick, Merle Haggard, 
Santana and more. 


LIVE! 


Avenged Sevenfold 


MOVIES AND DVDS 
V for Vendetta, Brick, 
All the President's Men 
and more. 


GAMES 
The Godfather, TimeShift, 


» Metal Gear Solid 3: 


Subsistence and more. 
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BLENDER'S PROMOTIONAL SECTION 


GUEST LIST 


COMPETITIONS, EVENTS AND OTHER FUN STUFF 
WE THOUGHT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 


On January 27 and 

28, Blender and The 

Jeep Brand rocked the 

Winter X Games 

in Aspen with Blender 

House on Ice, a week- 

end-long music and 
extreme sports extravaganza. During 
the day, X Games athletes such as Hana 
Beaman and Travis Rice enjoyed catered 
meals by Mezzaluna, got sports massages, 
checked out Oakley gear and picked up 
swag from Nintendo, Rhoto V. Eye Drops 
and Blender. 

At night, over 350 guests rocked 

out to a private performance by 
old-school punk rockers, The Vandals, 
challenged each other on the latest 
Nintendo gaming systems, and 
recharged with complimentary hors 
d'oeuvres and Red Bull cocktails. 


gnn2 
Silver Medalist Hana Beaman and ESPN 
Reporter Luciana Quaresma 


ESPN interview with Brian Deegan 
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SEE NO EVIL? 


BE A VISIONARY. WEAR THE TAG 


100% OF NET PROCEEDS FROM EMPOWERMENT TAG SALES GO TO YOUTHAIDS. FIND THEM AT ALDO STORES AND ONLINE. 


From February 2006 to December 2006 ALDO will be selling empowerment tags. 100% of the net proceeds will benefit YouthAIDS. For more information about this program, please visit www.youthaids-aldo.org or www.aldoshoes.com. 
The YouthAIDS® name and emblem are used with the permission of Population Services International, which in no way constitutes an endorsement, express or implied, of any product, service, company or individual. 


JOHN MAYER 


SPEAK NO EVIL? 


A NEW HIV INFECTION OCCURS EVERY SIX SECONDS 
RAISE YOUR VOICE. WEAR THE TAG 


WWW.YOUTHAIDS-ALDO.ORG 


100% OF NET PROCEEDS FROM EMPOWERMENT TAG SALES GO TO YOUTHAIDS. 
FIND THEM AT ALDO STORES AND ONLINE. 


From February 2006 to December 2006 ALDO will be selling empowerment tags. 100% of the net proceeds will benefit YouthAIDS”. For more information about this program, please visit wwwyouthaids-aldo.org or www.aldoshoes.com. 
The YouthAIDS” name and emblem are used with the permission of Population Services International, which in no way constitutes an endorsement, express or implied, of any product, service, company or individual. 
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AVRIL LAVIGNE 


HEAR NO EVIL? 


MAKE SOME NOISE. WEAR THE TAG 


100% OF NET PROCEEDS FROM EMPOWERMENT TAG SALES GO TO YOUTHAIDS. FIND THEM AT ALDO STORES AND ONLINE. 


From February 2006 to December 2006 ALDO will be selling empowerment tags. 100% of the net proceeds will benefit YouthAIDS". For more information about this program, please visit www.youthaids-aldo.org or www.aldoshoes.com. 
The YouthAIDS” name and emblem are used with the permission of Population Services International, which in no way constitutes an endorsement, express or implied, of any product, service, company or individual. 


BLENDER’S PROMOTIONAL SECTION 


PARIS HILTON AND KELLY OSBOURNE» DAMIEN MARLEY 
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GUEST LIS 


This January, Blender, Tao Las Vegas and 
Budweiser partied in Park City, Utah, as 
they hosted another amazing edition of 
Blender Sessions: five nights of hot live 
performances and celebrity DJ sets. 

The glitterati, including Paris Hilton, 
Jessica Biel, Eve, Gael Garcia Bernal, Diego 
Luna, Kelly Osbourne, Bai Ling, Wilmer 
Valderrama and Rob Thomas, enjoyed 
Budweiser Select, the Buddha-enhanced 
decor and sets from Damien Marley, Metal 
Skool and Broken Social Scene and a 


N IGHTCLUB nightly soundtrack spun by Samantha 


Re ST an 
Ronson, Good Charlottes's Joel and Benji 
SUNDANCE Madden and DJ Reach. 
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HARD-CORE! 
| was really taken aback by your Black 
Eyed Peas article [March]. In this 
age of A&R machines spewing out 
untalented one-hit wonders, it was so 
inspiring to read about a band that not 
only has a history with one another but 
have also earned everything they have 
today. Suffering through humiliating 
jobs like shoveling horse manure, 
moving back in with parents and crip- 
pling drug addictions? That's hard- 
core. | can take or leave their music, 
but their perseverance is an inspira- 
tion to young artists everywhere. 

SCOTT STROUT, EDMOND, OK 


YOU DO THE METH 
| think anyone who wants their kid to 
become a star should read your Black 
Eyed Peas piece and, in particular, the 
stuff about Fergie. Pretending you 
have bulimia to hide your crystal meth 
habit? That's messed up! 

KELLY NEALE, LOS ANGELES 


A STAR IS BLOWN UP 
| would just like to point out that will. 
i.am. from the Black Eyed Peas is 

not the first person to suggest that 
Luke Skywalker killed a lot of inno- 
cent people on the Death Star. That 
would be the character of Randal in 
Kevin Smith's Clerks, who, more than 
a decade ago, argued that the Death 
Star, at the time of its destruction, 
was doubtless populated by numerous 
independent contractors. ("Do you 


IF POP STARS weve DOGS... 


Send us a photo with your 
name and address and who 
your pooch happily resem- 
bles. If we print it, you'll win 
a Harman Kardon TC 30 
universal remote control. 


JOEY RAMONE 
THE POP STAR 


BEASLEY 
THE DOG 


Don't worry, Fergie, we'll Photoshop in the tropical beach later. 


think the average stormtrooper knows 
how to install a toilet main? All they 
know is killing and white uniforms.”) Of 
course, he was talking about the still- 
in-construction DS from Return of the 
Jedi, not the fully operational one that 
got zapped in Star Wars. 

JON SAYEGH, EDISON, NJ 
Of course. 


YOU'LL NEVER FIND ANOTHER LOU 
As soon as | heard that Lou Rawls had 
died, | knew I'd see his face on the next 
spine of Blender. Sure enough, there 
were his lyrics to “You'll Never Find 
Another Love Like Mine” (“You're gonna 
miss my lovin"). 

BEN SHAPIRO, MIAMI 


GOOD VIBRATORS 

Why is it that women get to have all 

the fun? I'm referring to the news story 

in your March issue about the iPod 

attachment that's also a vibrator. How 

about something to “satisfy” us guys? 
NED SACCENTI, CORINTH, MS 

An iPod that's also a moustache-waxer? 

Now, that's a great idea! 


GRAVE THOUGHTS 
Although there were some glaring 
omissions in your “50 Awesomely 
Dead Rock Stars” feature [March]—no 
Nico?—it was a great read. It also 
got me thinking—how much more 
awesome would music be these days 
if Kurt Cobain, Jeff Buckley and John 
Lennon were still with usP 

ALEX MCIVER, ALCOA, TN 


FIRE STARTER 

'm writing to complain about a double 

standard. When Eminem rapped about 

killing his wife, people were lining up 

to give him shit for it. So why is it OK 

for Miranda Lambert [“Tex Appeal,” 

March] to sing about setting an ex and 

his new lover on fire? It's just sexist. 
KEVIN ROKER, GOLDSBORO, NC 


What's wrong with being sexy? 


PRYOR CONVICTIONS 

Kudos for not only your “SO 
Awesomely Dead Rock Stars” article 
but also for paying tribute to the 
most awesome comedian of all time, 
Richard Pryor. I'm laughing now > 


OBERT KNIGHT/RETNA LTD, 
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Don’t be the next Billy Joe Cuthbert. 
(2nd round draft pick, Utah Jazz,’89) 


RET 


EVERYONE 


NBA js a trademark of NBA Properties, inc. 7 ald f 
property, that are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, tnc., “ahd the respoclve NBA 


NBA Properties, inc. All nights reserved. ©2005 Sony Computer Entertainment America 
Pla Station eC EsmRi World. Play In Ours.” is a registered trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment America 
y ) ) Network Adaptor (for PlayStations2) and memory card (8MB) (each sold separately). 
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Life in the NBA is hard. Life out of it is even harder. Introducing NBA ’06 The Life, Vol. 1, the game mode that 
puts you in the shoes of an NBA rookie. Develop your overall game, make the right moves and you'll be making 
the big bucks. Don’t, and you'll be coaching Jr. High like Billy Joe. Rookie life too tough for you? No sweat. 
NBA ’06 is the complete.sim, featuring all-new Showtime Gameplay, with 16 new mini games and online play 
that lets you take it coast to coast. So, you ready for life in the NBA? featuring 


To find out more about Billy Joe Cuthbert, log on to www.dontbethenext.com. 

“identifications reproduced on this product are trademarks and copyrighted designs, and/or other forms of intellectual 
member teams and may not be used, in whole or in part, without the prior written consent of NBA Properties, Inc. ©2005 
Inc. “PlayStation” and the “PS" Family logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. “Live In Your 
Inc. Online icon is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. Online play requires Internet connection, 


LIVE IN YOUR WXRLD. 
PLAY IN OURS? 


LETTERS 


Miranda Lambert: 
“Whiplash? What - 
whiplash?” S 


as | think of his sketch about the time boxer 
Leon Spinks got busted for $1.50 worth of 
cocaine. “How do you get busted for a dollar- 
fifty-worth of cocaine? That shit would evapo- 
rate when you opened the packet!" Pryor would 
probably know. For all his problems, Pryor was 
the funniest guy ever to stick it to The Man. RIP. 
PATRICK LEIDA, HARRISVILLE, PA 


KORNY 
| think it's great that Korn had rappers play 
them in their video for “Twisted Transistor" 
(Burner, March]. Now, if only the band could get 
someone else to play their music, too ... 

MARC DOPPELTI, DENNING, NY 
We kind of saw that one coming. 


LETTER MAKE HULK LAUGH! 
| hope when Yellowcard, in the course of spend- 
ing their $848, met Lou Ferrigno at Gold's Gym 
in Venice [March], they didn't make him angry. 
Because they really wouldn't like him when 
he's angry. 

ERIC MATLIN, SOUTHOLD, NY 


FOUL! 
| just don't believe Reverend Run when he 
says in your Dear Superstar interview [March] 
that his son “ran into my elbow" when they 
were playing basketball. Why should IP No one 
believes me when | use that excuse. 

KIERNAN VELLAM, HUNTSVILLE, AL 


FOUL! (PART 2) 
How could you run a list about the unusual 
professions of rock stars’ parents ["Tex 
Appeal") without mentioning that rapper- 
jazzman Gil Scott-Heron’s old man was one of 
the first black soccer players in Scotland? 
DENNIS LIPSKY, DENVER, CO 
You'd be amazed how easy it was. 


SPEAKING BLUNTLY 
As someone who shares a surname with James 
Blunt, | just want to say how happy | am that | 


22_-She's got long blonde hair and deep blue eyes: 


SUPERFAN 


Willie Nelson and Ryan Manca 


don't live in England, having read about his high 
school nickname. 

ANTHONY BLUNT, TAOS, NM 
Readers who don't recall last month's back page 
interview with Mr. Blunt may care to reach for their 
rhyming dictionaries ... 


FATHER TO BLENDER 

| recently read the “Platinum Records" sidebar 
in your Ashlee Simpson feature [December 
2005], and | noticed in one of the categories 

| was listed as a “chronically apologetic felon- 
father." I'd just like to ask, would it be better if 
| was the type of person who didn't apologize? 
Or should | have dragged things out to prove 
the truth at the cost of pain to others? The 
thing is, we Lohans do live under the scrutiny 
of the public eye. Do you think that if a good 
percentage of America was put under the 


CONGRATULATIONS TO CHARLES KOTSIOPOULOS 
OF CANTON, MA, 


. WHO SCORED A TAO WIRELESS 


MEDIA PLAYER. 


/\ got all | ever need when that girl Is by my side 


BRINGING OUT THE STALKER IN YOU SINCE 200) 


Steven Tyler and Chelssy Liuzza 


same scrutiny, their mistakes wouldn't match 
up or even surpass my own? Please, give me a 
break! Believe me, if you only knew the truth, 
you wouldn't see things as you do! Regardless, 
| am sorry, | made the wrong choices and | don't 
deny it. | caused my family a lot of embarrass- 
ment, and | don’t blame them for being upset. 
But they know me, and they know what kind of 
person | am and that's all that matters to me. 
They also know that I'll make it up to them, as 
this experience really made me open my eyes. 
To some, an apology is nothing, but to me, it 
means a lot because it's from my heart. Take it 
for what it's worth. 

MICHAEL LOHAN, COLLINS CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, COLLINS, NY 
KING(S) OF ROCK 
It was a very Run-D.M.C. issue, Blender. First, 
your inclusion of Jam Master Jay at No. 34 on 
your “SO Most Awesomely Dead Rock Stars” 
list, then your Reverend Run Dear Superstar 
and you close with lyrics from the great “Sucker 
MCs" on the bottom of your back page ("You 
got to know where to start (when the beats 
commence)". 

RAQUEL DORREDO, NEW YORK CITY 
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Los Alamitaary 


Legendary Albums Remastered, Restored And Expanded 
With Previously Unreleased Demos, Alternate Takes And 


Live Performances On 2 Discs In Special Packaging. 
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‘MELISSA ETHERIDGE LYNYRD SKYNYRD 


* « Greatest Hits _ Gimme Back My Bullets [CD/DVD Set] 
The Road Less Traveled [CD/DVD Set] The Original Album Expanded With Bonus Tracks 


ROB ZOMBIE 
Hellbilly Deluxe [CD/DVD Set) 


Complete Video Album + 2 Bonus Remix Videos. 
17 Songs From 17 Years Including 5 New Recordings. Plus A Full Length DVD Featuring Performances 9 Previously Unreleased Videos! 
DVD Features Exclusive New Interview, Rare Videos, From The Original Line-Up’s 1975 Appearance On All Directed By Rob Zombie. : 
~ Television Performances, And Bonus Features. BBC Old Grey Whistle Test! Expanded Packaging With New Artwork! & 


BS ae NEW ALBUM EDUCATED HORSES IN STORES 3.28 


BEST BUY EXCLUSIVE. 


FREE 


WITH PURCHASE OF ANY 
DELUXE EDITION TITLE! 


. is WS it ee DELUXE 
THE ALLMAN ars EDITION 
BROTHERS BAND ERIC CLAPTON Disraeli Gears MARVIN GAYE SAMPLER 
Live At Fillmore East Ad Osean What's Going On Vv Vv Vv 
Boulevard 
A i 


ELTON JOHN BOB MARLEY 


Captain Fantastic And LYNYRD SKYNYRD & THE WAILERS NINE INCH NAILS 
The Brown Dirt Cowboy One More Legend 


The Downward Spiral 
From The Road 


THE BIG CHILL 


‘ WEEZER SO Naseer! ot 
Soundtrack EASY RIDER THE WHO. Wa ka 
Soundtrack Who’s next ds 0 Posi ties | 
PARENTAL SSS 
A D | | § 0 R y ES a GOTO universaldeluxeedition.com ~~ 
0 learn more abo’ . tc 
EXPLICIT CONTENT parental advisory program, FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SS 


go to www.parentalguide.org ON THIS GROUND BREAKING SERIES 


WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


(TIO 


REEVE OLIVER 


PRESENTED BY: 


TOUR DATES 


POMONA, NJ — THE SPORTS COMPLEX 

WILLIAMSPORT, PA — LYCOMING COLLEGE 

COLLEGE STATION, TX — REED ARENA 

FORT COLLINS, CO — MOBY ARENA @ COLORADO STATE 
MT PLEASANT, MI — ROSE ARENA 

DARTMOUTH, MA — TRIPP ATHLETIC CENTER 

TOWSON, MD — TOWSON UNIVERSITY — BURDICK 
BROCKPORT, NY — SUNY- BROCKPORT 

CARBONDALE, IL — SIU ARENA - SOUTH ILLINOIS 
CHAMPAIGN, IL — UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS - CHAMPAIGN 
COLUMBUS, OH — JEROME SCHOTTENSTEIN CENTER 


SEE FOR ADDITIONAL DATES 


ARCTIC MONKEYS: KEVIN TRAGESER; LEE: RICHARD YOUNG/REX USA; LIGHTBODY: TIM WHITBY/WIREIMAGE.COM 


04.06 


VANE 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW... AND PLENTY YOU DON’T! 


MONKEYMANIA! 


THE ARCTIC MONKEYS ARE THE FASTEST-SELLING NEW ACT IN BRITISH MUSIC 
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HISTORY. HOW COME? BLENDER ASKS A SELECTION OF U.K. EXPERTS ... 


THE FAN 


“A mate told me about 
them, and it was cool 
because you could down- 
load tons of their music for 
free. Mostly I'm into hip- 
hop, but their lyrics work 
the same way. Scenarios 
about dodgy blokes in 
stolen cars, trouble getting 
into a club, dramas you can 
relate to.” 

PETER STANNARD, 15, LONDON 


THE LOCAL 
NEWSPAPERMAN 


“Alex has written songs 
that make you feel like 
teenagers are a cool, smart, 
spiky alien race again.” 
DAVID DUNN, 38, 

MUSIC EDITOR, 
SHEFFIELD 
STAR 


The Arctic Monkeys, * 
left to right: Andy Nicholson, 
| Alex Turner, Matt Helders, 


Jamie Cook. 
7, 


A 


THE RECORD 
COMPANY BOSS 


“They're a breath of 
fresh air. Whatever People 
Say | Am, That's What I'm 
Not will last for many years. 
They embrace what 
it’s like to be a 
youth in Britain." 


THE T-SHIRT 
SALESMAN 

“| Bet You Look Good 
on the Dancefloor’ was the 
first thing | heard. They're 
sharp and punky and a real 
teenager's in-joke: Fuck 
the industry, recruit fans on 
your computer.” 


ANDY ALLEN, 43, CEO, BACKSTREET 
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISING 


THE HIGH SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL 


“They were smashing 
lads. Hard-working and 
clearly interested in music 
class. But we can't take 
credit for their success, they 
did it themselves. They've 
got a knack for depicting 
their own lives. They're a 
credit to the school.” 

JAN FEATHERSTONE, STOCKS- 
BRIDGE SCHOOL, SHEFFIELD 


THE RADIO DJ 

“XFM was the first U.K. 
station to playlist the band, 
and it's been Monkey may- 
hem since. They're great 
because their songs speak 
directly about teenage life 
today. They look like boys 
next door, but they're really 
a reaction to both manu- 
factured pop and the indie 
inferiority complex.” 
JOHN KENNEDY, 40, DJ, XFM 


THE RECORD STORE 
OWNER 

“Last May they told fans 
on the Internet to buy their 
debut single, ‘Fake Tales of 
San Francisco,’ at our shop 
without telling even us. 
The place was overrun! And 
that's part of the appeal: 
The fans own them.” 
NEIL BROWN, 42, CO-OWNER, 
SISTER RAY RECORDS 


THE STYLIST 


“They have no style—but 
| wouldn't change a thing. 
They look like four blokes 
hanging round outside a 
fish & chip shop. The music 
reflects that, although it's 
incredibly well put together; 
Alex's eye for lyrical detail 
is amazing.” 

HARRIS ELLIOT, 32, ROCK 
BAND STYLIST AND IMAGE 
CONSULTANT 


THE ROCK STAR 


“You cannot hear ‘Fake 
Tales ..." and NOT want to 
throw your beer over your 
shoulder and charge onto 
the indie disco dancefloor. 


The Arctic Monkeys are 
being 18, but in band 
form. Alex's lyrics are 
pure poetry.” 


GARY LIGHTBODY, 29, 
SINGER, SNOW PATROL 


THE PUNDIT 
“The Arctic Monkeys 
splice slangy hip-hop chutz- 
pah with bonkers punk 
and novelty melodies. To 
American ears expecting 
something radical and 
wild, they'll sound little and 
domestic—more 
* Benny Hill than 
° the Beatles.” 
PAUL MORLEY, 
48, CULTURAL 
CRITIC 
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LOVELY 
LADY LUMPS 


GRAMMY-WINNING DIVA 

STRUTS AND FROLICS IN THE 
CARIBBEAN DURING AN IMPROMPTU 
PHOTO SHOOT 


singer Alex 
Kapranos says his 
band has already 
written I4 songs for 
anew album—often 
betraying an 
unexpected new 
influence. “I think 
Amerie's ‘I Thing’ 

is amazing. That's 
what some of the 
new stuff is sound- 
ing like,” he said. 


underwent an oper- 
ation in January to 
try and reverse the 
sudden hearing loss 
that afflicted her 
last year. Her doctor 
Laura Arias is 
hopeful of success, 
calling the rapper a 
“a strong candidate 
for restoration.” 


————== —— 


While nesting on celeb-friendly Anguilla, 


a very happy Mariah Carey poses as she UPN has signed a 

walks along the beach. eaal deal 
to create a show 
based on the soul 


star's childhood. 
The hour-long 
dramais to be 
written by Felicia 
Henderson, who 
previously worked 
on The Fresh Prince 
of Bel-Air. 


Excited, she pushes the water with her 
foot, throws her arms behind her head 
and contemplates the surf. 


Ss 


eee “| WAS SICK 
i OF ME.” 

With her voluptuousness overpowering the y 

i i -li e TIN TIMBERLAKE 

tiny triangles up top, her model-like move. JUSTH NTIMBEBLAK 


ments nearly cause a nipple slip. FROM RECORDING 


28 Baby, I'm out on a limb/I'm giving in to you again.” 


a 


JUST 


Desperate to generate 
buzz for his new album, 


cor . Naum Kevin Federline smacks 


S —- a hornet's nest. 


PIT ROAST!" 


BRITNEY’S HYPER-VIRILE HUBBY KEVIN FEDERLINE 
TALKS TO BLENDER ABOUT HIS “FIRE” DEBUT 


“THIS IS FIRE!" Kevin Federline yells as 
he plays one of his new songs, “Down 
South," for Blender at Malibu studio the 
Document Room. “This is just pit roast!" 
The Ferrari-driving aspiring rapper is 
readying his as-yet untitled debut for 
an April 25 release date, and he is liking 
what he hears. 

Wearing the ensemble that has 
become his signature look—wifebeater, 
jeans, ponytail, bling—Federline, 28, 
possesses the brazen confidence of 
a multiplatinum hip-hop star, if not 
quite the skills. “I've been quiet for two 
years,” he says. “Now it's my time to 
say, ‘Hey, I'm here, like it or not.” 

The Dirty South-inflected track is a 
contender for second single—following 
the Internet-released baile funkadelic 
“PopoZao"—and it was produced by a 
20-year-old Orange County newcomer 
who calls himself Notes. “He's the ace 
of spades that | have in my back pocket 
right now,” Federline says. “Everybody 
tries to sign him, but that ain’t how we 
do it, so we're gonna get his ass out 
there. He's like the next Timbaland.” 

“Stories Untold,” produced by 
Disco D, touches upon Federline's pre- 
tabloid-staple life. Before attaining 
background-dancing glory, he grew up 
in Fresno, California, “a small town with 
big influences"—namely, omnipresent 
crank and heroin. “Oh, | got caught up in 


it," he says, shaking his head and taking 
a drag of a cigarette. “A lot of just crazy, 
crazy shit went down, so | had to get 
myself out of that situation. Dancing 
brought me out of it.” 

Now settled in his new life, the 
responsibility-laden father of three 
has dedicated time and energy to his 
craft—and something was bound to 
suffer. “I have no golf game anymore,” 
he sighs. “Monday through Friday, | get 
up at 7:30 a.m., train at the gym for two 
hours, then | go to the studio," he says. 
“| have weekends off to see my kids 
and to spend time with my old lady." 

The old lady, meanwhile, has been 
very supportive, but aside from build- 
ing a studio in their home and pitching 
in on a couple of songs “about love,” 
Britney Spears has not been overly 
involved with making the album. “I'm 
gonna wait until | establish myself first. 
That way it won't be like, ‘OK, he used 
her to get ahead,” reasons Federline. 
“| want people to understand that | did 
this myself." 

Without the burden of a record deal, 
Federline and his producers are free to 
release whatever they want, whenever 
they want, via the Internet. And if it 
doesn't work out as planned? “I'll be at 
your local strip club," Federline says, 
flashing a smile, “but I'll be the one 
dancing!" vicroria o€ sinveRIO 


JASON FRASER/LDP WAGES; FEDERLINE: IAN BROOK; TIMBERLAKE GEORGE PIMENTEL/WIREIMAGE.COM 
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WHEN WILL YOUR 
FAVORITE POP STAR 
CROAK? 


#27 PETE DOHERTY 


BIRTH DATE MARCH 12, 1979 
CURRENT AGE 27 
DEATH CALCULATOR 

STARTS AT AGE 79 
CATEGORY YEARS ADDED/SUBTRACTED 
Lower life expectancy for Irish males.  -4 


Authoritarian father: Militant parenting 
creates rebels unable to problem-solve. - 2 


Dysfunctional family: Left home at 17 to 
live with grandmother. -2 


Noggin damage: “Bad blows to the head” 
and “bad hallucinations” (“Colors and 
numbers crawling up my skin") when 
young; has brawls with rivals. -6 


Smoker (-4), hangs out with smokers (-2). - 6 


Neurobic: Singer, songwriter, published poet, 
supposedly admitted to Oxford University. +4 


Jail: Burglary, assault, drugs (has been 
arrested four times since Nov. 05). -6 


Public humiliation: Fired from Libertines 
by Carl Barat due to theft and addictions. - 1 


Crack addiction: Multiple rehab failures. - 8 
Heroin addiction: Multiple rehab failures. - 8 


Alcoholism: Frequent public episodes of drunk- 
enness and intoxicated performances. -6 


Bad influences: Friends are cocaine and 
heroin addicts, potential needle-sharing. - 4 


Career highs: No. 1 album, three top-10 
hits in one year with two different bands. +2 
Self-sabotaging: Misses own gigs. -2 


Overexposure (-1), resulting in death 
threats and anger (says the paparazzi 
are “obsessed”) (-2). -3 


Paranoid: Says people steal his passport 
to prevent his seeing ex-galpal Kate Moss. - 2 


ESTIMATED LIFE EXPECTANCY 25 
PROJECTED YEAR 
OF DEATH 2 0 0 4 


DR. DEMKO, gerontologist: Technically he's 
already dead, but Doherty could resurrect 
himself. However, the only way is through 
long-term, mandatory (as in “hey, the 
windows in my room have bars") rehab. 


32_-cuiter god, guitar god, won't you play me a song/Make it 
sweet, make it sad.” 


NEWS 
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is suing 
an L.A. auto dealer- 
ship for allegedly 
breaking an oral 
agreement to 
deliver two luxury 
sports cars, a 
2004 Lamborghini 
Gallardo and a 
2005 Porsche GT3, 
after the singer 
paid a deposit of 
$20,000. 


Aspokesperson for 


has denied that the 
country star plans 
to remarry recent 
ex-wife Renée 
Zellweger after the 
pair were spot- 

ted together ata 
Nashville sandwich 
shop. 


were 
forced to cancel 
four Japanese 
concerts after Jack 
White developed an 
acute vocal-cord 
problem. The singer 
was under doctors’ 
orders not to speak 
for two weeks. 


“MISERABLE 
COW.” 


ELTON JOHN 


ON MADONNA 


FIERCE! 


Left hand 

goes on the 
strings, Gisele. 

— Ea 


SUPERMODEL GISELE JAMS ONSTAGE WITH PAL 


IN NEW YORK NIGHTCLUB 


BRAZILIAN MODEL Gisele Biindchen was 
caught moonlighting as a guitarist last 
December. Strapping on an acoustic 
guitar, she played backup to her pal, 
budding funk-rocker Chino Maurice, at 
the nightclub Stereo in New York. 

For her first-ever live performance, 
the Victoria's Secret model joined 
Maurice—who has been giving her guitar 
lessons—for two songs and, despite 
her nervousness, proved proficient on 
a Tacoma guitar. The Brazilian siren 
also exercised her vocal cords, quietly 
harmonizing during both numbers. 


Among those in the audience were 
hip-hop impresario Damon Dash, multi- 
genre musician Citizen Cope (a.k.a. 
Clarence Greenwood) and club owner 
Michael Satsky, who was impressed by 
Biindchen's chops. 

“She was definitely a beginner, but 
she didn't miss a note. A very pleasant 
surprise,” said Satsky. As for her voice, 
Satsky compared her to folk icon Joan 
Baez. "It was nice, quiet,” he said. “She 
wasn't belting shit out.” Bliindchen 
declined to comment about her nascent 
musical hobby. Tony mcmenamin 


BLENDER’S BURNING QUESTION 


WHAT WILL BE THE MOST POPULAR ITEM IN 
KANYE WEST’S NEW CLOTHING LINE? 


SURVEY SAYS 


e 
“GEORGE W. 
BUSH DOESN'T CARE 
ABOUT BLACK 
PEOPLE” WRISTBAND 


e 
HAT, SIZED XXXL 
FOR BIG HEADS 


READER WISDOM 


“HOMEBOY SHOULD 
SELL STIGMATA 
GLOVES!” 


LISEL A. 
WALNUT CREEK, CA 


Log on to Blender.com 
for May's “BURNING 
QUESTION.” One 
deserving reader 3 
will have his or her {<= 
comment published 

in the next issue and 

win this SONY ERICSSON 
W600 WALKMAN CELLPHONE. 


DOHERTY: 2Z/GXT/GXN/REX USA; GISELE: THEO WARGO/WIREIMAGE.COM; WEST: WALIK GOSHORN/RETNA LTD.; JOHN: LAWRENCE LUCIER/FILAMAGIC.COM 


(2) 
iS 
z 
S) 
Zz 
o 
> 
x< 
wo 
U 
(2) 
a 
q 
a) 
= 
m 
> 
os) 
nN 
(=) 
oO 
oa 
eS 
Zz 
fo) 
Zz 
o 
> 
x< 
Q 
(2) 
= 


Ronse rane REARS 
Se = 
ed 


be Aelia ee 


— 


H 


ae 


NTONPAY.cOm 


& P > 
= . * 


Ae 
.— 


BURNER | 


Me! 


ALMOST FAMOUS 


KANYE WEST'S OFT-UNEMPLOYED HOMEY HOLDS IT DOWN FOR THE LUNCH-PAIL SET 


BY JOSH EELLS 
PHOTOGRAPH BY MICHAEL LEWIS 


TWENTY-EIGHT-YEAR-OLD Ché Smith, a.k.a. 

Rhymefest, estimates that over the past 15 
years he's held nearly 40 different jobs: substitute 
teacher, McDonald's cashier, court reporter, janitor, 
floral deliveryman, telemarketer, bailiff ... 

“They all sucked,” he says over a turkey sand- 
wich in Manhattan's West Village. “! got fired from 
every one. | once got fired from a dry cleaner's 
after just three hours—that's my record.” 

'Fest traces his troubles to elementary school. 
“Teachers would tell my grandmother, ‘I see him 


SHIRT BY KENNETH COLE. TIE BY SAVILE 
ROW, PANTS BY PIERRE CARDIN AT MEN'S 
WAREHOUSE. SNEAKERS BY ADIDAS. 


AFTER JUST THREE HOURS.” 


doing his work, he just never turns it in.’ And my 
grandmother would say, ‘That little nigga ain't doin’ 
no work—he's writing raps!’” 

But his destiny was cemented in 1997, when 
he met an aspiring producer and fellow South 
Side Chicagoan named Kanye West. After a rocky 
beginning (“I thought Kanye was arrogant, preten- 
tious—you know, everything people say about him 
now"), the two became close friends, and eventu- 
ally collaborators. Rhymefest co-wrote "Jesus 
Walks,” West's first Grammy-winning single, and 


FROM A DRY CLEANER’S 


Oldboy. It's a Korean movie about a dude who gets 
locked in a room for 15 years. It's crazy! 


Def Jam: Fight for NY. | don't even have to play as 
Snoop Dogg-I can beat you with anyone! 


now he's debuting with Blue Collar, a warmhearted, 
funny collection of songs, produced partly by West, 
devoted to underdogs just like him. 

“| see a lot of artists doing what | call poverty 
pimpin’,” says the practicing Muslim and single 
father. “They talk about drug dealing and strip 
clubs, but not about the mom who's hooked 
on crack or the girl who strips because she was 
molested. Those are stories | was put here to tell.” 

He cracks a big, goofy grin. “I finally found 
something I'm good at.” 


(YURMNTN BLUE COLLAR ALtipo/s RECORDS 
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“YOU'RE 
BURGLARFUL’ 


AFTER BEING NAMED “BEST 
NEWCOMER,” SINGER JAMES BLUNT 

USES HIS AWARD STATUETTE TO FIGHT 
OFF HOTEL-ROOM BURGLAR 


While staying at the exclusive Martinez 
Hotel in Cannes in January, James Blunt 
is awakened in the middle of the night. 

Someone had broken in and was lurking 
near his bed. 


Blunt reaches for the nearest object: 
the “Best Newcomer” statuette he had 

just acquired at the NRJ Radio Awards in 
Helsinki. “It's a big solid lump, so | picked 
it up," Blunt said. 


ZuT! BUT STILL 
NOT AS PAINFUL 
AS ZE GRAMMY. 


The “You're Beautiful" singer whacks the 
burglar over the head with the, um, blunt 
object and chases him (or her) out of the 
room onto the balcony, where the interloper 
jumps over the railing and runs away. 


36_-Hour of the nest, it’s time to go go go now/Circus girl 
without a safety net.” 


American Idol 
winner KELLY 
CLARKSON 
angered Simon 
Cowell by refus- 
ing to let future 
contestants sing 
any of her songs on 
the show. But she 
swiftly reversed the 
decision after the 
outspoken judge 
accused her of 
snubbing Idol. 


TOM WAITS has 
received $79,200 
after winning his 
lawsuit against 
Volkswagen-Audi 
for employing a 
vocal impersonator 
in a Spanish ad. The 
singer is also suing 
General Motors 
Opel for an entirely 
separate series of 
car ads that simi- 
larly feature a Waits 
soundalike. 


Legendary R&B boy 
band NEW EDITION 
have announced 
they are reform- 
ing the original 
lineup—with Bobby 
Brown—for a tour, 
but not until 2008. 


“BABIES HAVE 


NOTHING TO 
WEAR.” 
GWEN STEFANI 


ON EXPANDING HER 
CLOTHING UNE 


JAMES BLUNT // COURTNEY LOVE //GWEN STEFANI i 


\ : 
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Courtney, shopping 
for customized 
tear-away clothing 
with Frances Bean. 


FAMILY 


COURT 


OUT OF REHAB, COURTNEY LOVE “RECONNECTS WITH 


FRANCES AND BUDDHISM,” MAKES ROMAN POLANSKI CRY 


SCANDAL-PRONE ROCKER Courtney 
Love has resurfaced from drug-induced 
obscurity to win back custody of her 
daughter and record a new album. “I'd 
just lost my soul,” Love told Blender 
after her release from court-ordered 
rehab. “I was at my lowest point 
mentally and physically.” 

Love credits sobriety and Buddhism 
for her new work ethic. “I've dropped all 
that weight and gotten very sober and 
changed my life completely,” said Love 
from her suite at the Chateau Marmont 
in Los Angeles. “I chant twice a day 
for an hour. It's just awesome to have 
reconnected to my Buddhism.” 

Upon her return from a 90-day stint 
in a rehabilitation facility, Love reunited 
with 13-year-old Frances Bean and 
assembled a team of musicians for 
the follow-up to her 2004 solo debut, 
America's Sweetheart. “The songs all 


started coming in rehab. | had 90 days 
solid with just a guitar Linda Perry had 
given me. The songs that came out of 
me are about love," she said. 

Love played some of the 14 tracks 
already written to celebrity friends 
including Michael Stipe, ex-love Edward 
Norton, Sting and wife Trudie Styler, 
Cameron Crowe, Peter Sarsgaard and 
Maggie Gyllenhaal. “Roman Polanski 
heard ‘Sunset Marquis’ in Paris and I've 
been told it made him cry,” she said. 

So far, ex-paramour and collaborator 
Billy Corgan, guitarist Ben Gordon of young 
Brit rockers Dead 60s and Dirty Pretty 
Things guitarist Anthony Rossomando 
have agreed to work with the singer on the 
album, tentatively titled How Dirty Girls Get 
Clean. “| believe very much in the power of 
asong to redeem everything,” Love said. 
“It's just my guitar and me fighting for that 
redemption.” Lauren Harris 


L/SPLASH NEWS; STEFANI: JAMES DEVANEY/WIREIMAGE.COM; ILLUSTRATION BY GARY FRENCH; CARTOON; JOHN JAY 
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HE BANGS! 


LATIN HEARTTHROB RICKY MARTIN AND 
FRIEND GET SWEATY ON THE BEACH 


MADONNA is 
launching her own 
wine label. The 
range will include 
an expensive 

2002 Cabernet 
Sauvignon from the 
Alexander Valley in 
California's Sonoma 
County and a 
Barbera from the 
Piedmont region of 
northern Italy, 


Bruce Sinofsky, 
co-director of 

the acclaimed 
METALLICA 
documentary Some 
Kind of Monster, 
has announced 
his next subject: 
Tommy Lee. “In the 
rock world, there 
are few figures as 
colorful as Tommy 
Lee, and not just 
because of his 
tattoos,” he said. 


HEATHER 
LOCKLEAR is 
divorcing Bon Jovi 
guitarist Richie 
Sambora after II 
years of marriage. 
The television star 
cited “irreconcilable 
differences.” 


“La Vida Loca” singer Ricky Martin spends 
time with a friend during Christmas vaca- 
tion in St. Barthélmy. The tanned and 

toned pair hit the beach and work out. 


With teeth clenched, the Speedo’d duo 
increase the level of difficulty by perform- 
ing vasisthasana, also known as the “side 
plank” yoga pose. 


ig 


= a 
“IM PARIS 
HILTON.” 


Martin and his pal intensify their exercise 
routine even more with capoeira, the 
Brazilian art of fight-dancing. 


38_~\ love a piano, Hove a pianoil love to hear 
somebody play upon a piano.” 


IN THE STUDIO 


Flea, in a rare 
Shirtless photo. 


“THIS IS OUR GRAND 
STATEMENT” 


THE RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS RETEAM WITH 
RICK RUBIN FOR A DOUBLE CD 


HAVING ENDURED MORE than their 
share of drug-related turmoil over 

a 20-year career, the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers have earned the right to 
record an album totally free of drama. 
Fine, but a double album? 

“There were 38 songs we thought 
were the best we'd ever written, so 
we initially wanted to release three 
records, six months apart,” explains 
bassist Flea during a break from mixing 
their ninth studio release, Stadium 
Arcadium. “But it would have been a 
disaster in terms of business.” 

Instead, they whittled the 38 to 
a still-hefty 25 for a double CD, due 
this May. Flea attributes their prolific 
output to all four bandmates “being at 
their best and playing at their best at 
the same time.” 

Rather than toil in an antiseptic 
(and pricey) studio, the veteran funk- 
rock outfit returned to the house in the 
chilled-out L.A. neighborhood of Laurel 
Canyon where they made their 1991 
breakthrough, Blood Sugar Sex Magik, 
with producer Rick Rubin. 

“It's a nice way to work—plenty of 
privacy, no receptionists,” Flea says. 
“To unwind, we'd shoot hoops or I'd 


ALSO IN THE STUDIO 


Former Hole bassist 
MELISSA AUF DER 
MAUR is recording 
and co-producing 
her sophomore solo 
record at French 
Kiss Studios in 
Pembroke, Ontario. 
Jordan Zadorozny 
is co-producing the 
: album. 


Out-there glam 
quintet the SCISSOR : 
SISTERS have : 
returned to their 
native New Yorkto = 
record the follow-up: 
to 2004's self-titled : 
debut, due this 
summer. Elton John: 
will appear on one of : 
the album's tracks. : 


maybe smoke a little weed with [guitar- 
ist] John [Frusciante]." 

“Hey” has a “deep, Marvin Gaye 
feeling to it, very R&B and jazzy,” 
while first single “Danni California” is 
a reflection of Frusciante’s current 
fascination with Brandy, Beyoncé and 
hip-hop. “John wanted a Wu-Tang drum 
beat on that song. Listening to differ- 
ent types of music helps us widen the 
scope of our music." 

Regardless of what fans make 
of this opus, Flea insists Stadium 
Arcadium—singer Anthony Kiedis appar- 
ently came up with the name, and Flea 
says he has no clue what it means—is 
the band's defining work. “It captures 
the essence of who we are, both the 
intense and the beautiful. This is our 
grand statement.” sTeve KANDEL. 


SS Se 
ALL ABOUT OUR RECORD 


ARTIST Red Hot Chili Peppers 


NEW ALBUM Stadium Arcadium, due May 9 


Pop golden boy 
JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 
is in the studio with 
super-producer 
Rick Rubin, the 
Black Eyed Peas’ 
will.i.am and 
Timbaland to work 
on his follow-up to 
2002's Justified, 
due this summer. 


Indie supergroup 

the Raconteurs, 
featuring the White: 
Stripes’ JACK WHITE, : 
Brendan Benson 

and members of 

the Greenhornes, 

are recording their 
debut, Broken Boy 
Soldiers, due this 
spring. 
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Wu-Tang Clansman © (esjjse= “/00\5) gets 
i all CS! on us to help you figure out if your 
lady's been stepping out 


BY STEVE KANDELL 
PHOTOGRAPH BY LEGO 
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SEATS Lae AR 


Smirnoff? Lime and Cola 

1.5 02. Smirnoff? Lime Flavored Vodka 
3 oz. Cola 

Serve in tall glass over ice 


SMIRNOFF 


Je 
NI pes 


Aayal“S Oi: 


drink responsibly. 
1.5 oz. per serving. 


BURNER 


Joe Elliott, | 


WILSON PICKETT 
64, January 19, in 
Reston, Virginia, 
of aheart attack. 
Raspy-voiced 
‘BOs soul giant 
who topped the 
R&B charts with 
“In the Midnight 
Hour," “Land of 
1000 Dances” 
and "634-5789 
(Soulsville, U.S.A).” 
Fictional movie The 


Commitments paid 
Pickett tribute in 
i 199}, the same year 
¢ of his Rock and 
DO YOU ROCK? Roll Hall of Fame 
induction. 
JOE ELLIOTT LOU RAWLS 


72, January 6, in 
Los Angeles, of 


DOES THE RIPPED-CLOTHES-WEARING : 
cancer. Singer and 


DEF LEPPARD SINGER INDEED .., ROCK? 


actor famous for 
Ever trash a hotel room? his smooth delivery 

and baritone voice. 
Not really, but when we were open- “You'll Never Find 
ing for the Scorpions in 1980, we Another Love Like 


carried guitar player Pete Willis on 
his mattress onto the roof of the 
hotel. When we put him down, he 
woke up halfway, only to ask us to 


Mine” is his signa- 
ture song. Also well 
known for his life- 
long commitment 


i to the Lou Rawls 
shut the window. Barade-ot Stars 
Best rumor about yourself? Telethon, benefiting 
That | died in a plane crash in Denver the United Negro 
in 2003. College Fund, 
Biggest celeb’s home you've gotten CHRIS PENN 
drunk in? 40, in Santa 
Ronnie Wood. Monica, California, 

of apparent natural 
Ever had a brush with the law? causes. Actor 
whose memo- 


In 1983 we had just started head- 
lining, and hadn't yet adjusted to 
the hotel bar shutting down before 
we returned from the gigs. So we 


rable roles included 
bumpkin Willard 
Hewitt in Footloose 


and gangster 
tried to grab a drink from behind Nice Guy Eddie in 
the bar, and a security guard pulled Reservoir Dogs. 


his baton on us. | grabbed it and 
shoved it against his throat and the 
cops came, so we ran off and hid in 


Penn, whose body 
was discovered 
January 24, is the 


‘ brother of movie 
somebody's room. 
y star Sean Penn and 
Worst place you've ever been sick? singer-songwriter 
Michael Penn. 


Robert Plant's private jet. 


Last person you've wanted to kill, 
maim or injure? 

We had a spat with Glenn Danzig 
about 12 years ago. He got smacked 
around by a couple of us. 


Most expensive item of clothing? 
The jacket | wore in the “Let's Get 
Rocked” video. It cost 2,000 bucks. 


Can you vomit on command? 
No, but Robert Plant might disagree. 


VERDICT 


“ ’ 
PUKING ON ROBERT PLANT'S | HAVEN T 
PRIVATE JET? BEATING UP GLENN REALIZED 
DANZIG? JOE ELLIOTT HAS TAKEN MY FU LL 
THE ART OF ROCKING TO A WHOLE 
NEW LEVEL! D | RTY-TALK 

POTENTIAL.” 

DEF LEPPARD'S DVD ROCK OF AGES |S OUT NOW. NICK LACHEY 


42. ~indie rock & roll is what | want/It's my soul, it's what I need,” 


ff 
i 

DA BRAT AND 

DAVID GEST 
WHO THEY ARE She's an androgynous 
gangsta rapper and 
Surreal Life alumna. 
He's the waxy, equally 
androgynous ex- 
husband/ex-punching 


bag of Liza Minnelli. 
AGE 
DIFFERENCE a 
HOW THEY MET The pair apparently 


met while preparing 
for the Dionne Warwick 
45th Anniversary 
Spectacular, organized 
by Gest, at which Da 
Brat performed. 


Acharticle mention in 
a music magazine 


WHAT HE GETS 
OUT OF IT 


A peek at his legendary 
collection of Liza 


WHAT SHE 
GETS OUT OF IT 


memborabilia 
WHAT DO THEY Makeup and eyebrow- 
TALK ABOUT? threading tips 


DIRTY 
RAPPING 


IS THE WORLD READY FOR PATRICK 
SWAYZE: HIP-HOP STAR? 


ACTOR, DANCER AND ‘80s heartthrob 
Patrick Swayze is hoping to add “rap 
star" to his résumé. 

The Dirty Dancer has teamed up with 
hip-hop artist Antonius Maximus on an 
as-yet-unnamed track that samples 
Swayze's 1987 radio hit "She's Like the 
Wind" featuring updated vocals from 
the B-movie icon. “Rap rhythms are an 
emotional undercurrent for ballads,” 
Swayze told Blender. “We've already 
played it in a few clubs in L.A. and San 
Francisco, and the crowds went wild." 


ODD i. 
COUPLINGS 


PERHAPS IT’S A SIGN OF IMPENDING ARMAGEDDON, 
BUT GRUESOME TWOSOMES HAVE BEEN HOOKING 
UP AT AN ALARMING RATE 


?) 


j 


BUSTA RHYMES AND 
NICOLE RICHIE 


She's a physically 
shrinking author and 
reality television star 
with a famous father. 
He's a rapper who 
shrunk the size of his 
head by cutting off his 
dreads. 


9 years 


Unclear. In a radio 


interview, when asked 
which celebrity he had 
last had sex with, he 
said “Lionel Richie's 
daughter” and that 
she “got it real quick.” 


Her uneaten dinner 
» entrée, yo! 


_ Upgrade from DJ AM 


Paris Hilton 


Swayze has had 
it up to here with 
your annoying Road 
House quotes. 


i f 
= 
PARIS HILTON AND 
VAL KILMER 


She's a libidinous 
socialite with a debut 
album coming out 
soon. He played volley- 
ball onscreen with Tom 
Cruise and lives ona 
ranch in New Mexico. 


21 years 


In 2002, during the 


filming of Wonderland 
(she played a character 
named “Barbie") 


A feeling of intellectual 
superiority 


Achance to work out 
Daddy issues 


Paris Hilton 


The Ghost star is already a part of 


the rap lexicon. Sir Mix-A-Lot name- 
checked the star in his 1992 song “Swap 
Meet Louie” ("I'm rockin’ more fools than 
Patrick Swayze"), and the recent SNL 
short film “Lazy Sunday" spit the lines, 
“Throw the snacks in the bag and I'm 
ghost like Swayze.” Lauren HARRIS 


GEST/DA BRAT: TWIST-MATT/X1 7AGENCY.COM: RICHIE: JEFF VESPA/WIREIMAGE.COM: RHYMES: JOHN SAINT-HILAIRE/WENN/NEWSCOM.COM; KILMER/HILTON: JEFF VESPAAWIREIMAGE.COM (2); SWAYZE: NIKI NEXOLOVA/FILMMAGIC.COM:; LACHEY: JEFFREY MAYER/WIREIMAGE.COM 


MARK MAINZ/GETTY IMAGES; 


PLAYERS 


Gimme cea 


Milk’s number one in my playbook. It has the nine essential nutrients | need 
to go all the way. So ask somebody to pass the milk. It’s your best call. . 


got milk? 


DONOVAN MCNABB ©2005 AMERICA'S MILK PROCESSORS 
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PRETENDERS 


aR NDIO FIRST-EVER BOX SET 
ee 4 CDs+1 DVD 


| 81 Tracks + 19 Videos 
15 Previously Unissued Tracks 


Features over 5 hours of career-spanning music. 
DVD includes never-before-released 
performances from 1979 to 1995. 
Includes a specially commissioned poster 
by S. Clay Wilson. 


IN STORES 
MARCH 14, 2006 


\ J] Customize your phone with official Pretenders ringtones: 
text* ‘Pretenders’ to 74466. 
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“> PIRATED 
< “RADIO” 


quires © 
Standard tex 


Available at 


BORDERS. 


assess 


2006 Rhino Entertainment Company, a Warner Music Group Company. 


e@ 
www.rhino.com 


“% = miranda lambert 

PROOF THAT ~~ & 
THE MUSIC = 
DOESN'T STOP ONCE 
THE SHOW'S OVER 


== SEES 


~ GRETCHEN 
| WILSON 


TE 


ae 


L AS 


|THE FULL LENGTH DVD | 


\ 


EERE 


: Featuring the 
| hit singles 
\ 4 “KEROSENE’, 
“BRING ME DOWN” 
& “ME AND 
CHARLIE TALKING” 


aaa 


Port urit ist rbebcy TLSthc ts Mets ecoue Ree eePCeeRCcey CUTTS Ty 


GET YOURS 


AVAILABLE AT Wx 
Thousands of Possibili 


eo WwW gretchenwilson.com 
2005 SONY BMG MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT 


= www.mirandalambert.com 
performance is our passion 3° = SONY BMG MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT 


BURNER 


~~ O SONGS YOU SHOULD 


MUST-HAVE DOWNLOADS 


DOWNLOADTHIS MONTH 


BRITNEY SPEARS 
“DFA DEMO” (onuney 
Cc Ms. Federline and the postpunk 
producers extraordinaire team up to 
get really sleazy (and, thanks to the ad-libbed 
lyrics, really nonsensical). 


TAPES ‘N TAPES 
“JUST DRUMS” tonnes 
These lo-fi Minnesotans are the buzziest 
indie-rock group in the country without 
“Wolf” in their name. 


YEAH YEAH YEAHS 
“GOLDEN LION” wrenscope 
& Karen O quits the Cartman rawk 
squawk and gets her ragged, 
gorgeous coo on. 


GHOSTFACE 
“CHARLIE BROWN” oer sau 
The Wu-Tang’s finest MC speed-raps 


over racing, catchy soul. 
BUILT TO SPILL 
“GOIN’ AGAINST YOUR MIND” waaner aros. 
{= ) Nine fantastic minutes of hurtling, thrash- 
¥. ing, spiteful rock from this Neil Young- 
obsessed Idaho foursome. 


46_-Rub your tummy, rub it hard/While we sing our son” 


7 BEYONCE FEAT. SLIM THUG 
“CHECK ON IT” coma 


es) Bouncy, sexy and perhaps the only 
good thing that will come out of the 
Pink Panther remake. 


8 CATPOWER 
“COULD WE” wuraoor 
My) An upbeat jaunt from an eternally 
Sp 4) downbeat indie-rock slumper, featur- 
ing Al Green's old homeys! 


9 TIGARAH 
“GIRL FIGHT” fonuner 
es Beautiful and surprisingly mean 
on the mic: Meet the world’s first 
Japanese-rap-baile-funk-crunk star. 


{0 LUDACRIS & SHAWNNA 
“HE SAID, SHE SAID” fone} 
impossibly dirty duet about fucking every- 
where, which Ludacris, at his hammiest, 
makes impossibly funny. 


I] THERACONTEURS 
“STEADY AS SHE GOES” taro wanve 


fl & Alittle-known Detroit rocker named 
Jack White teams up with his pals on 


this blues-rocking side project. 


Nelly Furtado : 
artfully hides: 
“manhands." : 


: (2 ELEFANT 


“LOLITA” kenaoorourwooo 
& Professional ladykiller and rumored 
onetime Lohan-dater Diego Garcia 
unbuttons his shirt over hard-rocking new wave. 


13 | LOVE YOU BUT I'VE CHOSEN 


DARKNESS 
“ACCORDING TO PLAN” secrery canaoian 
Q: How many goth-rock hipsters does 
it take to change a lightbulb? A: None— 
darkness rules! 


14 JUVENILE 


“GET YA HUSTLE ON” anannic 
The gruff New Orleans MC leaves booty 
jams for a moment to rail against Katrina 
botchers and suggest victims deal drugs to make 
back their money. Awesome. 


15 THE FLAMING LIPS 


“THE W.A.N.D.” warner aros. 


9) Psychedelic blooz-rock about popular revolu- 
eA tions and Wayne Coyne’s magic stick. 


: 16 KELIS FEAT. TOO SHORT 


“BOSSY” LAFACE 


Ms. Nas gets all nastaaay over a slinky, retro- 
style West Coast groove. 


ie ml: 
“WHAT YOU KNOW ABOUT THAT” 


GRAND HUSTLE/ATLANTIC 


9) 


The prince of the South returns with a 
strangely poignant synth beat. 


: 18 ARCTIC MONKEYS 


“FAKE TALES OF SAN FRANCISCO” como 


British buzz bombs—who actually deserve 
it—do some sardonic California dreaming. 


"19 MOGWAI 


“GLASGOW MEGA-SNAKE?” jaaraoor 
A Scottish guitar army whip up a feedback- 
drenched frenzy, then get seriously stoner- 
rock on that ass. 


: 20 GNARLS BARKLEY 


“CRAZY” ronune) 
e9) Cee-Lo and Dangermouse team up for 
a weird, space-age funk jam. 


ICON KEY 


re. SADDOES ey HIPSTERS 
5 


ANTHONY MANDLER 


THE INFOTAINER ps; GREATEST SONGS EVER rcs ASK BLENDER res 


KNOWING STUFF IS gooD 


It's a nice day 
fora...um, 
black wedding. 


PINK 


DOES WEDDED BLISS MEAN NO 
MORE PSEUDO-SAPPHIC 
LIP-LOCKS FOR POP’S WILD 
CHILD? 60) 


MARC HOM 


BLENDER_49 


MUSIC MARCH 15-19 
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CH 10-19 2006! AUSTIN TEXAS 
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Go to sxsw.com 
for full coverage of 


panels and panelists; 


showcasing artists, rf ‘N 
film premieres and 3 


web awards winners. 


INSIDER 


The Infotainer 


| A FUNBAG OF ESSENTIAL ARCANA | 


NAMED FOR DICK CLARK, THE VISIONARY WHO 
VIRTUALLY INVENTED THE CONCEPT OF MUSIC ON 
TV, BLENDER PRESENTS ITS FIRST-EVER AWARDS =e 8 


HONORING THE ROWDIEST, RIDICULOUSEST, 
RECTAL-DIGGINGEST MOMENTS IN MUSIC 
REALITY TELEVISION. AND THE DICK GOES TO... 


BY STEVE KANDELL, DAVID PEISNER, 
LAUREN HARRIS AND ALFRED SCHULZ 


BLENDER_S1 


[ REALITY TV HALL OF FAME ] 


THE “DAVID CASSIDY NEVER HAD THIS 
PROBLEM” AWARD 


WATCHING EX-PARTRIDGE Family 
scamp Danny Bonaduce’s life fall apart 
is as brazenly voyeuristic as it is totally 
engrossing, but even the most shameless 
had to cringe seeing Bonaduce, fresh out 
of rehab, repeatedly beg his long-suffering 
wife Gretchen for sex and come up empty. 
His first night home, she hasn’t shaved 
her legs and is “tired.” The following day, 
she rebuffs his invitation to take a bath 
with him by suggesting he take a bath 
with their young son, a suggestion which 
isn’t only cold, it’s frankly a little creepy. 
Later, during a rare romantic dinner A 

‘a * . t Danny Bonaduce: 
Danny gamely remarks, “I can’t believe emt make me angry 
we're doing this.” She responds, “That’s =. YOU wouldn't like me 
what I think every time we're having sex.” — menen im angry 


MOST DIGNIFIED : UNBLINGIEST BLING 

PERFORMANCE IN AN ; 

OTHERWISE UNDIGNIFIED ; ; 

ARENA : (MTV) H ; To help keep 


: MARCH6, 2001 H costs down, Ozzy 
: 3 ; and Sharon also 


work as roadies. 


CLUMSIEST PERFORMANCE BY ONE OF SATAN’S MINIONS 


: AFTER YEARS OF providing a forum 
: in which rappers, rock stars and 

: athletes can show off their six-car 
: garages and wall-sized plasma 


WHEN A SHOW is based around the : screens for mandatory Scarface 


OZZY OSBOURNE 


idea of trotting out graying one-hit; Viewings, MTV's answer to Lifestyles: (MTV) 

wonders to embarrass themselves. of the Rich and Famousknockson =: APRIL2,2002 

onstage, a moment of genuine : the broken screen door of Redman’s ; ereveccecnecensonnacassnseeenssecesscovaseserocanenseeseasececaensaenneceessersenenssescseocnsunccossacensansaseeessenanaes 
creativity is a real shock to the } Staten Island shithole. Highlights = : SURE, HE’S A bit doddering now, but as Ozzy Osbourne 


: include the bedroom floor “where 
:?_ | keep my clothes and crap" and 
: the living room floor, where he 


; proved many a time on this show, which launched a 
: thousand pale celeb-family imitations, he knows from 


system. As such, watching Arrested 
Development—who in the early '90s 


looked to be staking alegit claimas : : . ‘ 

ponies at hio-no he ne e_féwork i apparently keeps his passed-out evil. Before a Christmas-season concert, Sharon shows 

Los Lonely Boys’ sap-rock hit : cousin Sugar Bear. Proving again i her husband machines that will release bubbles into the 
“Heaven into a smooth, soulful alt- ; that the best television informs : crowd. Ozzy, failing to see the sinister side of said bubbles, 


: while it entertains, Redman provides 
: alesson in sensible finance with 
? the “dolla’ box" stashed atop his 


rap shuffle was either a refreshing 
dose of inspiration injected into the 
saddest of forums or a depressing 


: flips out: “Bubbles! Ah, c'mon Sharon! I’m fucking Ozzy 
: Osbourne! I’m the prince of fucking darkness!” A few 


reminder of the career options i fridge, perfect for retrieving small, |: minutes after bitching out his wife, the prince of fucking 
available to aging rappers. Or, : crumpled bills inapinchtopaythe : darkness sits down next to the backstage deli tray and 
probably, both. { Domino's guy or the dealer. : topples over backwards in his chair. 
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CONDOM THINIMUS 
PROTECTION MAXIMUS 


LUBRICATED 


SHIELD THYSELF WITH OUR THINNEST LATEX CONDOM 
EVER, AND EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE SENSITIVITY. 


[ REALITY TV HALL OF FAME ] 


THE RAINBOW COALITION 
AWARD 


DIDDY 


APRIL 28, 2005 


(MTV) 


FACED WITH A roomful of girls 
vying for the chance to become 

an obscure pop-music footnote, 
Diddy was distressed to find that 
few of his Beyoncé-wannabes 
knew how to shake their respective 
moneymakers. It was one thing for 
the white girls to clomp around like 
pack mules, but “for some of the 
sistas and the Latinas, it's almost 

a disgrace to your people." When 

it turns out that the best dancer 
among them, Aubrey, is actually 
white, Diddy sounds like a puzzled 
geneticist arguing nature vs. 
nurture: “Aubrey, you hang around 
black people? You got some black in 
your family?" 


: MAY 9, 2005 


: THE “THIS WASN'T IN THE 
; BROCHURE” AWARD 


DMX 


(MTV) 


: SOME MIGHT CONSIDER spending 

i two days camping in Yellowstone 

: Park with Cameron Diaz and 

i Rebecca Romijn pretty cushy. 

H Not DMX. He spent his episode of 

: Diaz's show Trippin'—which aimed 

: to educate couch potatoes about 

: Mother Earth by inviting celebrities 
i to prance around in exotic natural 

i locales—getting his bitch on. On day 
? one, X was unimpressed with the 

? scenic views and the one-mile hike 
: to the campsite. Day two was no 

: better: “Why are we in the fucking 

i woods?" he asked. “That's enough 
i nature for me, man. People don't 

: belong on fucking mountains. Get a 


p aE postcard." 


Jessica gets , 
a whiff of her 
Dessert perfume. 


: WORST POKER FACE 


iJESSICA SIMPSON 


(MTV) 


i FEBRUARY 25, 2004 


! WHEN ASKED BY husband Nick Lachey—sorry, ex- 

i husband, we're still in shock—to “check this Christmas 

: jam,” aspiring music critic Jessica guffaws, rolls her eyes 
: and generally eviscerates his schmaltzy synth-pop Noel, 

: complete with holiday-inappropriate boy-band groans. 


“That’s why it didn’t make your Christmas album,” she 


explains, displaying an insight that belies her “chicken or 
: tuna” dumb-blonde rep. When it first aired, this looked like 
i juunble. Two years later? Same. 


LOWEST TELEVISED MOMENT BY A MOTLEY CRUE MEMBER (NON-PORN DIVISION) 
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VINCE NEIL 


(WB) // JAN. 23, 2003 


IT WAS SURPRISING enough when Neil agreed to sing backup on one of former child actor Corey Feldman’s tunes for a 


“talent” show. But when the Crile frontman and former all-around badass is reduced to being told how to sing by a guy 


Not pictured: 
Chuck D watching 
his career flash 
before his eyes. 


actress/disaster area Brigitte Nielsen. And it 
was downright painful to hear the former Mrs. 
Stallone constantly referring to him as “Fuffy 
Fuffy” throughout the series. But when Nielsen 
hopped onstage with the once-militant Public 
Enemy to mug with Flav during “gu Is a Joke,” 
it became clear that it no longer took a nation Pa es 
of millions to hold PE back. Just one oversized 
Danish boozer. 


whose greatest previous music-related accomplishment may or may not have been getting fondled by Michael Jackson, 
it's enough to make you burn your dog-eared copy of The Dirt. 


THE YO! BUM RUSH THE SHOW! AWARD 


I'D LIKE TO 
BRIGITTE NIELSEN THANK... 
(VHI) “Fuffy, my 
alos aoe vi was the 
ree ee Ar Procaeh stars 
IT WAS UNCOMFORTABLE to see Flavor in history to jump 
Flav whore himself out for a Surreal Life spinoff onstage with 
i 7 . Public Enemy! | 
based on his lusty pursuit of aging model/ dori reget dole 


it at all. Plus | love 
music, | love to 
sing and | love the 
stage. So what's 
wrong with that?” 


NIELSEN (INSET): TIM WHITBY/WIREIMAGE.COM 


NEIL: ANNAMARIA DISANTO/VAREWMAGE.COM; 


HISKEY 
smaue hatch [ym 


[ REALITY TV HALL OF FAME ] 


THE ROBERTO DURAN “NO MAS!” AWARD 


VANILLA ICE 


(FOX) 
MARCH 13, 2002 


PERHAPS NO CELEBRITY in recent 
memory has been as dogged in his 
pursuit of his sixteenth minute of fame 
as Vanilla Ice. But in a reality show 
career that has included a starring role 
on The Surreal Life, an appearance 

on Hit Me Baby One More Time and 

a VHi show called Remaking: Vanilla 
Ice, the Iceman will surely remember 
the nine minutes he spent getting 
pummeled by Todd “Willis” Bridges as 
the nadir. Sure, Bridges has done some 
jail time and Ice’s tough-guy act never 
survived getting hung upside-down 

by his ankles off a hotel balcony by 
Suge Knight, but that’s no excuse for 
punching like a girl. 


Vanilla Ice: “OK, 
—no more "Whatchu 

talkin’ bout, 

Willis?" jokes!" 


I'D LIKE TO 
THANK... 


“No one. Maybe 
the producers, 
for lying to me. 
They told me the 
fight was going to 
be an exhibition. 
| never took it 
seriously, and 
Todd came out 
swinging, man. 
The punches 
didn’t hurt 
because they put 
big-ass gloves 
and headgear on 
us. Plus, that was 
back when | 
was smoking 
weed and 
drinking a lot." 


WORST IMPERSONATION OF A ROCK STAR 


ASHLEY PARKER ANGEL AND 


TREVOR PENICK OF O-TOWN 


BEING IN A famous band means women throw them- 
selves at you ... unless your band is O-Town, the prefab 
’N Sync knockoff created on this series. During one 

episode, Trevor flies a girl out to L.A. to propose taking 


their friendship to the, uh, next level. She tells him he’s a 
“nice guy” (ouch!) but that he’s not the one for her (double 
ouch!). Later, bandmate Ashley sits on a hotel bed with an 
ex-girlfriend and asks if she wants to “be with him.” When 
she refuses, Ashley slinks into the hallway for a good cry. 


I'D LIKE TO 
THANK... 


“The girl, Shelli. 
Those were the 
times | didn't 
want the cameras 
there. You change 
so much from 18 
to 21, and that 
period of my life 
was captured 
on film. It's cool, 
though. Cool and 
embarrassing.” 


WW4JTD: What would 


J ‘y Justin Timberlake 
‘ wat do? Not cry, for 
| starters. 
7 
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THE GREATEST LOVE OF ALL 
AWARD 


BOBBY BROWN 


(BRAVO) 
JUNE 30, 2005 


AFTER NEARLY 15 years of 
addictions, busts, incarcerations 
and diminishing cultural relevancy, 
faded R&B titans Bobby Brown and 
Whitney Houston still dig each other. 
Literally. In the hugely successful 
pilot of this warts-and-all glimpse at 
Brown and his brood—legitimate and 
otherwise—the former New Edition 
star explains, without solicitation 
(but with subtitles, to aid the 
incredulous), that he once manually 
removed a “dootie bubble" from 
Whitney's rectum to relieve her not- 
at-all-drug-related constipation. And 
with this one utterance, what could 
have been a forgettable basic-cable 
trifle transcends entertainment 

to redefine the very nature of 
commitment and, in a sense, the 
meaning of the word “love.” You 
just won't get that from According 
to Jim. 


: WORST POKER FACE, HIP-HOP 


MOGUL EDITION 


: TAKING TIME OUT from his resurgent 


rap career, his tough-love child- 
rearing and his mysteriously 
unspecific clergyship, the Reverend 
Run shepherds Union Turnpike, an 


aspiring rap troupe of three awkward 
: white boys from Queens who look 


like O-Town castoffs, through a 
power meeting with his big bro, 
hip-hop maven Russell Simmons. 


The initial meeting makes The Gong 


Show look like a nurturing venue 
for blossoming talent as Russell 
proceeds to mercilessly mock the 


: three ‘pikers for having unrealistic 
: jack-of-all-trades ambitions and, 

: after he hears a few freestyle 

i verses, their rudimentary, “Humpty 


Dumpty" delivery. Then, shockingly, 


: the co-founder of Def Jam Records 


agrees to consider working with 
them anyway. 


VANILLA ICE (INSET): REX USA; AYGEL (INSET): THEO WARGO/WIREIMAGE.COM 


THOSE WHO TURN IRON INTO 


ARTSY-FARTSY 


f you. Ride y ly an he lis 0 ou" Abway a P o f ive Clothing, and insist your pas 100. Never ride while under the influence of alcohol ¢ or drugs. Know 
©2005 H-D. Harley, Harley-Davidson, a the Bar & Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D Michigan, Inc. 


your Harley* motorcycle 


SHOULD BE ASHAMED OF THEMSELVES. 
SS ee 


Here's some sculpture that doesn't require a bunch of fancy interpretation. The two-fists-in-the-wind new FXDBI Harley-Davidson 
MOTOR 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 


Dyna® Street Bob: This is old school custom Milwaukee iron as clean as it comes. Raked front end. Factory ape hangers. Mid-mount foot 


controls. Flat Black Denim paint. All powered by a beefy Twin Cam 88° motor with the new 6-speed Cruise Drive” transmission. There's 
an art to badass. See the 2006 Dyna™ motorcycles at your dealer. 1-800-443-2153 or www.harley-davidson.com. IT'S TIME TO RIDE. 


[ REALITY TV HALL OF FAME ] 


BROADEST INTERPRETATION 
OF THE WORDS “NASHVILLE” 
AND “STAR” 


BRET MICHAELS 


(USA) 
APRIL 19, 2005 
FILLING THE ABDUL/suck-up judge 
role on this even-redder-state 
version of American Idol, Poison's 
bandanna-lovin’ Bret Michaels (he's 
not bald, he just loves the look) 
channels both Donny & Marie and 
Hulk Hogan as he offers aspiring 
honky-tonks homilies such as “I 
like a little country in my rock and 
a little rock in my country, and you 
got it going on, brother.” On the 
third season's penultimate episode, 
Michaels, from the great southern 
state of Pennsylvania, trots out his 
new twangy accent and his new 
country single, “Open Road,” while 
C.C. Deville spins in his grave. 


: THE “FROM RUSSIA WITH 
: LUNGS” AWARD 


@YULIYA MATUS 


’ (FOX) 
= JANUARY I7, 2006 


: WHILE MOST A.I. auditioners suffer 
: from delusions of grandeur,season 
: five hopeful Yuliya Matus was merely : 
: seeking a performer's visa to avoid =: 
: deportation to her native Ukraine, 

> and her strategy centered around 

> those cornerstones of liberty: Queen 
3 and interpretive dance. Overemoting : 
: inan impenetrable accent to 

: “Bohemian Rhapsody,” she acts out 
> the lyrics while writhing/spasming 

: onthe floor in a way that would've 

> made Freddie Mercury proud. She 

: is, unsurprisingly, dismissed by the 

; tittering judges, but not before they 
: let her pantomime what seems 

: like the entirety of the six-minute 

: operetta. 


> MAY I7, 2005 


Brit and K-Fed: 
“That's right ... 
we're aliens!” 


MOST FOREBODING PROPHECY 


KEVIN FEDERLINE 


(UPN) 


IN A HOTEL room somewhere in Europe, an admittedly 
“tipsy” (read: hammered, yo) Britney asks her new 
paramour what he thinks of Eminem, and he responds, “I 
think he’s a genius.” At that very instant, you can almost 


see the dim light bulb go off over Kevin’s not-yet-cornrowed 
: head as he begins to hatch the scheme that will result in 


his leaked track, “Y’all Ain’t Ready,” being unleashed upon 


: listeners who, indeed, ain’t. 


THE “STILL BETTER THAN K-FED” AWARD 


TYRA BANKS 


(UPN) // MARCH 2, 2004 


WHAT'S THE MOST shocking thing about witnessing Tyra Banks drop mad flow while her crew of mannequin-wannabes 
gather round for chow? It's not the rhyme—“I'm a 34-C with no sili/Come take a feel and you will see” is sorta cute if she 
did indeed, as she claims, write the rap during ninth grade algebra. And it's not the way she reprimands one of the models 
for wearing too much makeup as a cruel aside. It’s the fact that at least one of the girls can actually be seen eating. 


THE “WOULD YOU LIKE MUSTARD WITH THAT?” AWARD 


I'D LIKE TO 
NEIL FORRESTER THANK.. 
(MTV) “Um ... to be 
AUGUST 2, 1995 honest, being 
a eadiiinapaaitianiictieahiannsbesacccbhinknscanempcmnaiit remembered 
h h 
THE TEDIOUS LONDON season of The Real caoeee hs 
World was well on its way toward killing off the chewed off is = 
O.G. reality franchise when Neil Forrester, an ee 


uppity English cast member who fronted an 
unlistenable noise-punk band called Uniliver, 
leaned over to French kiss a heckler during 

one of his band’s shows. The deranged and pre- 
sumably drunk audience member responded 
with what may be the most punk-rock thing ever E 
on MTY: He chomped off part of Neil’s tongue, c 
leaving the heretofore hyperverbal Brit a bloody 
mess and unable to speak for over a month. ey 


learn anything? 

Yeah: Don't stick 
your tongue in a 
psycho's mouth." 


& 


a 


Neil Forrester: So 
punk, he stole 
Aaron Carter's 

haircut. 
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Spbwwoducin 


Travis Barker’s Trainer Rentix 


DC's Remix Series™ partners OC with musicians to create special versions of DC shoes. Travis Barker has stepped out 
from behind the drum kit once again to design the Trainer Remix, his second shoe for the series. 


Travis Barker's Trainer Remix is available for a limited time only. Look for it where DC products are sold in March 2006. 
For more into on the Trainer Remix and the Remix Series™, visit WWW.DCSHOES.COM 


Dear Superstar 


PINK |r 
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{i YOU SEND QUESTIONS, WE GET ANSWERS 


MOTORCYCLE TRICKS, GUNPLAY, 
LESBIAN DALLIANCES—NOW 
THAT SHE’S MARRIED, IT’S NICE 
TO SEE THAT PINK IS FINALLY 
MELLOWING OUT 


BY ANN POWERS 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARC HOM 


THE 10-YEAR-OLD tattoo on 


Pink’s wrist—her favorite, says 
the liberally inked diva—reads, in pris- 
on-style cursive, WHAT GOES AROUND COMES 
Arounp. “I’ma big believer in Karma,” she 
explains. 

As she kicks back in a Hollywood 
photo studio after a long day under the 
lights, 26-year-old Alecia Moore has every 
reason to embrace her fate. Fresh from a 
South Sea honeymoon with motocross/ 
reality TV hunk Carey Hart, she’s releas- 
ing a supercharged new album, I’m Not 
Dead, and starring in the scary movie 
Catacombs, from the makers of the box- 
office smash Saw. The Grammy winner 
describes her acting debut as, ahem, “a 
learning experience.” “I was probably 
in 50 scenes, and I know one of them is 
really good,” she admits. 

Pink’s far more self-assured about 
I’m Not Dead. She practically bounces off 
the couch talking about tracks like “Stu- 
pid Girls,” her sassy critique of today’s 
silicone blondes, or the Dubya take- 
down “Dear Mr. President.” “I’ve had an 
epiphany lately,” she announces, waving 
around a marked-up paperback of Let- 
ters From Young Activists. “I was a mind- 
less teenager—the whole drugs, curious, 
I’m-a-sponge-touch-me phase—but then 
I woke up and remembered, that’s not 
me.” Laughing her way through your 
questions, she’s way more grounded 
than a one-name pop star should be. 


HOW FAR DO YOU THINK YOU'D GET IF YOU WERE 
A CONTESTANT ON AMERICAN IDOL? 
SARAHJANEP, BETHESDA, MD 


Not far at all. | would be very bored, and 
very lippy. I’ve never been good in system- 
atic, authoritative, showy situations. But if I 
were forced into it, I'd cover Janis Joplin. Or 
Wendy O. Williams from the punk band the 
Plasmatics—I'd like to set some shit on fire. 


DO YOU THINK JESSICA SIMPSON OR PARIS 

HILTON PRETEND TO BE STUPID OR WERE JUST 
BORN THAT WAY? AND HAVE YOU RECEIVED ANY 
RESPONSE FROM THEM ABOUT YOUR “STUPID 
GIRLS” VIDEO? 

XTINALIVES, MIAMI 

That's a mean question, and unless I was 
their friend, I couldn't answer it. But some 
women dumb themselves down because they 
think it’s cute. I have friends that do it—they 
graduated 4.0, and they act like idiots around 
guys. It’s really annoying. As for the video, it’s 
all in good fun; | hope they realize I’m not 
attacking anyone specifically. I’m just offer- 
ing an alternative. 


HOW DID YOU END UP WEARING WHITE TO YOUR 
WEDDING? 

FASHNGRRL, CLEVELAND, OH 

There’s this little traditional midget inside me 
that’s screaming and clawing her way out. As 
soon as I proposed to Carey and he said yes, I 
turned into this old-fashioned girl. I told him, 
“I'm wearing white, so we're not having sex 
until the wedding.” Full on! He’s like, “What 
the fuck are you talking about?” But I was 
serious. And he’s so used to my ideas, he was 
like, “Whatever.” Although for about a week 
before the wedding he was like, “Are we still 
doing this?” And I made him stick to it. 


COM 
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Pink puts 
the petal to 
the metal. 


TOP BY LA COSA. NECKLACE BY ERICKSON BEAMON. VEIL BY PALACE COSTUME. 


[om] 


No, he’s not the 
“Sunglasses at Night" 
guy: Pink and Carey Hart 
wed, January 2006. 
‘ 7) ~ = 


IS YOUR BROTHER STILL SERVING IN IRAQ? HAVE 
YOU EVER CONSIDERED PERFORMING THERE? 
CASEYGRN, VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 

My brother’s never been there; he’s in the 
Air Force, stationed in Virginia Beach. He’s 
not allowed to go—I’ll have him kidnapped. 
But I would perform for the troops. I support 
the troops. 


ARE YOU AND CAREY GOING TO HAVE A BABY, AND 
IF SO, WHERE WILL YOU LIVE? 

SHINYEYES, OMAHA, NE 

That's not on the agenda for a while. I want- 
ed to be a really young mom, but that was 
because I was in Philly and all these girls 
were getting pregnant. I was like, I want a 
kid too! Then I thought, no, I gotta change 
the world first, and let it change me. If I did 
take a pregnancy test tomorrow and it came 
out positive, I’d move to San Francisco. 


HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ARRESTED? 

BENBRIDGE, WAUKESHA, WI 

Several times. Mostly for ridiculous things— 
bored police trying to meet quotas. Disorderly 
conduct, breaking and entering, a lot ofruna- 
ways. I didn’t kill anyone—at least, I haven't 
been caught—and my dad was always there 
to bail me out. He used to be an insurance 
salesman; he insured the entire Doylestown, 
PA, police department, and he lost their 
entire account by sticking up for me in court. 
He’s awesome. 


WHAT IS THE COOLEST TRICK YOU CAN LAND ON 
A MOTORBIKE? 
DOGZOUT, RENO, NV 


Carey just got me on a big bike, and I got air 
and I’m happy with that. Everything he does 
terrifies me. The first day | met him, I shook 
his hand, and five minutes later he fell from 
40 feet in the air and broke 14 bones. They 
thought he was dead. I turned to my friend 
and said, “I will never date a motocross rider 
as longas I live.” Then three months later, he 
hobbled back into my life. 
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“THE DAY | MET CAREY, 
HE FELL FROM 40 
FEET IN THE AIR AND 
BROKE 14 BONES.” 


DO YOU HAVE A RECURRING DREAM, AND WHAT 
DO YOU THINK IT MEANS? 

MSHODGES, TUCSON, AZ 

I have the most bizarre dreams of anybody 
I know. Every morning in the shower Carey 
asks me if I had a bad dream. There’s one 
where I’m always at the same tennis court, 
and there's no players, just a ball going back 
and forth, back and forth, back and forth. It 
just makes me think of my fear of stagnation. 
My dreams are so vivid, and I have a bit of a 
psychic streak. When I was 4, I woke my dad 
up and said, “Daddy don’t get on the plane 
tomorrow.” And it crashed. But that was the 
only time I went that far with it. 

WHAT IS THE DUMBEST THING YOU HAVE EVER 
BOUGHT? 

KENDRAK524, BOISE, ID 

A Range Rover that’s polluting the environ- 
ment. I’m putting it up for sale. I’m going 
hybrid. Do you know Daryl Hannah makes 
her own fuel for her El Camino? Carey can 
make his Ford F-250 run on diesel vegetable 
oil. I’m trying to learn from them, but I’m 
not that cool. 


WHO'S THE BETTER KISSER—TOMMY LEE OR 
TERMINATOR 3 STAR KRISTANNA LOKEN? 
SLAVE2TYPE, WESTPORT, CT 

They’re both so passionate, it’s kind of a 
toss-up. Kristanna has the better tongue 
action. Girls always do. They have softer lips. 
Tommy’s lips have been around the block. 
But he’s such a good guy. 

YOU RECORDED A SONG WITH LESBIAN FOLK 
ICONS THE INDIGO GIRLS FOR YOUR NEW ALBUM 
HOW DID THAT HAPPEN? 

T_TUCKER23, ATHENS, GA 

Every talent show I ever did when I was a 
kid, I sang Indigo Girls songs with my friend 
Julie Schwartz on harmonies. When I wrote 
“Dear Mr. President,” we sent them the 
demo. They were all for singing on it, so I 
flew to Atlanta. They were awesome. | was 
like, I’m here with you, and I love you. And 
they were like, we love you too. And I’m like, 
fuck, say that again! 

CAREY'S FROM VEGAS—DO YOU HAVE ANY 
INSIDER TIPS FOR VISITORS? 

TARTANBLUE, SAN DIEGO 


I didn’t know people were from Vegas until 
I met Carey. I was like, “You grew up in a 
casino?” He said, “Yeah, my dad's a blackjack 
dealer and my mom’s a prostitute.” Ha! But 
he lives off the Strip, and once you get away 
from all that, it’s really quiet and amazing. 
I like this place in the desert called Bonnie 
Springs. It’s a working ranch, and there's a 
cute old diner, with dollars up on the wall 
from years of drunken customers. 


TOP LEFT: ANDREW MACPHERSON 
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DESCRIBE A TYPICAL NIGHT AT HOME WITH YOU AND 
CAREY. 
MBELCASTRO, MEDFORD, OR 


Popcorn movies. Right now, we're addicted to 
Anchorman, because it’s mindless. We read the 
New York Times every day and watch the news, 
so you need movies like Anchorman to balance it 
out. As for the popcorn, | like the kind you get at 
Blockbuster that’s already in the tub and you just 
pop it up. If I’m feeling old fashioned I'll get the 
kind you put on the stove—Jiffy Pop. 


NOW THAT YOU'RE ACTING, DO YOU HAVE ANY 
HOLLYWOOD ROLE MODELS? 
AVACURLS, OLIVET, MI 


Bette Midler is my hero. I love her career and what 
she does, how talented she is. I sang “The Rose” 
with her onstage once. | become a bumbling idiot 
around her. She’s like, “Honey, if you need props, 
or if you need clothes, I got em.” 


YOU USED TO CARRY A GUN WHEN YOU WENT TO CLUBS 
IN PHILLY AS A KID. ARE YOU A GOOD SHOT? 
KKLANGFORD, HONOLULU, HI 


Yes, I am, because my dad’s military. He taught 
me how to shoot an M-16. We grew up with gre- 
nade launchers in our garage. They were empty— 
which was good because | would have aimed one 
of those rockets at the school. I was raised around 
Vietnam vets, all of whom have been through 
Hell Week and back. Listen, | was insane—very 
young and very fiercely independent, and in a lot 
of places that I probably shouldn't have been. | 
had some pretty major things happen to me, and 
I liked feeling protected. But I don’t recommend 
carrying a gun. It’s stupid. 


DID YOU HAVE A BAND AT YOUR WEDDING, AND WHAT 
DID THEY PLAY FOR YOUR FIRST DANCE? 
RADIOTEA, GILLETTE, WY 


Yes! Dick Brave and the Backbeats. They’re a 
German rockabilly band and they opened for me 
in Luxembourg a few years ago. They do a lot of 
covers—they do “Get the Party Started” better 
than I do. But our first dance was toa recording of 
the Cowboy Junkies doing “Sweet Jane” from the 
Natural Born Killers soundtrack. We love Mickey 
and Mallory. They’re our inspiration. 


“WE LOVE MICKEY AND 
MALLORY FROM 
. THEY’RE 
OUR INSPIRATION.” 


IF YOU HAD A DRINK NAMED AFTER YOU, WHAT WOULD 
THE RECIPE BE? 
PARTYSTARR, BOSTON 


We'd start out with rum or vodka. Then we'd go 
with a fruit juice, something refreshing, like pine- 
apple or cranberry. A squirt of ginger ale because 
it makes my tummy feel better. And a splash of 
cream on top. And some grenadine, of course, 
to make it pink. And an umbrella. The umbrel- 
la’s really important, especially in cold weather; it 
makes you feel like you’re somewhere warm. 


WHAT MEATY MEAL DO YOU MISS MOST AS A 
VEGETARIAN? 
BBCHEF, KNOXVILLE, TN 


My dad used to barbecue cheeseburgers and we'd 
have contests to see who could eat the most in a 
minute. I could eat three. Barbecue-size burgers 
too, not McDonald’s-size. | miss the eating con- 
tests. My dad doesn't eat tofu. 


WHAT IS THE PINKEST THING ABOUT YOU? 
ARONBOY, LUBBOCK, TX 


The pinkest thing about me? That's a little dirty, 
even for Blender. I’ve been in Fiji, so right now, 
I'm kind of brown! (#98) 
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DRINK TOO MUCH AND YOU'LL REGRET 17. SO DON’T. 
KNOW WHEN TO DRAW THE LINE - DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 


The Greatest Songs Ever 


DEREK AND THE DOMINOS 


“LAYLA 


j BLENDER EXPLORES THE FINEST TUNES IN HISTORY | 
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IN THE LATE 60S, graffiti 
began popping up all over 
London proclaiming CLap- 
TON Is Gop. Only in his 20s, 
Eric Clapton was already 
something of a guitar 
legend, playing with the Yardbirds and 
Cream. On the surface, the young subur- 
banite had it made, professionally and 
romantically: His miniskirted muse, Pattie 
Boyd, was one of the most stunningly beau- 
tiful models of the era. Trouble was, she 
was married to George Harrison, who was 
not only a Beatle but also Clapton’s best 
friend. This doomed superstar love triangle 
would provide the inspiration for “Layla”’— 
perhaps the most tortured song of unre- 
quited lust ever written. 

Harrison and Boyd were engaged on 
Christmas Day, 1965, and married in under 
a month, Two years later, though, Boyd saw 
Clapton live, and she was captivated. To her 
eyes, the young guitarist “looked absolutely 
wonderful and played so beautifully.” 

The attraction was mutual, and Clap- 
ton began visiting the newlyweds regularly, 
flirting with Boyd. By the beginning of 1970, 
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b. 


she had learned that Harrison himself was 
having affairs, and her relationship with 
Clapton became serious. “I soon fell madly 
in love with her,” he has admitted. 

When a friend gave Clapton a copy of a 
twelfth-century Persian book, The Story of 
Layla and Majnun, Clapton found himself 
identifying strongly with its tale of a man 
driven to insanity by his love for a woman 
he can never possess. 

He started work on a blues shuffle, 
using the ancient fable as a metaphor for 
his forbidden love. The song remained in a 
primitive state until the fall of 1970, when 


SONG “Layla” 
ARTIST Derek and the Dominos 
LABEL Atco 


PERFORMERS Eric Clapton guitar/vocals, Duane 
Allman guitar, Jim Gordon drums/piano, Bobby 
Whitlock keyboards, Carl Radle bass 


PRODUCER: Tom Dowd 
CHART DEBUT: March 27, 1971 
HIGHEST CHART POSITION: 10 


Clapton’s new band, Derek and the Domi- 
nos, were recording their debut in Miami. 
“We were staying in this hotel and what- 
ever drug you wanted, you could get it at the 
newsstand,” remembered Clapton. “The 
girl would just take your orders.” 

Producer Tom Dowd shook the band 
out of its narcotic stupor by introducing 
Clapton to guitarist Duane Allman. Soon 
after hearing Clapton’s rough version of 
“Layla,” Allman came up with its galvaniz- 
ing opening lick. 

It wasn’t, however, original. The melody 
first appeared on “As the Years Go Pass- 
ing By” by blues great Albert King. “Duane 
heard that,” acknowledged Clapton, “and 
he just speeded it up.” 

The Dominos’ double album, Layla and 
Other Assorted Love Songs, was completed 
in just 10 days, but one finishing touch was 
added to “Layla” in post-production, after 
Clapton heard drummer Jim Gordon fool- 
ing around with a piano line. Gordon—who 
would be sentenced in 1984 for murder- 
ing his mother with a hammer—was not 
an accomplished pianist, so Dominos 
keyboardist Bobby Whitlock was drafted, 
and both performances were mixed 
together. The piano coda is prominently 
featured in Martin Scorsese’s Goodfellas. 

On his return to England, Clapton 
gave Boyd a frightening ultimatum. “Eric 
showed me this packet of heroin and said, 
‘Either you come away with me or I will 
take this’ ... I tried to throw it away, but he 
snatched it back. I turned him down and, 
for four years, he became a drug addict.” 

Eventually Boyd did leave Harrison, 
and she married Clapton in 1979, but there 
was no happy ever after to their story—the 
couple divorced in 1988. 

The song, too, has had its ups and 
downs. It flopped miserably when it was 
first released as a single in 1971 (the same 
year, sadly, that Allman was killed in a 
motorcycle accident), but on reissue in 1972 
it made the Top 10, and by 1975 it was, by 
popular demand, the opener for most Clap- 
ton concerts. Today it is Clapton’s most 
enduring anthem, having returned to the 
U.K. Top 5 in 1982, and to the Billboard Top 
20 in 1992, in an unplugged version. 

Surely, though, a song so steeped in 
unhappy memories must be painful for 
Eric Clapton to perform, 30 years later? 
Well, apparently not. “I can’t imagine not 
doing ‘Layla’ anywhere,” he’s said. “I enjoy 
it every time,” [soe] 
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Ask Blender 


BJ vou seno QUESTIONS, WE GET ANSWERS. WHO LOVES YA, BABY? 


DID THE STONES STEAL THE TITLE STICKY 
FINGERS FROM ANOTHER BAND? 


REZA FARJAM, CARROLLTON, TEXAS 


That's almost right, although 
“stole” is too strong. The album 
artwork for Sticky Fingers, 

by early-'70s rockers Mott 

the Hoople, had already been 
finished when it was hastily appropriated for 
another, rather bigger band who were mixing 
their latest album in the next studio. 

The man behind the snatch was Guy Stevens, 
Mott the Hoople's mercurial mastermind- 
producer, who had also long been friendly with 
Mick 'n' Keef. To be fair, Stevens made the title 
up in the first place. 

“Guy Stevens took it off us and gave it to 
them," recalled Mott singer lan Hunter. “It was 
Guy's title, so he was ‘entitled."" 


WHO FINALLY WON THE MICHAEL JACKSON/ 
PRINCE FEUD? 


HENDERSON CAMPBELL, VISALIA, CALIFORNIA 


The dance-pop rivals have usually managed 

to stay out of each other's way, but 1987 saw 

a brief moment of public cattiness. When 
Jackson's album Bad was released, Prince 
offered his opinion: “[It] was only called ‘Bad’ 
because there wasn't enough room on the sleeve 
for ‘Pathetic.'" Ouch! In a sense, Prince won, 
because Jacko never offered a rebuttal. 

Both men did have notable brushes with 
their fellow '80s idol Madonna, though. Before 
marrying Sean Penn in the mid-'80s, she and 
Prince had an affair. Sadly, according to J. Randy 
Taraborrelli's somewhat scurrilous biography, 
their lovemaking techniques proved incompat- 
ible. A source claimed: "He wanted to savor every 
second [of sex]; she was into multiple orgasms.” 

Thankfully, her brief liaison with Michael 
Jackson never got that far. The pair attended 
the 1991 Oscars together, and she was slated 
to appear in the video for the future single “In 
the Closet.” But their friendship soured, her 
video appearance fell through (Naomi Campbell 
stepped in) and he called her a “heifer.” She 
responded: “I'd rather look like a cow than a 
space-alien drag queen.” Hard to say who won 
that one, but points to Madge for creativity. 


WHAT WAS THE FIRST RECORDING THE U.S. USED 
TO TORTURE A PRISONER? 


ALAN GERRARD, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 


He wasn't quite a prisoner yet, and it wasn't just 
one record, but in December 1989, following 
accusations of drug trafficking and vote-rigging, 
U.S. troops blockaded Panamanian dictator 
Manuel Noriega in his country's Vatican Embassy. 
In a groundbreaking use of music as a form 

of psychological torture—which presaged the 
incorporation of acts like limpbizkit, Eminem and 


68_-Whon be get on he'll leave your ass for a white gir.” 


IS IT TRUE THAT BONO WROTE 
“SWEETEST THING” FOR HIS WIFE 
TO MAKE UP FOR MISSING HER 
BIRTHDAY? 


CY SMITH, DULUTH, MN 


Bono and wife Ali: More rock 
stars would stay with their 
childhood sweethearts if they 
were this bodacious. 
C2 


Diana DeGarmo (just kidding!) into Guantanamo 
interrogations—the resourceful troops outside 
the building blasted an extensive playlist full of 
appropriate lyrical messages. 

One army source has claimed the tactic arose 
when a bored soldier decided to crank up some 
loud AC/DC. When Noriega fed back news that 
the loud heavy metal bothered him, the army 
went into overdrive, requesting as many appro- 
priate titles as possible. The noisy heavy metal 
choices—Led Zeppelin's “Your Time Is Gonna 
Come,” Iron Maiden’s “Run to the Hills"—are bal- 
anced by vaguely apposite but largely inoffensive 
fare like “Give It Up" by KC and the Sunshine 
Band, XTC's “The Mayor of Simpleton,” “Change” 
by Tears for Fears and “Never Tear Us Apart" by 


EAT MY RIFFS, 
DICTATOR 
ScuM! 


That's exactly right. The original sin occurred 
during the recording of The Joshua Tree, when 
Bono was too preoccupied to remember the 
birthday of his wife and childhood sweetheart, 
Ali Hewson. “! thought, ‘I can write her a song 
as | didn't have time to get a gift,'” the singer 
later explained. 

The love song initially saw 
daylight as a B-side. But, rec- 
ognizing the song's potential, 
the band re-recorded it in 
1998 for rerelease as a single, 
accompanying a greatest-hits 
album. As the song's “owner,” 
Ali insisted the proceeds go to 
her favorite charity, Chernobyl 
Children's Project. For the 
video, the band staged a full- 
blown carnival on the streets 
of Dublin and passed under 
a banner bearing the words 
“I'm Sorry." Kinda beats that 
1-800-Flowers package you 
got your girlfriend last year, 
huh, dude? 


INXS. Whatever the thinking was behind the Todd 
Rundgren soft-rock ballad “Hello It’s Me," how- 
ever, is lost to time. 

The music was eventually halted following 
complaints from the Vatican. Noriega sur- 
rendered on January 3, 1990, and is currently 
incarcerated—presumably without heavy metal 
accompaniment—in Florida. 


DID BOB DYLAN ALMOST JOIN THE GRATEFUL DEAD? 
CINDY MORRIS, PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 


Yes. He asked to join, and strangely—since they'd 
called him a “living oracle"—they turned him 
down. Asking to join the Dead might seem unduly 
humble for the world's greatest songwriter, but 
by the late '80s, after a decade in the doldrums, 
Dylan was feeling pretty humble. In 1987, sens- 
ing he needed a push, Dead leader Jerry Garcia 
persuaded Dylan to join them on a tour that was 
generally dismissed by fans of both acts. 

Then, in February 1989, he again joined the 
Dead onstage in Inglewood, California, and was 
so enthused that the following day he called their 
office and asked to become a full-time band 
member. According to Bob Weir, most of the 
band was keen, but one member—probably bass- 
ist Phil Lesh—voted against Zimmy. [#! 


YOUR QUESTIONS 


Ask Blender, 1040 Sixth Avenue, 22nd floor, 
New York, NY 10018 


E-mail: askblender@blender.com 


Please include your first and last name, your 
hometown and your state or province. 


BONO; PATRICK QUIGLY/RETNA UK; YOUNG: OLA BERGMAN/IDOLS 
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SINCE WE'RE NOT AS COOL AS, SAY, JAMES LIPTON, WE NEEDED TO 
DIGITALLY MANIPULATE THIS PHOTOGRAPH AND THE ONES ON THE BOTTOM 
OF PAGES 74 AND 78. BUT THEY LOOK TOTALLY REAL, RIGHT? 
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IN APRIL 2005, COMEDY SUPERSTAR DAVE CHAPPELLE mane 

HEADLINES BY WALKING AWAY FROM HIS SMASH TV SHOW—AND A BOATLOAD OF 
CASH—AMID A FLURRY OF RUMORS AND INNUENDO. NEARLY A YEAR LATER, HE’S 
RETURNED—SORT OF—WITH A REVEALING HIP-HOP CONCERT FILM AND 

AN UNCERTAIN PROFESSIONAL FUTURE 


BY KYLE POPE // PHOTO ILLUSTRATIONS BY MICHAEL ELINS 


TANDING IN A NEW York 


City recording studio, microphone in hand, 
Dave Chappelle and his pickup band are 
improvising the blues. 

The band starts up and Chappelle com- 
poses his lyrics on the fly: 


T have got issues. 

Ba na na nup. 

I've got more problems than I can count. 
Ba na na nup. 

That's why I say ... Fuck it! 


At this point, the comedian doubles 
over laughing, and the band abandons the 
rest of the vamp. Though the world won't 
know it for another few months, the melt- 
down of Dave Chappelle has begun. 

Chappelle is in New York to pull off 
what began as an elaborate lark—a free 
outdoor concert in Brooklyn’s Bedford- 
Stuyvesant neighborhood featuring some 
of the biggest names in progressive hip- 
hop. The idea took root a few months ear- 
lier, during a bus ride to a stand-up gig with 
Michel Gondry, a friend and an acclaimed 
video and film director. Why not bring 
together all of Chappelle’s music buddies 
for an unannounced concert that’s about 
more than money? Why not do something 
good for the world, for a change? 

Within weeks, Chappelle was on the 
phone with everyone from the Fugees to 
Kanye West and Erykah Badu pitching his 
guerilla concert idea. By early autumn, the 
party was on. 

At that moment, in the fall of 2004, 
Chappelle was a hard guy to turn down. 
The laconic 32-year-old was the hottest, 
rawest and funniest comedian in America. 
His Chappelle's Show on Comedy Central 
was drawing more than 3 million viewers a 
week, and Chappelle had just signed a $50 
million deal with the network that would be 
one of the richest in TV history. 

The concert should have been a celebra- 
tion of a suburban kid who made it big after 
slogging away in the stand-up and B-movie 
world since age 14. But instead, the gig, 
and the movie shot by Eternal Sunshine of 
the Spotless Mind auteur Gondry to docu- 
ment it, has become a window into one of 
the weirdest, most scrutinized wig-outs in 
recent Hollywood history. Only weeks after 
the concert ended, Chappelle would become 
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DAVE CHAPPELLE IS NOT THE FIRST CELEBRITY TO UNEXPECTEDLY AND VOLUNTARILY 
DOWNSIZE HIS OWN CAREER BY CLARK COLLIS 


J.D. SALINGER 

While Salinger'’s novel The Catcher in the 

Rye sells a quarter of a million copies every 
year, literature's most famous recluse hasn't 
published any new writings since 1965. When 
biographer lan Hamilton requested an inter- 
view in the early ‘80s, Salinger responded that 
he had “borne all the exploitation and loss of 
privacy | can bear in a lifetime.” The author cut 
off communication with daughter Margaret 
when her 2000 memoir depicted him as a reli- 
gious nut and drinker of his own urine. 


GRETA GARBO 

The Scandinavian-born daughter of a toilet 
cleaner, Garbo was one of Hollywood's most 
glamorous movie stars. Then, in 1941, the 
36-year-old announced her retirement for 
reasons that may have been connected to the 


RICKY WILLIAMS 

Q: What did Ricky Williams say after a three- 
day pot binge? A: “I quit what?” That was just 
one of the jokes that came in the wake of the 
Miami Dolphins running back’s 2004 decision 
to leave the NFL after failing his third drug 
test. Williams studied yoga, followed Lenny 
Kravitz on tour and made a pilgrimage to the 
birthplace of fellow cheeba-lover Bob Marley 
before returning to football and a rigorous 
schedule of urine-testing after the Dolphins 
won an $8.6 million breach-of-contract suit. 


MARCEL DUCHAMP 

For over a decade, this French-American 

surrealist was one of the world's most gifted 

artists. But he gave it up in 1923 to play, write 

about and teach ... chess. Resisting nearly 
all, presumably lucrative, attempts to lure 


so-called “Swedish iceberg"’s secret bisexu- 


ality. She moved to New York, where she 
shunned the press and collected plastic 
trolls until her death in 1990. 


AL GREEN 

In 1977, after selling 

30 million records, 

Green stopped record- 

ing sex-drenched soul 

and turned to religion, 
buying a Memphis church 
and becoming ordained 

as a minister. The singer 
still preaches but has begun 
recording secular music again and 
acknowledges, “If you really want to 
get the girl, put on some Al Green." 


The uniform 
was the 
other reason 
George Vill 
abdicated. 


him back into the art world, Duchamp 
pledged his allegiance to the ege- 
heads, claiming that chess “has all the 
beauty of art—but is much purer.” 


EDWARD VIII 
Asurefire inductee to the 
Pussy-Whipped Hall of Fame, 
the King of England abdicated 
in 1936 to marry his American 
girlfriend, Wallis Simpson. The 
British government, as well 
as the public, resented that 
Simpson had been married 
during her seven-year affair with 
Edward, who moved to Paris with 
his bride rather than lord over the 
morally outraged nation. 


so estranged from the Chappelle’s Show staff 
and the rest of his entourage that he would 
accuse them of plying him with drugs and 
constructing office walls to, literally, fence 
him in. Ultimately, he would walk away 
from the show and the $50 million, fire his 
inner circle, flee to South Africa and vow 
never again to let himself get swallowed by 
the Hollywood machine. 


What happened to Chappelle during 
those months remains, more than a year 
and a half later, one of the entertainment 
industry’s most compelling mysteries. The- 
ories range from a drug problem to mental 
illness to a spiritual breakdown. (Chap- 
pelle, a Muslim, tried to make a pilgrimage 
to Mecca during the hiatus, according to 
media reports, but was thwarted when 
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DAVE CHAPPELLE 


he couldn't get a visa.) In February, Chap- 
pelle went on the The Oprah Winfrey Show 
to try and clear things up, but his splintered 
appearance raised nearly as many ques- 
tions as it answered. He declined repeated 
requests from Blender to talk about his 
departure or what led up to it. 

But an advance viewing of the concert 
movie Dave Chappelle’s Block Party and 
interviews with the musicians who were 
there for the taping fill in many of the 
blanks about what happened. They speak 
of the pressures of being a black enter- 
tainer with a mass (read: white) audience, 
of trying to maintain your artistic integrity 
and of the underside of fame. Chappelle’s 
story isn’t as tabloid-purple as a Mariah 
Carey-style breakdown—a married father 
of two who makes his home not in Beverly 
Hills or South Beach but on a farm in rural 
Ohio, Chappelle is considered by friends to 
be unusually unassuming, grounded and 
self-aware. Which makes his implosion that 
much more interesting, not to mention cau- 
tionary: If Dave Chappelle can’t survive Hol- 
lywood, who can? 

GEO 
BLOCK PARTY, RELEASED in 
early March, may be a difficult 
movie for audiences to peg. On 
the one hand, it is an unabashed 
concert flick—and a very good 
one—patterned in part after 
Wattstax, the legendary 1973 
concert film set in the Watts 
neighborhood of L.A. The music 
(soon to be a soundtrack from Gef- 


fen Records) fades in and out of the rest of 


the action, and the concert footage itself is 
vibrant and raw. 

But the music takes a back seat to Chap- 
pelle. Live performances from stalwart alt- 
rap artists Mos Def, Talib Kweli, the Roots, 
Kanye West, Dead Prez and the Fugees are 
interspersed with commentary from the 
comedian as he puts the show together 
and travels to his Ohio hometown, where 
he tries to convince some locals—and an 
entire college marching band—to join 
him in Brooklyn. 

It is in these asides that Chappelle 
gives voice to some of the concerns 
that would later lead to his flight from 
TV. Throughout the movie, Chappelle 
talks about the importance of giving 
something back and of staying true to 
your core—themes that would later come 
to torpedo his television career. 

“We all have a very personal message 
that we're trying to get across,” Chappelle 
tells the camera at one point. “And it’s 
about more than making money.” 

Despite the fact that his star power was 
nearing its peak at the time, musicians who 
spent time with Chappelle at the concert 
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say it’s clear that he felt exploited by people 
who had little respect for his work but a ton 
of interest in his wallet. 

“The trials and tribulations of com- 
edy aren't that different from hip-hop,” 
says rapper Talib Kweli, who performs in 
the film with his Black Star partner Mos 
Def. “A lot of time when you make art, it’s 
hard to know what you're worth. The fact 
that there’s a machine set up to sell what 
comes from our soul just makes what we 
do a product.” 

Kweli says he later sat down and talk- 
ed with Chappelle about why he walked 
away from his show. “People around Dave 
thought they had control of him, the kind 
of control that he wasn’t prepared to give 
up,” Kweli says. “He decided to show peo- 
ple how much control he had by leaving.” 

Chappelle was facing the same con- 
flict that eventually plagues many success- 
ful African-American entertainers: As the 
audience for Chappelle’s Show grew more 
and more main- 
stream, Chap- 
pelle found that 
some of his 


All that money, 
still can’t afford a 
proper chair. 


w COMEDY CENTRAL NEEDS DAVE Mesa 
THAN DAVE NEEDS COMEDY CENTRAL.” 


ROOTS DRUMMER AHMIR THOMPSON 


newer fans weren't laughing with him—as 
he parodied a blind KKK member who 
doesn’t know he’s black or goofs in his 
now-iconic caricature of a womanizing Rick 
James—but at him. 

“It wasn’t that far from the shuck and 
jive of vaudeville,” says Ahmir Thompson, 
the drummer for the Roots and a longtime 
friend of Chappelle's. Thompson recalls a 
Chappelle gig at Madison Square Garden 
in New York, when white frat boys in the 
audience heckled Chappelle to “do” one of 
his stock characters. “I was uncomfortable 
watching it,” Thompson says. “I think he 
just got tired of it and walked away.” 

“As long as we're in America, especially 
in entertainment, there’s a foundation of 
racial tension,” says Talib Kweli. “And any- 
time you have a young black person like 
Chris Tucker or Dave Chappelle who takes 
control of their career, people automatically 
call him crazy.” 


CEO 
WHILE IT’S NOW obvious that Chappelle 


was rethinking his career in Septem- 
ber 2004, the last straw came two 
months later. Chappelle was on 
the set of his show, made up in 
blackface and white lipstick to play 
a hectoring pixie who prods Afri- 
can-Americans to act in stereotypi- 
cal ways. 
While Chappelle initially 
liked the way the bit was 
written, he didn’t like the 
laughter he heard on the 
set—particularly from a 
white staffer. Somehow, 
Chappelle thought, the bit 
had morphed from satire to 
race-baiting itself. 
Almost immediately after 
that, all work on the show 
stopped. Throughout early 
2005, Comedy Central tried to 
spin the turmoil, putting out 
word that Chappelle had the 
flu and that the show was sim- 
ply going into hiatus. When a 
planned April restart came 
and went, the production 
finally stopped and Chappelle’s 
Show fell into purgatory. 

On April 28, Chappelle 
broke. The comedian board- 
ed a plane and flew to South 
Africa, without even telling 
his wife. 

The Hollywood press 
corps went nuts. Entertain- 
ment Weekly reported that 
he had checked himself into 
a mental hospital. (The > 
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DAVE CHAPPELLE 


magazine, speciously, also said his publicist 
denied “persistent rumors” of drug use.) 
Newsweek, meanwhile, blamed the episode 
on “too much partying.” 

It was Time that ultimately got the scoop. 
In an interview from Durban, South Africa, 
Chappelle denied that he was on drugs and 
said the closest he'd gotten to a loony bin 
was a single sit-down with a shrink. 

The truth was, he was burned out and 
stressed that the show—his show—was 
being snatched away from him. “I didn’t 
like the direction of the show. I was trying to 
explain it to people, and no one was feeling 
me,” he told the magazine. “So I figured, 
let me just cut myself off from everybody, 
take a minute and pull a Flintstone—stop 
a speeding car by using my bare feet as the 
brakes.” 

“I think he’s brave,” says Jill Scott, one 
of the performers in Block Party. “Even the 
funniest man in the world ... can recognize 


ra 


Today, Comedy Central's official line is 
that the network would love to have Chap- 
pelle back. Before he walked off the set, the 
comedian had shot enough material for 
four or five new episodes, which the net- 
work will air in June. 

In commercials to promote the new 
mini-season, Comedy Central seems to be 
making light of what happened to its most 


“WE ALL HAVE A VERY PERSONAL MESSAGE 
THAT WE’RE TRYING TO GET ACROSS. AND IT’S 


ABOUT MORE THAN MAKING MONEY. 


that life isn’t just about laughs and money. 
What use is gaining the whole world if you 


lose your soul?” 
NOT EVERYONE, HOWEVER, is as 


impressed by Chappelle’s time out. In a 
recent interview, South Park’s Matt Stone 
sympathized with Chappelle, to a point. “I 
can understand how [he] probably thought 
he was becoming the minstrel he was mak- 
ing fun of,” Stone recently told a maga- 
zine. “But you know, he’s honestly kind of 
troubled. It’s like, ‘Dude, everyone wants to 
fucking walk away. But you don’t, because 
that’s lame.’” 

Comedy Central would choose even 
stronger language than “lame.” The com- 
pany had spent millions of dollars to pro- 
mote the third season of Chappelle's Show 
when the comedian bolted. 
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famous star. In them, an Oz-like wizard 
tries to entice Chappelle to come back into 
the showbiz fold. When Chappelle says 
his goals for the season are to “stay true to 
myself, you know, speak my mind,” the wiz- 
ard laughs: “TV Guide was right. You are the 
funniest man on television.” 

Privately, though, Comedy Central 
executives are fuming, especially after 
Chappelle appeared on Oprah and accused 
the network of undermining him. “I was 
deliberately being put through stress,” he 
told Winfrey, claiming co-workers tried to 
give him “psychotic medication” and even 
built a wall around his office, separating 
him from the staff. “When you’re a guy 
that generates money, people have a vested 
interest in controlling you.” 

Comedy Central counters that if there 
were problems on the set, they were of 
Chappelle’s making, since he had nearly 


Clockwise from top left: Talib Kweli performs in Dave 
Chappelle's Block Party; Dave tells not-all to Oprah in 
February; Dave mans the bongos in Brooklyn, 2004. 


complete autonomy. “Dave hired every sin- 
gle person on that set. That was his show,” 
says one executive who worked closely 
with Chappelle. After watching Chappelle’s 
pained performance on Oprah, the execu- 
tive said, “He doesn’t seem like he’s got it 
all together.” 

Ironically, it was just before the 
Block Party taping that Comedy Central 
announced its blockbuster $50 million deal 
for Chappelle. It was a number that would 
weigh down on Chappelle and would feed 
the media frenzy that followed his disap- 
pearance. 

In truth, the deal was $50 million in 
theory only. According to a lawsuit filed by 
Chappelle’s former manager (the details 
of which were confirmed by people at the 
network), Comedy Central gave Chappelle 
an up-front payment of $4.5 million and 
agreed to pay him $275,000 per episode 
and $25,000 per repeat for season three. 

Extraordinarily, the deal also gave the 
comedian half of the proceeds from the 
sale of Chappelle’s Show DVDs from sea- 
sons one and two. That alone was a wind- 
fall: Chappelle’s Show DVDs have sold 6 mil- 
lion copies to date, more than any other TV 
show DVD. Industry experts say giving so 
much of the so-called “back end” to a per- 
former is practically unheard-of. “You need 
to go back to Seinfeld to find something that 
even comes close,” says a Hollywood law- 
yer who has negotiated royalty deals with 
other TV stars. “They backed up the truck 
for Dave.” Based on the terms of the royalty 
deal, Chappelle’s DVD take could already be 
nearing $60 million. 

What happens to all that money now is 
unclear. Under the terms of the deal, Chap- 
pelle is still getting paid for DVD sales and 
for series reruns that continue to air regu- 
larly on Comedy Central. But legal experts 
say there’s a fair argument to be made that 
Chappelle breached his contract by walking 
away. And, if things got particularly nas- > 
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[ DAVE CHAPPELLE ] 


series it could no longer air. 


In his lawsuit, Mustafa Abuelhija, Chap- } 
pelle’s longtime personal assistant turned de : 
facto manager, basically accuses the come- } 
dian of hanging him out to dry, abandon- : 
ing him after years spent working together : 
to help build Chappelle's career. Abuelhija : 
is asking for more than $800,000 in lost i 
revenue, a number that could grow if film : 
and other projects Abuelhija helped develop : 


pan out. 


Even Block Party is entagled in the mess: : 
Abuelhija is credited as a producer of the : 
movie and says he helped put the concert : 
together. (Many of the artists in the movie, : 
for instance, didn’t commit until mere days : 
before taping was set to begin, creating } 
logistical and security nightmares.) Accord- } 
ing to the lawsuit, Chappelle put more than ; 
$1 million of his own money into the film, : 
in exchange for 60% of its profits. Of that, 


Abuelhija argues, he’s owed 10%. 


As to what happens next with Comedy : 
Central, Chappelle told Oprah he was will- 
ing to return to the show if certain vague : 
concessions were made. In December, : 
Chappelle sat down for dinner in Los Ange- : 
les with Doug Herzog, the president of the : 
network. By the end of the meal, the comic } 
agreed that he wanted to move ahead with : 
Chappelle’s Show and would get back to Her- } 


zog on what would happen next. 


Says Steve Albani, a Comedy Central 
spokesman, “We still haven’t heard from : 


Dave.” 


IT’S LOST ON no one that the final set i 
piece of Block Party is the reunion of the : 
Fugees. The trio’s vocalist Lauryn Hill 
famously stepped away from her career at : 
the peak of her powers amidst rumors of } 
religious conversion, relationship strife and : 
flat-out craziness, and Chappelle told Time : 


that Hill has helped counsel him through : “Who 
: kindling?” 


his own crisis. 


“Sometimes it just gets overwhelming : 
and you need to just sit back and chill,” says 
the Fugees’ Wyclef Jean. “A lot of people : 
have tried to put the Fugees back together : 


and it just never worked.” 
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ty, he could be asked to repay the network : 
for lost revenue and the cost of marketing a : 


MONEY TO BURN 


HAD DAVE CHAPPELLE STUCK AROUND TO 
COLLECT HIS $50 MILLION, HERE ARE JUST A 
FEW WAYS HE COULD HAVE BLOWN THE 
WHOLE WAD 


25,000,000 


BEAN PIES FROM KARIM’S IN DETROIT 


6,250,000 


VHS COPIES OF HIS FILM DEBUT, 
ROBIN HOOD: MEN IN TIGHTS 


3,846,154 


COPIES OF RICK JAMES’S 
ULTIMATE COLLECTION 


22,727 


POUNDS OF HIGH-GRADE 
HUMBOLDT COUNTY WEED 


GULFSTREAM V-SP PRIVATE JET 


.28 


OF THE NEW YORK YANKEES’ 2006 PAYROLL 


001 


OF VIACOM, COMEDY CENTRAL'S 
PARENT COMPANY 


.O00! 


OF THE 2007 U.S, DEFENSE 
DEPARTMENT BUDGET 


“Who needs 


: From left: Chappelle performing in Los Angeles, June 2005; 
: glad-handing ex-boss Bill Hilary of Comedy Central; at 
: home in Ohio. 


The reunion scene, which is capped by 
Hill pouring her heart into a bittersweet ver- 


: sion of “Killing Me Softly,” is mesmerizing, 
: and Jean says he's sure it won't be the last 
: time the band plays together. “Our general 
: feeling was, ‘Let's do this shit again,’”” he 
: says. “And now we're back. I give Dave all 
i the credit.” 


Chappelle has always been a great fan 


i of hip-hop, ending each of his Comedy 
: Central shows with an imaginatively staged 
: live rap performance. His friendships with 


Kweli and Thompson go back years, and it 


doesn’t take a psychoanalyst to look at the 
: acts that Chappelle hand-picked for Block 


Party—Kanye West, Mos Def, the Roots, 


: Dead Prez, Erykah Badu, the Fugees—and 
: guess how the choices might have played 
: into his psyche: All of them are artists who 
? to some degree have rejected the money- 
: grab and success-at-all-costs ethos of cur- 
: rent celebrity culture for a more bohemian, 
: more afrocentric, more socially conscious 
i approach to their art. “Not every part of you 
:_ can be for sale,” Chappelle says at one point 
? in the movie. 


Thompson, who served as musical 


: director of Block Party, says Chappelle’s 
: absence has only added to the comedian’s 
? mystique. 


“Comedy Central needs Dave more 


i than Dave needs Comedy Central,” he said. 
? “Dave will still take calls about TV projects 
: and film projects and stand-up. But he'll 
: do them when they're right and when he’s 
i ready.” 


Chappelle may not be there yet. In recent 


i weeks, his off-screen persona has remained 
: erratic. He’s cancelled media appearances to 
: promote the movie (including a planned sit- 
} down with Howard Stern) but he showed up 
: to introduce infamous hermit Sly Stone at 
: the 2006 Grammy telecast. 


“Life is a funny, unpredictable thing,” 
Chappelle says near the end of Block 
Party. “I like the element of surprise.” 
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THEY COULD HAVE BEEN "THE 

DE NIROS" 

That was one of the band's early, 
rejected names, along with the 
Rubber Band and the Motels (some- 
one else had dibs on the latter). After 
much debate, lead singer Julian 
Casablancas, 27, came up with “the 
Strokes”: “We're such picky bastards, 
and it was the first name that no one 
could refute,” he says. 


De Niro in Taxi 
Driver: On second 
thought, we'll just 
take the bug 


The proposed 
Gunsmoke remake 
never really got off 
the ground: 
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CASABLANCAS AND HAMMOND 
WERE LIKE SISKEL & EBERT, BUT 
HIGH 

For years, Casablancas and guitarist 
Albert Hammond Jr., 25, shared an 
apartment in downtown NYC that 
served not only as a makeshift studio 
but also as a DIY movie theater, 
thanks to an old projector they'd 
scored from a bar. “Nikolai [Fraiture] 
worked at a video store, and he'd 
bring over movies,” remembers 
Hammond. “He brought The Adven- 
tures of Sebastian Cole—we put it on, 
got stoned. It was so cool.” 
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VALENS! GAVE HIS TEACHERS HELL 
When drummer Fabrizio Moretti, 
25, and guitarist Nick Valensi, 25, 
were students at Manhattan's posh 
Dwight School in the late 1990s, 
they shared an English class—much 
to their teacher's chagrin. “Nick 
would walk in stoned every day,” 
remembers Moretti. “One time, the 
teacher asked, ‘What did you think 
of the books?" Nick raised his hand 
and said, ‘| thought they sucked.’ 
She started crying in front of the 
whole class.” 
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QUEENS DID NOT TREAT THEM WELL 
Lower East Side venues such as 
ACME Underground and the Mercury 
Lounge helped cement the Strokes’ 
must-see reputation, but in their 
early days they'd trek anywhere to 
find an audience—even the not-so- 
rocking borough of Queens, where 
the audience was more interested 

in watching a baseball game than 

a band. “It was so bad," winces 
Hammond, “Those kinda shows 
make you who you are.” 
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FRAITURE’S MUSICAL CAREER WAS 
INSPIRED BY HIS GRANDFATHER ... 
“| didn't start playing [bass] until | 
was 19," says Fraiture, 27. “When | 
graduated high school, my grandfa- 
ther said he would buy me a gift for 
graduating. | was like, ‘What should 

| get?’ Julian was like, ‘Get a bass!’ 
And | gave Julian the bass; | didn't 
really use it for a year. Eventually they 
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needed a bass player, and | was like, 
‘Why didn’t | do this sooner?” 
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... AND A DISEASE-RIDDEN TICK 
While in his late teens, Fraiture took a 
trip with a girlfriend to a New Orleans 
youth hostel. Not surprisingly, that 
didn't turn out so well. “I fell ill with 
Rocky Mountain Fever," he says. “It's 
like lyme disease, but more intense." 
The disease laid him up for so long, 
he rethought his academic career 
and decided to join the band. 


7 


THE U.K. HAD STROKE MANIA LONG 
BEFORE WE DID 

Thanks to six straight months of 
rampant British press hype, the 
Strokes’ slot at the 2001 Read- 

ing Festival was moved at the last 
minute from an 8,000-capacity tent 
to the massive mainstage alongside 
Iggy Pop and Green Day—and their 
album hadn't even been released 
yet. “| actually shat myself,” Moretti 
jokes. “If you came up near the drum 
riser, you'd have to wear one of those 
Michael Jackson masks.” 
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DON'T EVER, EVER HIRE THEM. FOR 

ANYTHING 

Pre-fame, the band were lousy wage- 
slaves: Hammond got canned from a 


THE STROKES §S THIS IT 


record-store gig, while Valensi barely 
made it through multiple stints as a 
waiter in several upscale Manhattan 
eateries. “I was terrible," he says. “I 
would get stoned before work and 
forget everything.” As for Moretti, he 
was dismissed from a frozen yogurt 
joint for taking too many smoke 
breaks. “He made the best banana- 
strawberry smoothie,” says Valensi. “| 
think he put heroin in it.” 
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THERE IS A SIXTH STROKE 

Ryan Gentles was a booker at down- 
town Manhattan's Mercury Lounge 
when he first saw the Strokes; he 
set them up with a now-infamous 
in-house residency at the club and 
eventually became their manager. 
“He talked very well," recalls Fraiture. 
“We trusted him right away.” 
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THE “NEW YORK SCENE” WAS A 
MYTH 

The media portrayed 2001-era 

New York City as a battleground of 
well-coiffed, on-the-verge young 
bands. “There was a handful of really 
good New York bands at the time,” 
says Valensi, “but it wasn’t a scene. 
It wasn't like we were hanging out 
with Interpol at the Mercury Lounge. 
Karen O and me didn't go see Back to 
the Future Ill together.” 


Early press copies and some interna- 


tional versions of Is This It featured 
a sexy black-and-white portrait of 


a leather-clad hand on a woman's 
butt; it was suddenly replaced by a 
microscopic close-up of particles 


colliding, leading many to believe the 


image was nixed by the label. In fact 


Casablancas had it pulled. “I liked the 
: ass, but didn't love it,” he says. 
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EVEN NEW YORK CITY COPS 
APPROVE OF 'EM 

Despite the Is This It tune “NYC 
Cops”—with its pithy put-down 
chorus “New York City cops/They 
ain't too smart"—the boys in blue 
have not come down on the boys 

in vintage black blazers. “At the 
[studio], we had some cops who 
were like, ‘We heard you guys were 
rehearsing here, and we just wanted 
to say hi," says Casablancas. "The 
song was more funny than anything.” 
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THEY WON'T BE WORKING WITH 
NIGEL GODRICH AGAIN 
Sophomore CD Room on Fire was 
supposed to be produced by Nigel 
Godrich (Radiohead, Beck). But 
tempers flared up over his some- 
times-combative style. “I love 

the guy,” says Moretti. “But | felt 
when we walked into the control 
room, it was his space, and | felt a 
little vulnerable." The songs were 
dumped, and the band convinced 
Is This It producer Gordon Raphael 
to take over. 
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OPINIONS ARE SPLIT OVER ROOM 
ON FIRE, THE ALBUM ... 

The 2003 follow-up to Is This It 
earned so-so reviews and sold only 
half as many copies as its predeces- 
sor. Still, Valensi has no regrets: “In 
20 years, people will look back on it 
as one of the most highly regarded 
Strokes albums,” he says. “I think it 
will age very well ... like a fine wine.” 
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... BUT EVERYONE AGREES THAT 
THE TOUR SUCKED 

Thanks to drugs, pressures and 

bad planning, the Fire tour became 
one big nerve-shattering hell ride 
for the group. “It was terrible,” says 
Moretti. “We [were] doing it because 
we had to, not because we wanted 
to: It was weird to board an airplane 
and fear that your friends would 
kick you off. It was right before we 
made some life-changing decisions, 
such as going clean from drinking, 
drugs, everything.” 


DE NIRO: EVERETT COLLECTION 
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CASABLANCAS IS GETTING ON THE 
WAGON ... 

Really! After untold boozy shows and 
run-ins, Casablancas is no longer 
hitting the sauce, in part due to the 
Room on Fire tour fiasco and its 
aftermath. “I think drinking had a 
relatively large role in it,” he says. 
Then again, “I was also sober for a 
while on tour, and it still sucked.” 
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..» AND GETTING OVER HIMSELF 
His new motto? “It doesn't matter 
how much you have accomplished, 
or how hard you work, you can never 
earn the right to be an asshole.” 
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THEY WATCH WAY TOO MUCH TV 
Spend an hour with the band and 
you'll hear a dozen TV-show refer- 
ences, from The Simpsons to Family 
Guy to the late, lamented Mr. Show. 
“| watched [Show] at 14, getting 
stoned,” Hammond says. “It changed 
my life as much as music did.” 
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THEY DON'T WANT THEIR MTV 

For the 2002 Video Music Awards, 
MTV wanted to join the Strokes, the 
Hives and the Vines in one big cele- 
bration of “the"-ness. “They wanted 
us to play a snippet of our songs,” 
says Fraiture. “We said no, and they 
got kind of angry. | think we got a lot 
of people mad at us at MTV.” 
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SAN DIEGO MAKES THEM CRINGE 

At a 2002 gig in the California city, 
Casablancas completely lost his 
voice. “I didn’t want to go out, but 
we'd never canceled a show before,” 
says Casablancas. “We were playing 
with Har Mar Superstar and Long- 
wave, and | had them come out and 
sing songs. People were walking out.” 
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THEY ALL LOOK ALIKE 

Non-fans often get the Strokes con- 
fused with each other, even those 
who should know better. “I was hang- 
ing out with my girlfriend at CBGB's,” 
says Hammond, “and Page Six said 
Fab was cheating on Drew, making 
out with this blonde girl! That was 
me." Awk-ward! 
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THEY'VE SOLD OUT—EN FRANCE! 
Even though the Strokes rarely 
license songs for movies or television 
shows in the States, they turned over 
Room on Fire's “The End Has No End” 
for a power company commercial in 
France. "[We liked it] better than our 
videos,” says Casablancas. 
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YOU WON'T CATCH THEM BOWING 
TO THE PORCELAIN GODS 

The band's studio in Manhattan may 
have mice, but at least there's a 
private bathroom. “It feels shitty to 
go in there when it’s all nasty,” says 
Hammond, a self-confessed neat 
freak. “So we have people to come 
in there and clean. We've done well 
enough to not clean toilets.” 
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MORETTI'S GOOD TO HIS FANS 

On the night of First Impressions of 
Earth's release, Moretti headed to 

a Los Angeles Virgin Megastore at 
midnight to pick up his own copy; 
not surprisingly, he wound up bump- 
ing into a group of Strokes fans. “! 
invited them all to have a drink, and 
promised myself that the bill would 
be twice as much as what they paid 
for the record. We got wasted!" 
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THEY DON'T TRUST THEIR RECORD 
LABEL 


Months before First Impressions of 
Earth's release date, the Internet was 
clogged with suspiciously easy-to- 


Even they're 
watching 
Family Guy. 


find early tracks. “I think it was the 
record label,” says Moretti. “It was 

song by song. If | was a kid who got 
the whole record, I'd put the whole 
record on the Internet.” 
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THEY DON'T MESS WITH 
GROUPIES ... 

Even though their shows are 
packed with throngs of doe-eyed 
hotties—including famous babes like 
Eva Mendes and Kirsten Dunst—the 
band's fanbase takes its cues from 
Joy of Cooking, not The Joy of Sex. 
"Somehow, the whole groupie thing 
turned motherly,” says Moretti. 
“Women stopped showing their tits 
and started baking us cakes.” 


: Anyone wanting to shag a Stroke had better 
: prepare to be disappointed, as the band 

: members have been off the market for 

: years: Casablancas married Juliet Joslin, 

: who works with the band's management 


: company, in February 2005; just a few 

: months earlier, Fraiture married Illy, with 

: whom he has a 1-year-old daughter, Elysia. 
: Hammond recently became engaged to 

: Catherine Pierce, one-half of the soft-rock 

: duo the Pierces, while Valensi’s shacking 

: up with his girlfriend, actress-photographer 


: Amanda de Cadenet, 33. And we hear Moret- 


: ti's dating some actress named Barrymore. 
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IF YOU WORK FOR US WEEKLY, 
YOU'RE ON MORETTI'S SHITLIST 

“| hate paparazzi," says Moretti, 
who's often trailed by shutterbugs 
when he's with Barrymore. “I used to 
be very angry. Now | pretend they're 
not there, and it's a lot more Zen.” 
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DYLAN KNOWS THE STROKES! 
SORT OF 

After a 2003 concert at New York 
City’s Hammerstein Ballroom, Moretti 
found himself backstage, just a 

few feet away from Mr. Zimmer- 
man himself. “I said, ‘I just want 

you to know | love your music, and 
you're such an inspiration to me," 
remembers Moretti. “He said ‘What's 
the name of your band?" | said, ‘The 
Strokes.’ And he said, ‘Aren't you 
guys from Detroit?” 
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STEVE JOBS MIGHT WANT TO TAKE 
“LAST NITE" OFF HIS NANO 

The night before Casablancas's 
wedding, he and Hammond tried to 
put together a matrimonial mix. “I 
wanted cool music," says Casablan- 
cas. “But iTunes, they don't have shit. 
| thought | blew it. But then we went 
to LimeWire and found everything.” 
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MORETTI GETS PRE-SHOW JITTERS 
“lL always get so fucking nervous 
when | play,” says Moretti, whose 
nerves have induced a complicated 
pre-show ritual. “I have to have a 
piece of tape [hanging] from the wall. 
| tear the tape in half, put one piece 
where it was before, and take the 
other piece and put it on my shirt.” 
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CASABLANCAS IS ALWAYS WIRED 
No, not that kinda wired: The singer 
carries a Dictaphone with him at all 
times so he can record spur-of-the- 
moment musical ideas. “Then | have 
a pen and paper,” he says, “so | won't 
be talking into a Dictaphone like a 
jackass. | can just pretend it’s my 
grocery list—actually, sometimes it is 
my grocery list.” 
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THEY'RE NOT GOING TO READ THIS 
ARTICLE 

“| try to ignore [the press] as much 
as | can," says Casablancas—hard 
to believe, considering the band's 
been on the cover of just about 
every magazine in the world besides 
Ophthalmologist’s Digest. "When | 
read things based on us, | feel it’s 
such horseshit most of the time. If | 
see it, I'll be quite depressed.” Sorry 
‘bout that! [sxe] 


TEPHANE CARDINALE/PEOPLE AVENUE/CORBIS 


) 


(ON/REDFERNS/RETNA LTD,; FAMILY GUY: FOX; BARRYMORE 


CASABLANCAS: JOHN GUNN 


BLENDER'S PROMOTIONAL SECTION 


GUEST LIST 


TROJAN® ULTRA THIN 


Introducing Trojan® Ultra 
Thin condoms, Trojan's 
thinnest latex condoms ever! 
At more than 25% thinner 
than standard condoms, 
they are designed to protect 
while providing ultimate 
sensitivity and feeling. 
www.trojancondoms.com 


————————————————— | 


ROCK OUT WITH SLIM JIM 
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hottest concert of 2006. 
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LAGUNA BEACH’S BREAKOUT HOTTIE, KRISTIN CAVALLARI, 
LOVES SLIPPING INTO BIKINIS AND MAKING OUT WITH 
MUSICIANS FOR HOURS ON END. KNEW WE SHOULD HAVE 
STUCK WITH THOSE PIANO LESSONS ... 


STYLING: PAUL & ISABELLE FOR LUXE; HAIR; FREDERICK PARNELL FOR REDKEN/CELESTINEAGENCY.COM; MAKEUP: KARAN MITCHELL FOR MAC/CELESTINEAGENCY.COM 


“And this is 
Where I'm gonna 
put the anchor 
tattoo..." 


[ KRISTIN CAVALLARI ] 


YOU WENT FROM JUNIOR YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL 
TO BEING A CELEBREALITY STAR. HAVE YOU HAD A 
PINCH-ME MOMENT? 


I've had a lot of them. The first was when 
I got the cover of Seventeen. And a couple 
of weeks ago I was on Letterman. Everyone 
was warning me, “He might be mean to 
you.” And I was so nervous, like, my mind 
was completely blank. 


YOU WERE ON LETTERMAN HAWKING GET THIS 
PARTY STARTED, A UPN SHOW YOU'RE CO- 
HOSTING WITH ETHAN ERICKSON. WHO THE HELL 
IS ETHAN ERICKSON? 


He’s been a correspondent for E! Wait, E! 
or Extra? No, Extra. He was on an episode 
of Friends, he’s done a Claritin commercial. 
He's like my older brother—he’s 36, I’m 
only 19. 

YOU'RE ON OPPOSITE ACCORDING TO JIM. WHY 


SHOULD WE PUT DOWN THE BEER COZY, REACH 
FOR THE REMOTE AND WATCH YOUR SHOW? 


It has the same feel as Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition—it’s that feel-good show 
that sucks you in and hopefully makes you 
cry at the end. It has a really good message 
about giving back to deserving people who 
had something unfortunate happen. 


WE'RE ALREADY TEARING UP. DO YOU CRY IN 
EVERY EPISODE? 


Pretty much. I mean, I cry easily. I cried in 
King Kong, when they killed Kong. 


WHAT KIND OF MUSIC DO YOU LIKE? 
I just love Gwen Stefani. But I also like the 
Rolling Stones and the Eagles too. 


YOU'RE IN A TEDDY GEIGER VIDEO— 
Oh, right, he’s another musician I abso- 
lutely love. 


YEAH, SURE. 

I swear! I’m not just saying that because I 
was in his video! 

IN THE VIDEO, YOU PICK THE SENSITIVE, OUTCAST 
MUSICIAN OVER THE HUNKY, POPULAR JOCK. 


WOULD YOU MAKE THE SAME CHOICE IN REAL 
LIFE? 


I would pick the musician. I swear to 
God! I’m not just saying that! I’ve never 
been attracted to jocks—musicians are 
more down to earth; they just have more 
to talk about. 
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YOU AND TEDDY MAKE OUT UNDERWATER IN THE 
VIDEO. THAT'S A NICE WAY TO MAKE A LIVING. 


It’s a lot harder than it looks. I kept getting 
water up my nose, and then I’d spit water 
into Teddy's mouth. We had to do at least 
20 takes. It was a lot of kissing. We were 
in the poo! for, like, two hours. I had the 
best time. 


IN THE POOL SCENE, YOU'RE WEARING A BIKINI. ON 
LAGUNA BEACH, THERE ARE LOTS OF SCENES OF 


YOU WEARING A BIKINI. DID MTV PRODUCERS EVER 


SAY, “HEY KRISTIN, MAYBE YOU COULD WEAR A 
BIKINI IN THIS NEXT SCENE"? 


I'll tell you this: No one’s life is that inter- 
esting. And I don’t think it was portrayed 
accurately at all. 


HOW COME WE NEVER SAW YOU— 

Studying or anything? I know, good ques- 
tion. Would you want to watch me study- 
ing? Probably not. 


OK, THEN, FOR THE RECORD: DID YOU EVER 
STUDY? 


Yeah. | did, like, really well in high school. 
I got a 3.6 GPA. 


WHICH WAS THE TOUGHEST EPISODE OF LAGUNA 
BEACH FOR YOU TO WATCH? 


Seeing my boyfriend Stephen lying to me 
and cheating on me with Lauren, that was 
hardest. He got a few phone calls from me 
after I saw it. [Laughs] There are certain 
other things you don’t want on national 
television, like me on spring break in 
Cabo, dancing on the bar. All of my friends 
were up there on the bar with me, but of 
course MTV made it seem like I was the 
only one up there. 


IN THE FIRST EPISODE, STEPHEN SAYS YOU'RE A 
“GOOD GIRL TO HOOK UP WITH” BUT THAT LAU- 
REN WOULD MAKE A BETTER GIRLFRIEND. THAT 
MUST'VE BEEN HARD TO WATCH. 


Yeah. But at the same time, he ended up 
with me, so something went right. 

NOW THAT LAUREN HAS HER OWN REALITY SHOW 
ON MTV, WOULD YOU APPEAR ON IT? 

Probably not. I’m moving on. I want to 
segue into acting. 

PLUS YOU REALLY HATE THAT LITTLE BITCH, 
RIGHT? 

I don’t hate her. I don’t hate her. I don’t 
hate her. We're just completely different. 
I’m very loud and I speak my mind. 
WHAT DO PEOPLE WHO DON'T LIKE YOU SAY 
ABOUT YOU? 

That I’m a bitch. I seemed like a bitch 
on Laguna Beach, so that’s a completely 
understandable opinion. 


“PEOPLE THINK I’M 
‘ABITCH BECAUSE 
I'M BRUTALLY HONEST.” 


~—— 
So 
—S 


ARE YOU A LITTLE BIT OF A BITCH? 

OK, here's the thing. People think I’m a 
bitch because I’m very honest, brutally 
honest. I'll tell you what's on my mind. 
But no, I think I’m a very nice person. 
Unless you do something to me. 

OK. WE WON'T, WHAT'S THE QUESTION YOU'RE 
MOST TIRED OF BEING ASKED? 

There are a couple: “Is Laguna Beach real?” 
“Do you really hate Lauren?” And “Did 
Stephen and you really date?” Some people 
think we're 25-year-old actors who don’t 
live in Laguna. Some don't even think 
Kristin’s my real name. I’m like, “No, 
that’s real.” 


TELL ME ABOUT YOUR BOYFRIEND, BRODY JENNER. 
He’s the drummer in a band called 
Facehumper. 


OH, CHRIST. NICE NAME. 

Yeah, obviously that’s a name I don’t go 
telling everybody. [Laughs] They sound like 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers. 


IF WE DRUG-TESTED YOU, WHAT WOULD WE FIND? 
Just alcohol. Nothing else. | swear to God. 
Even if I wanted to do drugs, I've been 
working so much that I couldn't. 


YOU'VE NEVER SMOKED MARIJUANA? 
No. [Laughs] 
HMM. THAT LAUGH DOESN'T SEEM VERY CONVINC- 


ING, PLUS, YOU TOLD TEEN PEOPLE THAT YOU'VE 
TRIED COCAINE. 


Yeah, I tried it in Laguna. I know a lot of 
people who do it, it was around in my high 
school, but it’s not for me. It’s fun for 20 
minutes, but the kind of people who do 

it are shady. They lie a lot, they’re always 
on guard like they're trying to hide some- 
thing. They have to lie about doing coke so 
they'll lie about doing other stuff. Lying’s 
my No. 1 thing—I hate that. 


DON'T LIE: WHO DO YOU HAVE A CRUSH ON? 
Johnny Depp! Maybe I'll go stalk him in 
Paris. He’s an amazing actor, and that’s 
really sexy. 

MAYBE YOU COULD BE IN THE NEXT PIRATES OF 
THE CARIBBEAN SEQUEL, 

I would do it in a heartbeat. I’m sure 
they’d put me in a bikini somehow. [=] 


Despite clearly 
being chilly, Kristin 
defiantly forgoes 
pants. 
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Left to right: Hawthorne 
Heights's Eron Bucciarelli, 
Matt Ridenour, Casey Calvert, 
J.T. Woodruff and Micah Carli, 
and the WWE's Edge. 
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THE LAST TIME 1 was here 1 


saw the Insane Clown Posse,” says 
Hawthorne Heights bassist Matt Ridenour, 
inspecting the interior of Dayton, Ohio’s 
Hara Arena, “They came down in cages and 
had a fake SWAT team. But what I really 
remember is seeing two people, completely 
naked, having sex on the floor.” 

A bizarre sight, to be sure. But, this 
afternoon, it is possible that the venue is 
about to play host to an even stranger one. 
For Hawthorne Heights have chosen to 
spend their Blender-provided $848 ona day 
of sweaty fun with the visiting World Wres- 
tling Entertainment. Tonight the Dayton- 
based quintet will enjoy a full evening’s 
worth of grapple-heavy entertainment, but 
first it has been arranged for the band to 
receive a tutorial from recently crowned 
WWE champion Edge. 

On the surface, a day of suplexes and pile- 
drivers sounds like an excessively testostero- 
neous diversion for such a, well, emotional 
emo group. But, as the group's 28-year-old 
frontman, J.T. Woodruff, explains—climb- 
ing with the rest of the band into the WWE 
wrestling ring—boredom can go a long way 
in bringing out one’s killer instinct (or at 
least one’s desire to watch hairy, well-oiled 
men body-slam each other). “We wanted to 
do something we hadn't done before,” says 
Woodruff. “And there's not really that much 
to do in Dayton.” 

“Let's get ready to rumble!” Ridenour, 24, 
shouts. 

“Yeah, get this guy out here!” adds guitar- 
ist Micah Carli, 26. “Let's kick his ass!” 

That this is unlikely to happen becomes 
clear when Edge himself arrives—all six feet 
five inches, 240 fat-free pounds of him. The 
wrestler is what is known in the business 
as a “heel,” which means he does every- 
thing in his power to make himself hated 
by fans, be that gouging an opponent's eyes 
or, possibly, beating up a puny indie band. 
Mercifully, out of character, Edge proves to 
be amiability incarnate and, upon request, 
reels off a seemingly endless list of his wres- 
tling-incurred injuries. 

“I’ve torn my ACL,” he recalls. “Torn my 
labrum, dislocated my shoulder, tore my 
pec, broke my neck, fractured skull, metal 
rods in all my teeth, lot of stitches. Other 
than that,” he grins, “I’m good,” 

It is at this moment that Casey Calvert, 
24, the band’s resident joker, rushes Edge, as 
if to slam him with his right arm. Although 
the guitarist’s limb stops mere inches away 
from his nose, the wrestler doesn’t even 
blink, although he does inform Calvert that 
the move would look more impressive if 
his arm were at a different angle. Further 
lessons follow as Edge shows the band 
how, for example, to execute a piledriver, 
using Calvert as his rag doll of an opponent, 
which provokes raucous laughter from the 
remaining, not-being-hoisted-upside-down 


Hawthorne Heights members. In between 
the band pepper him with questions about 
the heaviest guy he’s ever body-slammed 
(“Big Show—he’s 500 pounds”) and 
whether people talk shit to him outside the 
ring (“Not to my face”). 

Only when Woodruff asks Edge to 
confirm that wrestling is fixed does he prove 
a reluctant interviewee. 

“It's ... all entertainment!” the champ 
demurs, and then continues his demonstra- 
tion of how to most effectively menace your 
opponent with a metal chair. 

Finally, the training session over, Edge 
nicely demonstrates the insane dichotomy 
of his life by announcing that he intends to 
donate his $300 payment from the band to 
an animal shelter, and then implores the 
band to boo him at tonight's event. 

With a few hours to kill, the band relo- 
cate to nearby seafood eatery the Shuckin’ 
Shack to ruminate on their recent success. 
Since its release in 2004, the quintet’s first 
album, The Silence in Black and White, has 
sold well over half a million copies. 

“We never thought we'd be pushing a 
million copies of our debut,” says drummer 
Eron Bucciarelli, 26, the band's acknowl- 
edged business brain. 

“Have you seen the area that we're in 
right now?” asks Woodruff, waving a fork 
out of the window at the, it has to be said, 
less than picture-postcard-like Dayton 
suburban-scape. “This is a typical Midwest- 
ern city. The music scene is very small. We 
just don’t take anything for granted.” 

The future does look encouraging, 
however. Their new album, If Only You 
Were Lonely, is a hook-heavy, metal-tinged 
tour through the mind of a chronically apol- 
ogetic boyfriend, and boasts 
a clutch of eye-catching 
song titles, like “Where Can 
I Stab Myself in the Ears?” 

“That was a post on the 
website,” reveals Wood- 
ruff, who writes the band’s 
lyrics. “Someone said our 
new album was ready, and 
they were, like, ‘Oh great, 
where can I stab myself in 
the ears?’” 


DAYTON, OHIO 
JANUARY 13, 2006 


HOW THEY SPENT IT 


Left to right: "Take that, Slipknot!"; the WWE 
program; Casey Calvert—we're fairly sure—takes 
in the show, 


“And the next reply was, ‘... in the ears?’” 
laughs Calvert. 

As it happens, ear-stabbing is about the 
only act of mayhem we do not witness after 
returning to the Hara Arena. Both chairs 
and steps are utilized in the various bouts, 
as is the receipt for a Louis Vuitton bag 
belonging to the mother of one wrestler who 
seeks retribution on another for damaging 
it at some previous encounter. All of which 
leaves the band both entertained and often 
utterly confused. 

“T think we're the only people here that 
have no idea what's going on,” says Bucci- 
arelli, as female wrestlers Trish Stratus and 
Victoria set about grappling each other. “I 
just don’t know which is funnier: this wres- 
tling match or the 5-year-olds sitting behind 
us yelling ‘bitch fight!” 

With the WWE having comped the 
band’s tickets, they still have plenty of 
money to spend and, during the intermis- 
sion, visita nearby merch stand, where they 
splurge on an outsized $350 commemora- 
tive championship belt. 

A line of kids swiftly forms to have their 
picture taken with the band. They have no 
idea who Hawthorne Heights are—they just 
want a photo of themselves with the belt. 
Then it’s time for the main event, a grudge 
match between crowd favorite John Cena 
and our tutor, Edge. As the latter enters the 
ring, our party enthusiastically joins in the 
massed booing—an outpouring of hatred 
that Edge provokes to further heights of 
loathing by insulting an audience member 
(“Dumbass!”) and ultimately getting disqual- 
ified for punching Cena in the nuts. 

“Thanks a lot,” Woodruff says to Blender 
as we file out. “That is the coolest thing 
we've ever done with a 
magazine.” 

“Its been a learning 
experience,” adds _ Ride- 
nour, fresh from posing 
avec belt with another 
bunch of youngsters. “I 
thought we needed to 
write great songs to get 
kids to love us. But now | 
realize all we needed was a 
big fucking belt.” [sso] 
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WHILE THE DEBATE OVER CREATIONISM VS. EVOLUTION DIVIDES THE NATION, BLENDER RELIES ON PURE ANIMAL INSTINCT 
TO DETERMINE THE BEST—AND BEST-LOOKING—TECH GEAR TO STIMULATE YOUR INNER A/V GEEK 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY JESSE FROHMAN // STYLING BY TIFFANY PENTZ 
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STYUST: TIFFANY PENTZ WITH BLINKMANAGEMENT.COM; PROP STYLIST: JOHN GRANITO; MIKEY THE CHIMP: ALL-TAME ANIMALS INC. 


NICE CUBE 


> Left: While most iPod docks 
are wee little doodads, Geneva 
Lab's Model XL ($1,075, geneva- 
sound.com) is a big-ass box 
that can serve as a full-service 
home stereo, complete with 
slot-loading CD player and FM 
tuner and, in.a pinch, can dou- 
ble as a spare coffee table. 


SPIN CITY 


> Right: Vinyl's not dead yet, 
and nifty turntables like this are 
part of the reason why. (Ask dad 
what a “turntable” is.) Listen 

to hot wax on the Marantz 
TT-15S1 ($1,799, marantz. 
com), available in trendy white, 
through Bose QuietComfort 2 
cans ($299, bose.com). 


OPPOSITE: JEANS BY PAPER DENIM CLOTH. HAT BY H&M. // TIGHTS BY H&M. BEADS BY AGATHA. 
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SPEAKERS OF 
THE HOUSE 


> Left: The LG LH-T755 Home 
Theater in a Box ($1,199, Igusa. 
com) comes complete with 

DVD player and subwoofer. 
Because everyone knows you 
should have at least twice as 
many stereo speakers as you 
have ears. 


RIOT AX 


> Right: Think twice before 
smashing this at the end of 
your set—the brand new Gibson 
Digital Guitar ($4,000, gibson. 
com) has an ethernet port that 
allows for better control of how 
your misplayed chords sound. 


BLENDER_95 


96. BLENDER 


Qo 


THE GAMEKILLERS 


THE ONE UPPER 


Anything you can do, he can do better. 


28 of 43 


«Dlx 


THE GAMEKILLERS 


BRITISH ACCENT GUY 


How speaking the Queen’s English 
can colonize your girl. 


THE GAMEKILLERS 


KASH MUNNI 


He’ll buy your girl a diamond, just 
to break the ice. 


18 of 43 
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THE GAMEKILLERS 


THE MOTHER HEN 


“We go out as a group, we go 
home as a group.” 


21 of 43 
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THE GAMEKILLERS 


There are people out there whose sole mission in 


life is to cause you to blow your cool and lose the girl. 


They are, The Gamekillers. 


(Gis) 
GAMEKILLER IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM 
Know thy enemy. Collect and keep these cards 


to identify co Gamekiller in your area. 


xe Ql o« 


THE GAMEKILLERS 


THE MESS 


He'll take you away from your girl 
and into the gutter. 


xerox 


THE GAMEKILLERS 


THE BALLADEER 


For an encore, he’s going to do your girl. 


34 of 43 
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THE GAMEKILLERS 


THE BALLER 


The game’s leading scorer, 
on and off the court. 


30 of 43 
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THE GAMEKILLERS 


THE PACE CAR 


One incidental look can cause 
a huge wreck. 


xerox 


THE BALLADEER 


It doesn't matter that he might sleep 
on a futon in the back of a van, chicks 


will always dig a guy who con sing. 


Whether he’s the quintessential frontman 
for a college indie-clternative band or 
the scratchy-voiced crooner at the local 
pub, you've got to be wary of this pseudo 
rock star and his ripped-up jeans that 
he only takes off to have sex. Sure, his 
esoteric lyrics are irritating, but the Axe 
Dry wearer keeps his cool by letting 
the tune play out—after she sees he's a 
quasi-homeless has-been that never was 
you'll be the one left singing her a sweet 
bedtime lullaby. 


gamekillers.com 


xerox 
THE BALLER 


With his pending shoe endorsement and 
iced-out SUV, this future first-round draft 


pick has a sick handle, wicked jump shot, 


and a serious eye for your girl. Fame and 
power are sexy, so you can't blame your 
girl for raising an eyebrow towards this 
true point god. The Axe Dry wearer keeps 
his cool by not accusing her of being a 
groupie and lets her realize on her own 
that she'd just be another notch on this 
prolific scorer's bedpost. But your game's 
going to have to be tight. This man has 
a 46" vertical. Just imagine what he can 
do when he's horizontal. 


gamekillers.com 
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THE PACE CAR 


She's the overwhelmingly beautiful girl 
who leads the pack and who you can't 


help but look at. Bul be forewarned. 


While this bewitching Gamekiller may 
be in the same place, she’s not in the 
same race. And there's no surer way to 
end up sployed across the pavement as 


dating-game road kill than by chasing 


someone who's way out of your league. 


When confronted with The Pace Car, The 
Axe Dry wearer keeps his cool—and his 
bulging eyes and pants—focused on the 
task at hand: the girl he’s with. 


gamekillers.com 
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THE MOTHER HEN 


The House Mom of the social circle, this 
overbearing Gamekiller swoops in just as 


things are going well to collect her chicks. 


She's pushy, possessive, and guided by 
a maternal instinct that always translates 
into you not getting any. While she may 
be annoying, The Axe Dry wearer keeps 
his cool by not calling The Mother Hen 
ou! for salting his game. The bond she 
shares with your girl is a strong one, so 
coming down on her for being a wet 
blanket will only leave you alone at the 
end of the night next to a bottle of lotion. 


gamekillers.com 


Keep Your Cool. Axe Dry. 


Learn more at gamekillers.com 


ae), Pre 
THE MESS 


When you're with a girl, he’s the last guy 
you want to see. Some of his favorite 


gamecilling pastimes include fart lighting, 


throwing lawn furniture into the pool, and 
bringing up the time you spent $300 at 
a secondtier strip club. While these are 
perfectly acceptable “guy” activities, to 


a girl, they can make you come off as 
a buffoon, The Axe Dry wearer keeps 
his cool and picks the right place and 
time to engage The Mess and his many 
misadventures. Sure, he’s an old friend. 
But he’s also a loose cannon pointing 
right at your game. 


gamekillers.com 


Qo 
THE ONE UPPER 


With his uncanny ability to take what you 
said and do you one better, The One 
Upper can kill your game faster than any 
other Gamekiller, or so he would lead you 
to believe. If you've got one, he's got wo. 
If you ran a 10K, he just finished his third 
marathon, IF you went mountain climbing, 
he's summited Everest—without a Sherpa. 
While his boastful tales are enough to 
make a man’s blood boil, The Axe Dry 
wearer keeps his cool by letting The One 
Upper's arrogance talk himself out of the 
picture. Silence is not only golden, it also 
gets the girl, 


gamekillers.com 
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BRITISH ACCENT GUY 


Women are drawn to a man with a 
British accent as it gives them the illusion 
of someone who's sophisticated, proper, 
and sharp as a tack, even if his teeth 
are all out of sorts. In the old days you'd 
challenge a bloke like this to a duel. 
But now, in more civilized times, you're 
going to need more than a rusty revolver 
to take down this Redcoat, The Axe Dry 
wearer keeps his cool by not allowing 
his frustration to manifest itself into saying 
something stupid if he's to prevent this old 
chap from stuffing his bird. 
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Dox 
KASH MUNNI 


The rich kid of the social circle via a trust 
fund, this well-endowed socialite has spent 
his pampered life crapping on golden 
toilets and crashing vintage roadsters, so 
he's not afraid to throw a few Benjamin's 
around to sweep your girl off her feet 


The Axe Dry wearer keeps his cool by not 


trying to match this Gamekiller's spending 
A woman's affection should never be for 
sale and you don't want to go broke 
trying to prove otherwise. Counter his 
riches with resilience and his money will 
be no good. 


gamekillers.com 
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HOT SEAT 


> Left: Sitting on your ass all 
day just got a lot more interest- 
ing—the Pyramat PM220 Sound 
Rocker ($129, pyramat.com) 
has built-in speakers near the 
head and a subwoofer in the 
back, lending an eerie you-are- 
there vibe to a game of Halo or 
a spin of Frampton Comes Alive. 
For an even more absurdly real- 
istic effect, strap on the eMagin 
3DVisor goggles ($899, 3dvisor. 
com) and remember: aliens 
aren't really in the room. 


TV PARTY 


> Right: Also available in a 
perverse 65-inch model, this 
37-inch Sharp AQUOS LCD TV 
($2,999, sharpusa.com) should 
still do the trick. 2001: A Space 
Odyssey DVD not included. 
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Above: The marriage between cellphones 
and MP3 players has made Chesney- 
Zellweger look like a smashing success 
by comparison. But the new Nokia N91 


(available soon, nokia.com) phone can pack 
3,000 songs in its stainless steel case. 


SATEL 


Belo 


player ($329, Sirius.com), no one will have to 


choose between listening to Howard Stern 
and leaving the house. Dock this to your 


home or car stereo, then download 50 hours 


worth of subscriber-radio goodness to go. 


BOOKS, SHMOOKS 


Being able to show 20 gigs of 


video on a 3.6-inch screen is all well and 
good, but the reason to own the Lyra 
X3000 ($399, rca.com) is that it can play 
content recorded on a DirecTV DVR, so 
you can watch your stories on the bus, 


Below: Our staff, dedicated to unear 

the latest in obscure technology, has just 
discovered this totally unheard-of, must- 
have gizmo: it’s called the iPod nano ($149, 
$249, apple.com) and it plays downloaded 
songs, or “MP3s.” You heard it here first! 


1 TOWERS OF POWER 
The Infinity Cascade 7 loud- 
speakers ($799 each, infinity- 
systems.com) play music. 
Loudly. 


2 ROCK AROUND 
THE CLOCK 
The sleek iSongbook ($329, 
tivoliaudio.com) is unlike other 
portable iPod docks in that it 
also works as a clock radio. 


3 ROUND SOUND 
The iBall ($249, oregonscien- 
tific.com): great for playing your 
iPod wirelessly, less great for 
resting a drink on. 


4 BACK IN ... YOU KNOW 
Altec Lansing's none-more-black 
inMotion iM9 iPod dock ($199, 
alteclansing.com) is specially 
rubberized for the clumsy. 


S THE BIG PICTURE 


Enjoy Saturday morning car- 
toons blown up as big as a 


house with the InFocus IN72 az ) 
projector ($1,299, infocus.com). ‘ , ‘N 
6 RADIO, RADIO 4 y 


Wirelessly stream MP3s or 
Internet radio without a com- 
puter, or listen to good ol’ 
AM wingnuts with the Roku 
SoundBridge Radio ($399, 
rokulabs.com), 


7 OLD SCHOOL 
Tivoli’s Model Satellite ($299, 
tivoliaudio.com) offers new- 
fangled Sirius radio in an old- 
fashioned, retro-looking tuner. 


8 SMALL WONDER 
The ZVOX Mini ($199, | 
zvoxaudio.com) is a slim, por- j 
table, potent all-in-one speaker 
system, perfect if you live in j 


a closet. (ay) 
9 MICRO-MANAGER 


The excellently named Escient 
Fireball SE-80 ($999, escient. 
com) takes all your music and 
consolidates it onto one easy- 
to-navigate console. 


10 WISE RECEIVER 
The XM-ready Harman Kardon 
AVR 740 ($3,499, harmankar- 
don.com) is the be-all-end-all of 
digital HD receivers, packed with 
audiophile-friendly features we 
can't begin to comprehend. 
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LEVEL AY BY BOXSN BEANO OOS YUNA, 


LUS THousANDS 


POLARIS, 


Prussian Blue's" 4 
Lamb (left) and 
Lynx (right) Gaede. 


~ 


MUSICIANS’ TERRIFYING IDEAS 
DON’T JUST STOP AT RECORDING : 
THAT THIRD ALBUM ENTIRELY IN : 
ESPERANTO OR SHOOTING UP WITH : 
JACK DANIELS. THIS UNHOLY : 


LINE-UP OF RACE-HATE FOLK | EXTREME EXPLOITS: Entry-level race-hate 


SINGERS, ANARCHO-COLLECTIVIST _ °<t Lamb and Lynx Gaede have been 
PUNKS AND CALYPSO ISLAMISTS harmonizing on covers of white 
HAVE BIGGER—AND MADDER— : 
AGENDAS... : 


BY BEN MITCHELL 
? “master race.” Having moved on from 


: wearing matching Heidi outfits to HAVE A 

i NICE pay T-shirts with Hitler smiley-faces, 
i the twins sent aid for Hurricane Katrina 

: victims earmarked for Caucasians only. 

? Home-schooled in Bakersfield, California, 
i by their mother, April, an activist for white 


ROCK’S CRAZIEST 


FANATIC 


THE NEO-NAZI OLSEN TWINS 


PRUSSIAN BLUE 


WHITE NATIONALISM AND RACIAL PURITY 


performing their folk pop, mostly 


nationalist songs, since they were 9. 
Now 13, the Teutonic munchkins exist as 
jailbait fantasy figures for members of the 


LAMB MUST NEVER 
LEARN HER 


ORTHODONTIST 
IS JEWISH 


separatist movement National Vanguard, 
it seems unlikely that the opinions 
expressed in Prussian Blue’s music are 
entirely the artists’ own. They describe 
Hitler’s infamous deputy Rudolf Hess 
as “a man of peace,” but have admitted 
to really liking Barney the non-white 
dinosaur too. 


IN THEIR OWN WORDS: “We are proud of 
being white. We want our people to stay 
white. We don’t want to just be, you know, 
a big muddle.” —Lynx Gaede 


NUT-O-METER: re] 
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OR JUST A DUMB-AS-ROCKS MUSI- 
CIAN? TAKE OUR QUIZ AND FIND OUT! 


YOUR CAREER ISN'T GOING AS WELL 

AS YOU'D LIKE. THIS IS BECAUSE ... 

a) Arepressive Zionist conspiracy wants 
to stop you from revealing the truth to the 
brainwashed masses through your music. 
b) That 72-piece orchestra you used on 
the second album wasn't such a good 
idea. But frankly, you were rather high. 

c) You never wrote anything as good as 
"More Than Words.” 


2 WHAT MAKES YOU ANGRY? 

a) The government's refusal to ratify the 
Kyoto Protocol and arrest climate change 
by reducing carbon emissions. You fully 
intend to write a song about it once you 
think of a rhyme for “catalytic converter.” 
b) When your demands for backstage 
catering are not met to the letter. 

c) The hate mail you get from Van Halen 
fans, even though you weren't in the band 
for that long ... and you tried your best. 


3 WHAT DO YOU USUALLY DO ON A 
SATURDAY NIGHT? 


a) Burn a church. 
b) Play an arena show, get drunk and pass 
out in the back of the bus. 


c) Listen to the album Pornograffitti, give 
Nuno Bettencourt a call and cry. 


IF YOU ANSWERED: 


MOSTLY A'S Congratulations! You are a 
crazy extremist! Look out for those black 
helicopters! 

MOSTLY B'S You're just a musician. Don't 
you care about anything but yourself? 
Don't answer that ... 

MOSTLY C'S Sorry. You are Gary Cherone, 
former singer of Extreme. BEN MITCHELL 
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AUSSIE TREE-HUGGERS 


MIDNIGHT OIL 


MANIFESTO: ENVIRONMENTALISM, AN END TO 
URANIUM MINING AND WHALE-HUNTING 

EXTREME EXPLOITS: The left-wing Australian 
rockers have championed a variety of causes, 
ranging from debt relief to cleaning up the sea 
for surfers. The band took the global stage when 
they played at the closing ceremony of the 2000 
Sydney Olympics with the word “Sorry” written 

on their jumpsuits, as an apology to Australia’s 
Aborigines for two centuries of oppression by 

the white man. This injustice had previously been 
addressed on the band’s 1987 album, Diesel 

and Dust, whose single "Beds Are Burning" 

dealt with Aboriginal land rights. Chrome-domed 
singer Peter Garrett took a more active role in 
politics when he ran, unsuccessfully, for a seat in 
Australia's parliament as a member of the Nuclear 
Disarmament Party in 1984. Eventually he left the 
band and became the opposition Labour Party's 
spokesman for reconciliation and the arts. 


IN THEIR OWN WORDS: "Life is very short. Be 
willing to serve.” —Peter Garrett 


NUT-O-METER: OOOOOOO0000 


i MOB RULES 


CHUMBAWAMBA 


: MANIFESTO: ANARCHY 


: EXTREME EXPLOITS: The Northern England 

? anarcho-punk collective believed in economic 

? equality for all—to the point that money made 

: from touring was split equally among the band and 
H their road crew. Their 1986 debut was a riposte to 


Live Aid unambiguously titled Pictures of Starving 


i Children Sell Records. In 1990 they appeared on 

: the compilation Fuck EMI, although this proved 

: no impediment to their signing a major-label 

? deal—with EMl—in 1997. They had their first 

: and biggest hit with “Tubthumping,” the story 

H of an unstoppable heavy drinker. Their activism 

i reached a peak the following year when, at the 

: U.K. equivalent of the Grammy awards, vocalist 

H Danbert Nobacon—real name Nigel Hunter—threw 
H a bucket of water over the British deputy prime 


minister. The band also advocated the shoplifting 


of their own album from chain stores. 


IN THEIR OWN WORDS: “From Elvis to the Clash— 
it’s all a sham and it’s full of shit." -Dunstan 


: Bruce, singer 


: NUT-O-METER: OOOOOOO000 


BOWTIED BLOVIATOR 


LOUIS FARRAKHAN 


MANIFESTO: SELF-RELIANCE FOR BLACK PEOPLE 
WITHIN AN ISLAMIC FRAMEWORK. NO BOOZING, 
SMOKING OR GAMBLING 


EXTREME EXPLOITS: Farrakhan began his career 
as plain Louis Walcott, a violin prodigy with the 
Boston College Orchestra and the Boston Civic 
Symphony. In 1955 the man by then known as 
“Calypso Louis" was playing with the Calypso 
Follies show in Chicago when he saw Nation of 
Islam leader Elijah Muhammad speak and joined 
up, taking the name Louis X. By 1981 he had 
become the leader of the Nation, subsequently 
denouncing Judaism as a “gutter religion" and 
describing whites as potential humans who hadn't 
evolved yet. In 1993 Farrakhan briefly returned 
to his first love and took to the stage in North 


of Mendelssohn's violin concerto. 


IN HIS OWN WORDS: "The Jews don't like 
Farrakhan, so they call me Hitler. Well, that’s a 
good name. Hitler was a very great man." 


NUT-O-METER: OOOOOO0000 


; THE'FROS OF PASSION 


: EXTREME EXPLOITS: In 1968, MCS manager John 


i of the confrontational black-nationalist group 
: the Black Panther Party. Adding “rock & roll, dope 
: and fucking in the streets" to the parent party's 


: MCS became the White Panthers’ house band. & 
i When the Detroit protopunks played the 1968 e 
i Festival of Life, attacks on the crowd by armed & 
: police shocked the band out of their convictions: 
: “That was the day the revolution ended,” said 

H drummer Dennis Thompson. "We wanted to be 

? a good rock & roll band. That's all." When Sinclair 
i was jailed for selling pot to undercover officers 

: in 1969, the band’s political agenda disappeared 
Carolina for a reportedly workmanlike performance : with him. They recorded one more album, filed for 


: bankruptcy and split up. 


IN THEIR OWN WORDS: “It was all about music of 
; the future, and unfortunately it was a band that 
; didn't have any future.” -Wayne Kramer, guitarist 


: NUT-O-METER: OOOQOOOCO0O0 


MC5 


} MANIFESTO: FREE DRUGS AND THE END OF MONEY 


Sinclair formed the White Panthers, an offshoot 


TRATION: JOHN JAY 


IM: LLU 


credo of freedom for all political prisoners, the 
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NACKH: MICK 


GRISHN 
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PARIS: MARCUS HANSCHEN; GRIFF: JANETTE BECKMAN/RETNA LTD; SKREWDRIVER: DAVID BROW! 


Paris: “First rule 

of Book Club is, you 
do not talk about 
Book Club." 


TOO MUCH INFORMATION 


PROFESSOR GRIFF 


GRAB-BAG OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC HOT 
POTATOES, NOTABLY ANTI-SEMITISM 
EXTREME EXPLOITS: In 1989, Public Enemy's 
“Minister of Information" told a reporter from the 
Washington Times that Jews were responsible 
for “the majority of the wickedness that goes on 
across the globe.” He also suggested that Jews 
had masterminded the jewelry trade, and that 
its being called “jewelry” was no coincidence, a 
theory that suggests “Professor” was possibly 
a vanity title. Griff was duly dismissed from the 
band, recording three unremarkable Afrocentric 
albums—solo and with his outfit the Last Asiatic 
Disciples—before moving to Atlanta to work as 
a bounty hunter. In 1998 he reteamed with PE, 
who a year later attracted the attention of the 
Anti-Defamation League with the release of 
“Swindler's Lust,” a track that railed against the 
entertainment industry. 


IN HIS OWN WORDS: “I wasn't picking on Jews. | 
was just stating facts.” 


NUT-O-METER: foto) 


i STUBBLE TROUBLE 


SKREWDRIVER 


NEO-NAZISM, REPATRIATION FOR 
IMMIGRANTS 


EXTREME EXPLOITS: Formed by singer lan 


i Stuart—formerly of Rolling Stones cover band 
: Tumbling Dice—Skrewdriver were originally a late- 


'70s U.K. punk band opposed to post-Sex Pistols 


H psuedo-punk. Disbanded and reformed in the 

i early ‘80s with different personnel, the group's 

i new skinhead direction was signposted by the 

i track “White Power.” The song, which mourned 

: the multiracial “slum” Britain had become, was 

: described by local press as “the most evil record 

i of all time.” Despite his hectic racism schedule, he 
: found time to dabble with rockabilly side project 

: the Klansmen and record an acoustic set, Patriotic 


Ballads, before his death in an car crash in 1993. 


:_ IN THEIR OWN WORDS: “I'm not the type of person 
; to creep and crawl to a bunch of weak-kneed, 

: pacifist lefties and two-faced Zionists. One must 

: be honest about one's beliefs when the survival of 
i our very race is at stake." -lan Stuart 


NUT-O-METER: fete! 
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ROCK’S CRAZIEST FANATICS 


DISSIDENT CAPITALIST 


PARIS 


AN END TO GOVERNMENT TYRANNY 


EXTREME EXPLOITS: After Ice-T’s 1992 
“Cop Killer” controversy, Warner 
Bros. was in no mood for songs about 


: butchering cops or assassinating the 


President. Unfortunately for militant 
rapper Paris, both subjects figured on 
his album Sleeping With the Enemy, and 
he was dropped. Paris used his degree in 


: economics to become a stockbroker, using 


the profits to fund a label, Guerilla Funk, 


: on which to release his comeback, Sonic 
: Jihad (2003), the cover of which featured 
: a jet aircraft on a collision course with the 


White House. 


: IN HIS OWN WORDS: “The revolutionary anger 


in my music is a direct result of the effects 
of America’s oppressive European white- 
supremacist ideals.” 
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NASTY HOBBITS 


COUNT GRISHNACKH 


MORE NATIONAL SOCIALISM, FEWER 
CHURCHES 


EXTREME EXPLOITS: A key figure in Norway's 


utterly humorless black metal scene, Varg “Count 
: Grishnackh” Vikernes's other activities included 


involvement with the far-right Norwegian Heathen 


: Front and founding the Norse-pride movement 

i Odalism. His noisy band Burzum may make the 

H Count seem surprisingly tame—influenced by 

? J.R.R. Tolkien, their material is heavy on Middle 

i Earth imagery (see “The Crying Orc"). Nonetheless, 
i Grishnackh’s beliefs led him on a program of 

: church-burning, and in 1993 he was found guilty 

: of fatally stabbing Euronymous, guitarist with 

i fellow doom-rockers Mayhem. The Count escaped 


in 2003 but was apprehended driving a hijacked 


car—apparently on his way to join the French 


Foreign Legion. 


i IN HIS OWN WORDS: “I hate peace and love. 
:? Fucking stupid people walking around and loving 
i each other. We're supposed to make war.” 


: NUT-O-METER: 
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Hell \ 


AS IF THE DEVASTATION of New Orleans’s 
Lower Ninth Ward—spectacular, obscene 
and total—weren’t eerie enough, a 10-year- 
old named Terrance is walking down one of 
its rubble-strewn streets wearing a grinning 
George W. Bush mask. Behind him, two oth- 
er kids follow slowly, bearing likenesses of 
Dick Cheney and Mayor Ray Nagin. A cam- 
eraman follows alongside them as they pass 
a one-story house, spun around on a grassy 
plot and belching its soiled innards—radia- 
tors, mattresses, Tupperware, rugs, insula- 
tion—through a 12-foot gash. A hatchback 
sedan juts out from underneath, where the 
foundation should be. 

It’s a bright December day, and Juvenile, 
New Orleans’s biggest hip-hop star, is back in 
his native city for the first time since Hurri- 
cane Katrina struck last August—to shoot 
a video for his new single, “Get Ya Hustle 
On.” “This is a billion-dollar set,” he jokes 
grimly, surveying the ruins. This predomi- 
nantly black neighborhood, just next to 
the Industrial Canal levee breach, suffered 
more destruction from the hurricane than 
any other part of the city; in a few hours it 


FIVE MONTHS AFTER HURRICANE 

KATRINA AND ITS AFTERMATH, NEW 
ORLEANS’S FAVORITE SON JUVENILE 
ESCORTS BLENDER THROUGH THE RUBBLE 
AND DROPS SOME F-BOMBS ON "DEVILS" 
GEORGE W. BUSH AND RAY NAGIN 


will be pitch-black, because there is still no 
electricity to power the streetlights. “Four 
months and they haven't touched this neigh- 
borhood,” Juvenile says. “We still living in 
Katrina down here.” 

Juvenile grew up just a few miles west 
of the Lower Ninth Ward, in the Magnolia 
housing projects, and, after talking with 
family, friends, police officers and a hand- 
ful of other survivors about their experiences 
during and after the storm, he felt compelled 
to paint a picture of Katrina from the streets 
up. Which is why the 30-year-old MC is 
shooting this video—in which the three 
kids distribute disaster-relief supplies, their 
masks a jab at three of the people Juvenile 
blames most for the suffering and death of 
so many of his neighbors—and why he’s 
also shooting a Katrina documentary, which 
he plans to package with his new album, 
Reality Check. 

“Before the hurricane, I wouldn’t say 
shit,” he says. “Go against the mayor? You 
know how much nuts that takes? But now, 
I’m like, fuck it. Enough is enough.” 


* 
THERE HAVE BEEN two times in recent 


memory when Louisiana’s poor African- 
American population has been visible on 
national television: in 2005, during Katrina 
coverage, and in 1999, in the videos for 
Juvenile’s breakout singles “Ha” and “Back 
That Azz Up.” Though the songs weren’t 
explicitly political—one was a Southern 
gangsta-rap mission statement, the + 


“We still living in 
Katrina down here”: 
Juvenile in the rubble 
of the Ninth Ward. 


BY JONAH WEINER // PHOTOGRAPHY BY STACY KRANITZ 
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[ JUVENILE ] 


other a Southern ass-rap mission state- 
ment—the videos featured New Orleans’s 
run-down houses and the people who lived 
inside them, playing in littered backyards 
and standing defiantly on their porches. So 
it’s fitting that, after Katrina, Juvenile has 
become a spokesman for those in the city 
who hayen’t had a voice. Assailing Mayor 
Nagin, President Bush and FEMA on mix- 
tapes and in interviews given almost imme- 
diately after the flood, he has emerged as 
one of the most outspoken detractors of the 
government's Katrina response. 

“He should be applauded for taking a 
stand,” says David Banner, the Mississippi 
rapper who organized a Katrina benefit 
concert in Atlanta and during the disaster 
gave over his tour bus to help bring the 
displaced to shelters. “He’s speaking from 
the bottom of his heart, and he’s telling 
another side of the story.” 

Juvenile’s own story is typical of those 
raised in the poor black neighborhoods of 
New Orleans. Born Terius Gray, he learned 
to take care of himself at an early age. For the 
first few years of his life, his parents bused 
him to mostly white Catholic schools in the 
New Orleans suburb of LaPlace. There, he 
says, he learned “the fundamentals.” When 
he was 8 he transferred into New Orleans’s 
notoriously run-down public school system, 
where the desks were chipped and scratched 
and it was common for students to open up 
their worn-out textbooks and see the name 
of a parent or uncle on the inside cover. He 
says most of his teachers were too busy 
trying to find better-paying jobs to bother 
convincing students to stay in school, much 
less “go out of they way teaching us.” He 
thought about joining a sports team but, 
he says, “they didn’t have no funding for 
programs. Who want to play for a team and 
everything you got on raggedy?” 

By the time he was 14, Juvenile had 
stopped going to class altogether. He says 
he got lucky and didn’t get “caught up in 
trouble’—instead he started rapping at 
local block parties and clubs. By the time he 
turned 20 he was a regional rap star, releas- 
ing his first album in 1995. When Cash 
Money Records helped put Louisiana—and 
the South—on the hip-hop map in the late 
"gos, Juvenile was its flagship act, proof that 
a kid from a dangerous ward could go plati- 
num four times over. If it weren't for rap, 
he says, his options would have been few: 
a job at Burger King or a job slinging drugs 
around the Magnolia, “It hurt,” he says. “In 
New Orleans, everybody's mind-state is, no 
matter how hard I try, I cannot win.” 

For many of the city’s inhabitants, 
Katrina confirmed this once and for all. 
After Lake Ponchartrain started emptying 
into the city, many of the city’s poor, black 
and displaced became convinced that their 
neighborhoods had been flooded deliber- 
ately: that the government, intent on driv- 
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AS REBUILDING BEGINS, LOCAL RAPPERS 
TAKE ON “THAT BITCH GEORGE BUSH"— 
AND THEY'RE DOING A HECK OF A JOB 


ASK LIL’ WAYNE about the Katrina disaster, and 


the New Orleans rapper takes a philosophical 
view. “That's just nature, man,” he shrugs. “I 
don't know who could've prevented it." 

He might be the only one. When it comes 
to the hurricane and its aftermath, hip-hop 
artists are more than willing to play the blame 
game. Since last September, when Houston 
duo the Legendary K.0. famously lampooned 
George W. Bush's mishandling of the flood, 
at least a dozen Katrina protest songs have 
sprouted up, with more in the works. 

Not surprisingly, Bush is a favorite target. 
Take Chyna Whyte's “Shake My World,” 
in which the N.O. native dismisses the 
President's empty gestures with a simple, 
“Homey, fuck your speech.” Rapper-producer 
5th Ward Weebie chimes in with “Fuck 
Katrina,” in which he lambastes “that stanky 
white bitch by the name of Katrina” as well as 


“that bitch George Bush.” 
Other rappers aim closer to home. On 
“You a Never Know,” Juvenile's protégés 


ing away the underclass and saving the 
city’s tourist industry, had breached the 
levees. This might sound like a wild-eyed 
conspiracy theory—but not to any of the 
New Orleans citizens old enough to have 
lived through the Mississippi river flood of 
1927, when white interests in the city actu- 
ally did dynamite the Caernarvon levee, 
saving white property at the 
expense of the poorer St. 
Bernard and Plaquemines 
parishes. 

Juvenile, for one, be- 
lieves the government did it 
again in 2005. “They did it 
to save the French Quarter, 
the billion-making tourism 
industry,” he barks. “People 
down in the Ninth Ward 
say they heard a big boom, 
then the water raised up. That wasn’t only 
a 95% black area, it was also a high-crime 
area. They took an opportunity: ‘Man, if 
we blow this levee, we could really kill the 
crime rate.’ And they did! Our murder rate 
is down, and the cost of living is way up.” A 
recent New York Times article called the city’s 
real estate market “surprisingly healthy,” 
which Juvenile says reinforces his argu- 
ment: “They can let who they want to in this 
motherfucker right now.” 

Juvenile, who fills his speech with bibli- 
cal cadences, quotes statistics with ease and 
alternates captivatingly between a fire-and- 
brimstone snarl and a woozy, charismatic 


“IN NEW ORLEANS, 
EVERYBODY'S 
MIND-STATE IS, 
NO MATTER HOW 
HARD | TRY, 
| CANNOT WIN.” 


Lil’ Wayne: 
“Where I’m from, 
the wrong hand 
puppet can get 
you killed.” 


Partners-N-Crime attack Mayor Ray Nagin for 
going AWOL when the waters rose. Master P 
and the 504 Boyz show some civic pride with 
a new benefit album, Hurricane Katrina: We 
Gon’ Bounce Back, while Dizzy's “The Day After 
Tomorrow” urges N'awlins to keep its collective 
head up. And on “Damage Is Done,” Lil' Wayne 
Calls the city “a blood bath” and issues an 
urgent plea: “The ‘hood is vacant, the streets 
are empty/Mr. Bush, rebuild the city.” 
“Everybody down here is trying their hard- 
est to get back to normal," Wayne, who lost a 
house and two cars in the storm, tells Blender. 
“We had a second line parade the other day 
and there were a couple of murders—| guess 
it's getting there." JosH EcLLs 


laugh, says the media have blood on their 
hands, too, and it’s hard to refute him. He 
points to the paranoiac ravings that were 
reported as facts, with disastrous conse- 
quences for evacuees, in the days immedi- 
ately following Katrina. When the city fell 
into disorder, several news outlets reported 
that mobs were beating and raping tour- 
ists outside the Convention 
Center and raping “little 
babies” inside the Super- 
dome—rumors that report- 
ers and police acknowledged 
were unsubstantiated weeks 
later, but which had nonethe- 
less changed troop deploy- 
ments and slowed down 
medical responses to those 
in need. “A lot of people lost 
they lives because of them 
rumors,” Juvenile says. “Because of them, 
they sent in the military carrying fucking 
choppers—big guns, M-16s—instead of 
food.” An incredulous smile creeps into the 
corners of his mouth. “They came in that 
motherfucker like bin Laden was there.” 
The man Juvenile blames most for the 
chaos is Mayor Ray Nagin, who was casti- 
gated by many for what was seen as gross 
incompetence during Katrina. For Juvenile, 
Nagin’s incompetence bordered on maley- 
olence. He claims that Nagin, a former 
cable company executive who “bought his 
way into being mayor,” was always more 
concerned with the interests of “the busi- 


WAYNE: PHIL KNOTT/CORBIS OUTLINE 


nessmen that’s behind the big desks in the 
big buildings” than those of “the cats that 
helped build them.” Juvenile says Nagin 
is one of the owners of the New Orleans 
Arena, which sits next to the Superdome, 
and refused to open the building to evacu- 
ees. “Why he ain’t open that up?” Juvenile 
asks. “He was in there with water, electric, 
wasn’t storm damage or nothing.” (Bill Curl, 
a spokesman for the New Orleans Arena, 
says it was used as a “special needs shelter,” 
closed to evacuees without special medical 
needs. He added that the Arena is owned 
by the state and managed by a Philadelphia- 
based company called SMG, with which 
Nagin has no connection.) 

But for Juvenile, the fact that the Arena 
wasn’t opened to all evacuees while condi- 
tions at the Superdome and Convention 
Center went from abject to hellish “makes 
the mayor an enemy.” The disintegration of 
the police force and the nonexistent evacua- 
tion plan, he says, were both Nagin’s fault— 
he could have saved lives, and failed. “You 
had the opportunity to give your 10% back to 
God,” Juvenile snarls. “You could have been 
Moses. You could have been Noah. You had 
a higher level of responsibility, not just in the 
people’s eyes, but in God’s eyes. You ain’t do 
it. So you just like the devil to me.” 


* 
WHEN HURRICANE KATRINA touched land 


on August 29, 2005, Juvenile was in his 
tour bus, leaving Louisville, Kentucky, and 
heading home from a concert he’d played 
the night before. His wife, Shadonna, was 
at their house in the suburb of Slidell, Loui- 
siana, with the couple’s four children. The 
Slidell house had been a wedding present 
from the multiplatinum rapper to Sha- 
donna almost exactly a year before. He had 
spent 1.2 million dollars building it, and the 
work was nearly complete. In a few hours, 
the storm would destroy it—Slidell, which 
sits on Lake Ponchartrain just a few miles 
northeast of New Orleans, was directly in 
Katrina’s path—but Shadonna, unconvinced 
of the threat, was staying put. “The hur- 
ricane wasn’t real to her,” Juvenile recalls. 
“My daddy finally drove out there, knocked 
on the door and said, ‘Get what you can get, 
get in the car and get outta here.” 

The hurricane left few members of Juve- 
nile’s extended family untouched. Damon 
Grison, a.k.a. Wacko, a Juvenile protégé and 
member of his UTP (Up Town Posse) crew, 
says his father was trapped in floodwaters in 
the Lower Ninth Ward. “My daddy had to get 
my AK and shoot a hole in the attic to get out 
to the roof. Helicopters kept passing him by.” 
For Juvenile’s uncle, Honore Jackson, evacu- 
ation wasn’t smooth either. Vigilantes, police, 
active-duty soldiers and National Guardsmen 
from places as near as Oklahoma and as far 
as Puerto Rico were all roving the city under 
no significant central command, setting the 


“Enough is enough”: 
In Juvenile’s view, the 
government flooded 
poor neighborhoods 
intentionally. 


The three not-so- 

wise men, on the set i 

of Juvenile’s “Get Ya a 
Hustle On.” Re 


stage for chaotic violence. After Jackson fled 
his flooded Carrollton home, he got a lift 
to Airline Highway from some men who'd 
stolen a bread truck. Jackson decided against 
going towards the Superdome because he 
heard that soldiers were shooting evacuees 
there—a horror he saw repeated, Juvenile 
says, “up and down the highway.” 

After the storm, Juvenile reunited with 
his wife and kids in Atlanta. He’s been living 
there ever since—and housing 30 relatives 
in different condos and hotels across the city. 
“I’m froma huge family,” he says. “There’s still 
a lot of people we haven't accounted for.” 

Beneath the anger he feels about the fail- 
ings of the local and federal governments, 
Juvenile is worried about the future of his city. 
Sitting on his tour bus after the video shoot, 
he says many evacuees have likely gotten 
comfortable in other states, where chances 
are better for them and their children. They 
won't move back, he says, and why should 
they? If enough money isn’t devoted to 


restructuring the entire levee system, Katrina 
could happen again. “They ain’t doing noth- 
ing about it,” he says, shaking his head. “To 
the President I say, don’t come down here, 
shake hands and hug a black lady on TV. 
That don’t mean nothing. Come down here 
and hold up your end of the bargain.” 

Although Juvenile has devoted several 
scathing mixtape tracks to Katrina—which 
can be found on UTP: The Movement Vol. 
2—there’s just one song on Reality Check 
that deals explicitly with the hurricane. On 
“Get Ya Hustle On,” he delivers a clever, 
confrontational message of self-reliance to 
Katrina’s victims, one that puts a new spin 
on the term “workfare”: “Everybody need a 
check from FEMA,” he raps, “so he can go 
and score him some cocaina.” 

“I don’t mean actually go out and sell 
coke,” Juvenile explains. “The message is 
to stop feeling sorry for yourself. We took a 
whacking, but this ain’t the time to cry. Do 
what you gotta. Get that money.” [uses] 
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110 
YEAH YEAH YEAHS 


Second albums. Breaking up. 


Both are hard to do. So how 
do Karen O and Co. fare on 
Show Your Bones? 


OOo 


114 
GHOSTFACE KILLAH 


Bed-wetting confessions 
and SpongeBob fantasies: 
The Wu-Tang sharpshooter 


proves he's no ordinary thug. 


OO606 


122 
HIP-HOP ESSENTIALS 


It's awesome songs and bad, 
bad DJ-ing on this 12-volume 
salute to the gaudy days of 
old-school rap. 


Oo 


THE GUIDE 


THEY MAKE | THEY MAKE ’EM. WE REVIEW’EM | WE REVIEW ’EM 


NEW RELEASES 
CHART 

REISSUES 

LIVE! 

BACK CATALOGUE 
MOVIES 
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The YYYs buy Kevin 
Federline’s childhood 
home off eBay. 
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SPLIT HAPPENS 


YOU THINK YOU HAD A LOUSY BREAKUP? ROMANCE TURNS AN NYC BAD GIRL SAD 


YEAH YEAH YEAHS 


KAREN O USED to be such a fun girl. Sing- 
ing with the Yeah Yeah Yeahs, she'd tear up 
any stage where she was let loose: disas- 
sembling her clothes, flirting and cackling, 
shrieking and knocking over drinks when 
she wasn't pouring them on her head. 

And, amazingly, they got it onto disc. 
YYY’s 2003 debut album, Fever to Tell, was 
down and dirty and larger than life. O was 
both a lover and a fighter, showing off her 
bravado and then, at the end, revealing 
how scared she was just underneath on the 
quiet “Maps,” an incantation of longing and 
tenderness. Nick Zinner’'s guitar jabbed and 
sliced with well-placed single notes while 
Brian Chase’s drums crashed through the 
spaces. The Yeah Yeah Yeahs had two great 
things going for them: O’s attitude and that 
sound. But on their second album, they come 
close to renouncing both of them. 

Sure, they didn’t want to repeat them- 
selves, and they’ve had three years to come 
up with some new tricks. But as art-rockers 
sometimes do, they thought way too hard. 
Where Fever to Tell provided gut-level plea- 
sure, Show Your Bones gets conceptual. Too 
often the band trade punky sass for sullen- 
ness and danceable momentum for inertia. 
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They're after something different here—it's 
just not as good as what they've left behind. 

Karen O is still blurting things out in her 
quavery, unguarded voice, and she’s still the 
queen of the wordless sound: “ooh-ooh!” and 
“whoaaaah” or a whispered “pow-pow!” But 
this time it’s harder to guess what’s making 
her squawk. “Gold lion’s gonna tell me where 
the light is,” she announces enigmatically as 
the album begins. 

Gradually the new scenario emerges. 
Where Fever to Tell revolved around the 
giddy mood swings of new lust, Show Your 
Bones rampages through the wreckage of a 
breakup, too distraught to make sense. “Fast 
slow living is a-holding me back/Wishin’ 


NEW RELEASES | 


that my baby never told me that,” she sings. 
Someone cheated, someone freaked out, 
maybe someone was on the road too long. 
The ex has found a new girlfriend and O’s 
not getting over it, which makes her sulky 
and skittish when she’s not fuming. Sure, 
breakups feel like this: the incoherence, the 
obsession, the self-absorption and bitter 
outbursts. But the music is mannered and 
opaque, even when O gets all worked up. 

Meanwhile, the band strive to remake 
themselves by thickening their old sound. 
Many songs stay at stubborn mid-tempos, 
with Chase tapping out beats that march 
rather than swing. And instead of penetrat- 
ing, jumpy riffs, Zinner plays strummed 
acoustic guitar and big power chords, as if 
he just discovered grunge and emo. A lot of 
these soft-loud-soft tricks have already been 
discovered by everyone from Bright Eyes to 
Kelly Clarkson, but the Yeah Yeah Yeahs give 
them some edges. 

None of the songs are simply tossed off. 
The band has plotted their dynamic changes 
and late-breaking hooks; songs that start 
quietly don’t stay that way. “Way Out,” one of 
the best tracks, starts with a bleak minor-key 
vamp and eventually pounds its way toward 
a magnificent fuzz-toned tantrum. 

There's craftsmanship and wild sounds, 
but good old enjoyment doesn't kick in until 
the YYYs hint at their past in “Mysteries,” a 
punkabilly gallop that goes haywire, with O 
screeching “STRESS!” There's also “Cheated 
Hearts,” which starts with one repeating 
note for almost 30 seconds—conceptual 
enough?—but then lifts off with a string of 
pealing folk-rock melodies before it heaves 
into overdrive, with O wailing, “Sometimes 
I think I’m bigger than the sound.” And with 
more songs like that one, she could be. No 
one’s asking her to party all the time. Just 
make that breakup something more telling 
than an art project. 

JON PARELES 


DOWNLOAD: “Cheated Hearts,” “Way Out,” 
“Mysteries” 
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THE STORY OF O| 


A QUICK LOOK AT YEAH YEAH YEAHS SINGER KAREN O'S WILD, WACKY LIFE 


SHE'S A JERSEY GIRL ... 
Born Karen Orzolek to 
a Korean mom and Pol- 
ish dad, O was raised in 
Cresskill, New Jersey. 


SHE DATED SPIKE JONZE ... 
After her relationship with 
Liars singer Angus Andrew 
ended, O started seeing 
director Jonze. Last fall 
they parted ways, too. 


SHE HAS HER OWN 
DESIGNER ... 

Her name is Christian Joy, 
and she's responsible for 
O's signature dumpster- 
diva look. “I would end up 
splitting seams and tearing 
parts off because | go pret- 
ty crazy onstage,” O said. 


SHE HAS FREAKY FANS ... 
At a 2003 show in Ham- 
burg, Germany, a female 
fan grabbed O by the hair 
and “fucking stuck her 
tongue down my fuck- 
ing throat,” O said. “I was 
giving her winks and shit 
to pretend | was all cool 
with it.” JONAH WEINER 
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THE SCORE 


NEKO CASE 


FOX CONFESSOR BRINGS THE 
FLOOD OO 


New Pornographers siren has been a 
bad, bad girl 


Neko Case's river-deep, mountain- 
high voice usually sounds best belting 
out other people’s tunes, whether 
those of her New Pornographers 
bandmate Carl Newman or the soul 
and country covers that dot some 

of her four previous solo albums. 
But on this sublime set, Case's own 
sweeping, backwoods melodies and 
bloodstained Southern Gothic lyrics 
finally match the drama of her wails. 
Eschewing traditional song structure 
in favor of impressionistic cuts like 
the nightmarish waltz “Star Witness" 
and the creeping “Dirty Knife," Case 
sings like the lone survivor of some 
unspeakable tragedy. But when she 
admits—threatens?—"My own love is 
much too dangerous” on “Hold On, 
Hold On,” it becomes clear that she’s 
the femme fatale, not the victim, in 
this noir. 

AMY PHILLIPS 


DOWNLOAD: “Star Witness,” "A Widow’s 
Toast,” “Dirty Knife" 
DEM FRANCHIZE BOYZ 


ON TOP OF OUR GAME O30 


Atlanta heroes of “Snap music 
one part scary, three parts silly 


These four MCs juggle two different 
styles of un-rap: the Lil Jon style, 
where catchy refrains trump lyrical 
finesse, and the Young Jeezy style, 
where MCs say they’‘re too busy 
hustling and scheming to fret over 
rhyme scheme. DFB debuted with a 
fantastically strange 2004 novelty 
chant, “White Tee.” Hidden and 
slightly remixed, it's included here, 
which is good because it was the only 
reason to buy album one. On album 
two, DFB want more than a great 
novelty song, so they take it Jeezy, 
sporting drug talk, Bun-B cameos and 
other cred-rich trap trappings. What 
they ultimately achieve is nothing 

to be ashamed of: 12 good novelty 
songs. The best are the perversely 
repetitive “I Think They Like Me 
(Remix),” the spare, bouncy “Lean Wit 


Dem Franchize Boyz, 
with MC Vertically 
Challenged. 


It, Rock Wit It" and "Suckas Come and 
Try Me," which is spare, bouncy and 
perversely repetitive all at once. 

JONAH WEINER 

DOWNLOAD: "! Think They Like Me 
(Remix),” “White Tee (Remix)" 


DESTROYER 
DESTROYER’ RUBIES OOO 


Dan Bejar pounds complaints on the 
door of the indie-rock church 


With a pointy-voiced delivery that 
makes his brainy, targeted insults 
seem universal, Vancouver malcon- 
tent Dan Bejar does for the pissed-off 
what Morrissey does for the disillu- 
sioned. Abandoning the intentionally 
synthetic style of 2004's Your Blues, 
Bejar has made his sixth album as 
Destroyer with a warm, intuitive band, 
delivering his usual poetic rants over 
‘70s soft-rock strum, la-la reveries, 
cabaret-glam piano trills, shimmer- 
ing guitar noodles and bursts of 
sudden dissonance. On "Rubies" 

he bashes “your precious American 
underground ... born of wealth," but 
at least “Looters' Follies,” his ode to 
artistic mimicry, allows hipsters their 
gorgeousness: “Girls like gazelles/ 
Graze boys wearing bells/Blaze new 
trails in the self.” Bejar's most acces- 
sible album yet is full of lovely poison- 
pen mash notes to the scene and 


® [LOVETHIS CD! 


JACK BLACK 
Actor, 
King Kong. 


BECK 
GUERO wwrenscore 


“He's always creative and original. 
But there's a hard-rocking power 
on this album that | hadn't heard 
from him in years." 


the ill-fated beauties he compares 
to “Tall ships made of snow/Invading 
the sun.” 


LAURA SINAGRA 
DOWNLOAD: “Rubies,” “Looters’ Follies," 
“Watercolours Into the Ocean" 


THE DUKE SPIRIT 


Upstart English band imagines PJ 
Harvey fronting the Jesus and Mary 
Chain 


Get ready, bad boys: There's a new 
femme fatale in town. Liela Moss, 
singer for the Duke Spirit, moans 
about mad love and certain death 

on the London five-piece's debut 
album, her raw, husky delivery able 

to turn even throwaway lines like "I 
swam to the bottom of the sea for 
you/! climbed to the top of the trees 
for you” (fram the menacing dirge 
“Bottom of the Sea") into high drama. 
The rest of the band swaddles Moss's 
voice in steep layers of bluesy noise- 
pop haze and rickety but propulsive 
rhythms, conjuring the drugey 
excesses of Saturday night on "Stub- 
born Stitches" and the pain of Sunday 
morning on "Darling, You're Mean.” No 
matter the day of the week, the Duke 
Spirit make it sound dangerous. 

AMY PHILLIPS 

DOWNLOAD: “Bottom of the Sea,” “You 
Were Born Inside My Heart” 


DONALD FAGEN 
MORPH THE CAT OG 


Dazzling songs of delusion and decay 
from one of classic rock's greatest 
grouches 


Donald Fagen always wanted to be 
old: “| like things like they used to 
be,” he sang crabbily in his mid-20s. 
At 58, his wish has come true. On his 
third solo album away from Steely 


Neko Case: 
Do not call her 
Carrot Top. 


Dan, he settles into seniority like a 
La-Z-Boy recliner he might not ever 
rise out of. In his slouchy, sideways 
drawl—the musical embodiment of 
New York sarcasm—Fagen vividly 
describes a city of chiselers, rogues 
and charlatans, from a faded band 
with delusions of reuniting to a yuppie 
barricaded inside her penthouse. The 
unhurried, full-retail rock arrange- 
ments are splashed with lite-R&B 
syncopations and snazzy-jazz harmo- 
nies, cushioning characters who fend 
off disaster with pills and death with 
an ATM card, The big payoff to this 
expert snark is “What | Do," where Ray 
Charles’ ghost reveals to Fagen the 
secret to being sexy. 

ROB TANNENBAUM 

DOWNLOAD: “What! Do," "H Gang" 


TEDDY GEIGER 
UNDERAGE THINKING GO 


Soccer moms, lock up your daughters 


Teddy Geiger i is ‘John Mayer’ s worst 
nightmare. A 17-year-old dreamboat 
with the kind of soft, raspy voice 

that comes from saying "I'm sorry” 
98 times a day, Geiger's dew-eyed 
soul could melt the heart of even 

the alpha-est of girls—like Laguna 
Beach's Kristin, whom he makes out 
with in his new video. (You might 

also know him from CBS's quickly 
canceled Love Monkey, on which he 
played a young singer-songwriter.) On 
his debut, Geiger has a bad habit of 
singing lines like “Love is a marathon,” 
despite the fact that he's only on, 
what, like Mile Three? But the Maroon 
5-ish song is pretty good and the 
Coldplay one is even better, and there 
are only two blues-guitar solos on the 
whole album. 

JOSH EELLS 

DOWNLOAD: “For You | Will (Confidence),” 
“Look Where We Are Now" 


THE GO-BETWEENS 


OOo 


The poet laureates of dappled pop 
take a well-deserved bow for posterity 


Since 1978, Robert Forster and Grant 
McLennan of Australia’s Go-Betweens 
have crafted immortally melodic 
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buttonable pants. 


songs with elliptical lyrics and not a 
hint of rock & roll glamour. They broke 
up for 11 years, reformed in 2000 
and last year released Oceans Apart, 
as good a record as they had ever 
made. So here they recap for the DVD 
camera: full band concert (plus extra- 
neous CD of same) and an acoustic 
story session that feels like a visit 
with venerable Oxford dons. McLen- 
nan's voice is slightly shot and the 
idea of looking at this homely band 

is kind of funny, but oh, the music— 
intertwined guitar riffs, choruses as 
big as the outback and the romance 
of making simple pop sublime. 

ERIC WEISBARD 

DOWNLOAD: “Karen,” “Finding You” 


GOLDFRAPP 


You may need a cold shower after 
hearing this third album by the dirty 
d f British di 


ess whose onstage party piece is 
masturbating with a Theremin, Alison 
Goldfrapp is the great deathly-white 
hope of disco—an imperious English 
Greta Garbo figure riding a tide of 
irresistible electronic pop. The genius 
move she and musical partner Will 
Gregory made was to wrest disco 
away from the monotonous tyranny 
of 4/4 beats and make it swagger 

to the carnal rhythms of glam rock. 
With electronic strings and basslines 
bouncing off one another, this near- 
flawless suite of deep, dark and 
powerfully sexy tracks is like a march- 
ing band of high-heeled robots in 
feather boas. Sex is Goldfrapp's key 
subject matter, too—has the phrase 
"Slide In” ever been less euphemis- 
ticP—making Supernature the new 
last word in wet-dream pop. 

ANDREW HARRISON 

DOWNLOAD: “Ooh La La,” “Ride a White 
Horse,” “Slide In” 
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KICKING THE NATIONAL HABIT 
OOO% 


True inspirational story: These deserv- 
edly hyped Brits cut their teeth ina 
Police tribute band! 


Grand National are kind of a mess, in 
a good way. These two Londoners are 
hard-core studio scientists who mean 
for their Police-referencing pop to 
come out orderly and neat. But then 
somebody falls in love and somebody 
gets squashed and somebody's had 


THE CD WE*RE 


Newcomer improves old-timer in 
songful, dissonant Ohio quartet 


The guy sings high and pained, the 
gal mellow and forthright. Both 
have Midwestern twangs. The guy 
sounds older, but the gal domi- 
nates. The music is post-Velvet 
Underground droney, but the 
contained guitar noise never comes 
off as urban because it flows too 
smoothly—there’s not 
enough conflict or 
racket in it. Also, bands 
that indulge their noisy 
sides are never this 
tuneful, even when 
they try. The gal is Lisa 
Walker, an unknown 
who won't be, Her 
songs of love and 
existential displace- 
ment are delicate, 
proud, complex—try 


“Wanna fight, 


THE GUIDE| NEW RELEASES 


a few beers, and things become more 
confusing than they should be—again, 
in a good way. “Peanut Dreams” is the 
center of the CD, with a chewy dance- 
funk bass line that would have fit in 
at the Hacienda in the 1980s. There's 
a lot of passion and red corpuscles 
surging just outside the music's 
clean, primary-colored lines, and it 
makes their U.S. debut an event. 
RUSMITH 

DOWNLOAD: “Cherry Tree,” “Talk Among 
Yourselves,” “Peanut Dreams” 


HARD-FI 


Delinquent guitar rock with a dance- 
music sheen from a U.K. stinkhole 


Dressing the blue-collar 
hedonism of Oasis ina 
multicultural grab-bag 
of British street-music 
styles from punk to ska 
to house-lite, Hard-Fi hail from the 
depressing London suburb of Staines 
(think vandalism, unemployment, Ali 
G), singing about unplanned pregnan- 
cies and school friends under fire in 
Iraq. Yet what could easily have been 
a grim social studies lecture about 
the Burberry-clad U.K. underclass 

is transformed by melodic flair and 
resourceful, radio-friendly production 
as the quartet skip deftly between 
Clash-type regegae-rock (“Cash 
Machine") and wooshing, Kylie-esque 


“Motorcycle,” in which she itches to 
get out of town without a helmet. 
The guy is Chuck Cleaver of the 
Ohio band Ass Ponys. Always a 
little twisted, he thinks about such 
things as a human-brained horse 
and what kind of wrench fits a 
lead pipe cinch—try "Yellow Cotton 
Dress,” in which he'll never clear 
the silverware she left behind. 
They're an unlikely seeming pair. 
They fit perfectly. 

ROBERT CHRISTGAU 

DOWNLOAD: “Bought It Again,” 
“Crooked,” “Airborne” 


3 
2s 


nightclub pop ("Hard to Beat"), 
washing down the vérité grit with 

a euphoric Saturday night cocktail 

of booze and Ecstasy as singer and 
songwriter Richard Archer howls at 
the moon. A slice of British street life 
with strut, and guitars. 

TONY POWER 

DOWNLOAD: “Cash Machine,” “Hard to 
Beat” 


BEN HARPER... 
BOTH SIDES OF THE GUNOG 


Mr. Laura Dern gets his Outkast on 
with a two-sided, loooong seventh 
record 


There aren't many things worse 

than a pretentious hippie. After 

a two-year fling with gospel, Ben 
Harper, the barefoot king of Southern 
California, ambles back to his roots 
with a two-CD set he insists is not 

a double album but a single split 
epic that showcases both halves of 
his eclectic soul (and, conveniently, 
satisfies both halves of his fanbase). 
Disc one—sorry, “Side A"—spotlights 
Jammy Ben, serving up sluggish funk 
and blues (and some halfhearted 
Bush-bashing) that's unlikely to 
impress anyone outside the drum 
circle, Slightly better is the disc from 
Croony Ben, where he breaks out the 
acoustic guitar and scented candles 
to serenade the Tri-Delts with songs 
like pretty country ballad “Crying 
Won't Help You Now." Dude knows 
how to puff; he just needs to learn 
when to pass. 

JOSH EELLS 

DOWNLOAD: “Please Don't Talk About 
Murder While I'm Eating,” “Crying Won't 
Help You Now” 


HAWTHORNE HEIGHTS 


Vi 


Pathologically nice Warped Tour 
heroes prove that Ohio is for lovers, 
and losers 


Like many emo boys, J.T. Woodruff 
says what he means, means what he 
Says and never says anything mean. 
The frontman for these Dayton, 
Ohio, pop-punks—heroes of TRL 

and MySpace alike—gently exhales 
his regrets over pretty, bittersweet 
strums and churning metal riffs, 
occasionally breaking into a convul- 
sive spew. Woodruff is never anything 
but coweringly passive, a trait about 
as appealing as it is annoying. For 
him, relationships are something 
you mourn, bygone or ongoing, and 
he seems like the kind of guy who 
could catch his girlfriend cheating 
on top of his Yoda sheets and wind 
up apologizing. The catchy, hammy 
“Saying Sorry” features the refrain 
“Seeing you cry makes me feel like 


GOLDFRAPP: ROSS KIRTON; WUSSY: JACOB HAND 
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— 
Arctic Monkeys: 
“Back then, ho’s sams 
didn't want us/ 

Now we hot, 

ho's all on us.” 


CHIMPIN’ AIN’T EASY 


BRIT SENSATIONS ROCK DYNAMIC TUNES ABOUT TEEN LIFE IN MODERN U.K. 


ARCTIC MONKEYS 


BACK HOME IN England, where their first two 
singles streaked to No. 1, the Arctic Monkeys’ 
debut CD sold so quickly in January that one 
retailer said the band's success hadn't been 
seen “since the Beatles." In a country that 
makes rock saviors out of charlatans, the 
hype is suspicious; the Arctic Monkeys might 
even suck. Happily, they deserve the success. 

Their hometown, Sheffield, is famously 
bleak, and frontman Alex Turner's prime ter- 
rain is young people grabbing for fun and 
sparkle in the face of all the forces that 
would crush their spirits, whether it’s psycho 
bouncers, limited funds or simply England's 
wet winters and grey summers. His obser- 
vational flair is most acute on “Red Light 
Indicates Doors Are Secured,” about getting 
a taxi home after a drunken night: the driver 
refusing to let six in the cab (“especially not 
with the food"), anxiously watching the meter 
while contemplating doing a runner, reliv- 
ing the fight in the taxi line and the “beyond 
belief” babe in the pub. 

Guitarist Jamie Cook specializes in abra- 
sive riffs, but the Monkeys transcend “indie” 
thanks to an agile rhythm section that can 


switch from relentless to zippy in the blink 
of a hi-hat, and songs crammed with thrilling 
swerves, jolts and false endings. But what ele- 
vates the Monkeys into a class of their own is 
Turner: He has an insolent rasp sweetly tinged 
with plaintiveness and poignancy, a classic 
snarl thickened with a regional accent (“up” 
becomes “oop") and a twangy lasciviousness 
he injects into lines like “you sexy little swine." 
Turner's lyrics couple the invincible confi- 
dence of youth with the pathos of someone 
older, wiser and sadder. “Riot Van" is a wry bal- 
lad about watching bored youth bait the town 
police without getting arrested—most of the 
time, anyway. At 20, Turner is close enough to 
these lads to remember that mix of restless- 
ness and cheek, but he also knows they'll get 
burned sooner rather than later. This delicate 
poise of intimacy and distance permeates the 
album, making these vignettes of teenage 
wildlife resonate far beyond the local world 
they vividly and vigorously document. 
SIMON REYNOLDS 
DOWNLOAD: “Dancing Shoes,” “Mardy Bum,” “The 
View From the Afternoon” 


ALEX TURNER'S 
CURRENT LISTENING 
THE STROKES 
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LIGHTS AND SOUNDS 
(LIVE IN VEGAS) 
YELLOWCARD 
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FUGEES 


UNPREDICTABLE 
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IF YOU LEAVE 


OMD 


_ ANIMAL CITY 


SHAKIRA 


MY HUMPS 
BLACK EYED PEAS 


LAS DE LA INTUICION 


SHAKIRA 


BE WITHOUT YOU 
MARY J. BLIGE 
DUM DIDDLY 
(NOIZETRIP REMIX) 
BLACK EYED PEAS 

10. WAKE ME UP WHEN 


SEPTEMBER ENDS (LIVE) 
GREEN DAY 


verizonwireless 
verizonwireless.com/music 


Available in 181 major metro areas covering 148 million 
people and is expanding coast to coast. Subject to Customer 
Agreement, Calling Plan & Get It Now® Agr ts. $15/ 
month required. Download fees may apply. Coverage not 
inallareas, Based on V CAST music downloads as of 2/8/06. 


Ghostface: “One 
false move and 
Nemo gets it." 


GUESS WU’S BACK 


WU-TANGER’S FIFTH SOLO IS ALL KILLAH, NO FILLAH 


GHOSTFACE KILLAH 
FISHSCALE OO 


THE WEIRDEST THUG in hip-hop 
just got weirder. For the follow- 
up to 2004's The Pretty Toney 
Album, Ghostface Killah—the 
most enigmatic member of a 
Wu-Tang Clan crew that made 
inscrutability its mission— 
teamed with backpack producer 
and fellow superhero enthusiast 
MF Doom. It's like hip-hop’s 
version of a Johnny Depp/Tim 
Burton flick—strange, spooky 
and brilliant. 

That's not to say it's kiddie- 
friendly. “| went back to the 
guns and drugs on this one," 
Ghost says of Fishscale (street 
slang for pure-grade cocaine), 
and the album opener, “Shakey 
Dog," plunges in headfirst—a 
breathless stick-up narrative 
reminiscent of his spectacular 
2004 hit “Run.” Ghost cares 
little about exposition and 
even less about resolution; for 
him, it's all in the chase. And 
although he raps as if he's 
always on the run—frantic, gasp- 
ing, fraught with anxiety—he's 
also got a miniaturist's eye for 
detail. A lesser MC might get 
attacked by a pit bull; for Ghost, 
it's “big head Bruno with the 
little shark's teeth.” 

His raps are notoriously 
dense, jammed with cryptic 
ghetto jargon and absurdist non 
sequiturs (“hit Poughkeepsie 
crispy chicken verbs"—whaaa?). 
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And though Fishscale is his least 
abstract yet, he's still several 
blocks from ordinary. “Underwa- 
ter," a bizarre aquatic fantasy 
starring “mermaids with Halle 
Berry haircuts” and SpongeBob 
in a Bentley, paddles along on 

a watery beat straight out of 

an old science-class filmstrip. 
And on “Kilo,” featuring long- 
time Wu-Tang homey Raekwon, 
Ghost rhymes about Glocks 

and baggies as a chorus of kids 
gleefully recites metric measure- 
ments—Schoolhouse Rock meets 
slanging rocks. 

That nostalgia is fitting. Ghost- 
face is an old soul, jacking dusty 
vinyl samples (here, '70s soul 
and, on Just Blaze-produced 
“The Champ,” Mr. T in Rocky Iil) 
and getting all misty-eyed about 
fake Pro-Keds and pissing his 
bed. Two of the best tracks even 
raise the dead: “9 Milli Bros.,” an 
all-Wu-Tang posse cut featuring 
four memorable bars from the 
late ODB, and "3 Bricks," the 
story of a bloody three-way coke 
heist led by a resurrected Notori- 
ous B.I.G. For hip-hop's bugged- 
out sentimentalist, even ghosts 
are dangerous. 

JOSH EELLS 


DOWNLOAD: “Shakey Dog,” “Kilo” 
(feat. Raekwon), “3 Bricks” (feat. 
Biggie and Raekwon) 


GHOSTFACE KILLAH'S 
CURRENT LISTENING 
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saying sorry.” Which might give us 
pause—Saying sorry isn't the same 
as being sorry, after all. But it's only a 
tiny knot of complexity inside a burn- 
ing lump of earnestness. 

JONAH WEINER 

DOWNLOAD: “Saying Sorry,” “We Are So 
Last Year” 


JUVENILE 


New Orleans bounce captain 
addresses Hurricane Katrina (barely), 
beef and, of course, booty. 


“Fuck Fox News, | don't 
listen to y'all ass!" Juve- 
nile declares one song 
into his eighth album. 
It's promising: New 
Orleans's most celebrated rapper is a 
far better source for ‘hood editorial- 
izing about Hurricane Katrina than 
cable's stuffed shirts. The gruff MC 
limits himself, though, to the great 
"Get Ya Hustle On,” noting, “Every- 
body need a check from FEMA/So 

he can go and score him some 
cocaina"~—a clever twist on govern- 
ment handouts. After this ferocious 
start, Juvie gets his hustle on, pump- 
ing out the stripper jams that made 
him rich. Cool and Dre's slow-stirred 
“Rodeo” is panty-droppingly good, but 
“Loose Booty" and “Say It to Me Now” 
are rote for the man behind "Back 
That Azz Up" and “Slow Motion.” The 
message here is both comforting and 
confounding: There's no reason to 
harp on tragedy when there are asses 
to twirl. 


SEAN FENNESSEY 

DOWNLOAD: “Get Ya Hustle On,” “Rodeo" 
SONDRE LERCHE & THE 
FACES DOWN QUARTET 
DUPERSESSIONSOOG = 
smn 


Witty Norwegian, only 23, has a 
winning view of the past 


From Harry Connick Jr.'s shine to 
Jamie Cullem's scruff, Sinatra-esque 
pop usually means a lifetime of 
immersion or, as with Rod Stewart 

or Robbie Williams, a career reevalu- 
ation. Yet for Lerche—whose two 
previous albums put a loquacious 
Euro spin on rock—it's just something 
groovy for a change-of-pace collec- 
tion. In a fluidly scratchy voice that's 
more Chet Baker than new tuxedoes, 
Lerche and his group take ownership 
of vintage jazz-like songs, abetted 

by Erik Halvorsen, one superbly cool 
pianist. Extending tradition, Lerche 
imagines the Depression-era song- 
writer Cole Porter (“Night and Day”) 
and the articulate '80s British band 
Prefab Sprout (“Nightingales”) as part 
of the same continuum. But Lerche 


originals such as the Magnolia-worthy 
“The Curse of Being in Love" and the 
excellently undepressed “I Wanna Call 
It Love" aren't starry-eyed vintage 
exercises. They're just swell new 
tunes. 

JAMES HUNTER 

DOWNLOAD: “Nightingales,” "I'm Not 

From Here" 


Pants-on-fire Brooklyn weirdos vie 
for title of World’s Most Pretentious 


It's easy to hate on Liars. Singer 
Angus Andrew's pinched, nasal voice 
and penchant for portentious lyrics 
and onstage tantrums gets old fast. 
Add to this that Drum’s Not Dead 
accelerates the band’s downward 
plunge into self-obsessed experi- 
mental concept-album murk, making 
them even more pretentious than 
before—and they were already mighty 
pretentious anyway. Despite all this, 
the album—with a dubious premise 
involving made-up characters named 
"Drum" and “Mt. Heart Attack” and a 
DVD including films about snails—is 
50 goofy and heartfelt it's endearing. 
Andrew spins tales of isolation and 
paranoia over tattered melodies and 
a rumbling sea of percussion, and the 
closer, with the refrain “If you need 
me, | can always be found,” is unex- 
pectedly tender. 

GEETA DAYAL 

DOWNLOAD: “It Fit When | was a Kid,” 
"Drum Gets a Glimpse,” “The Other Side of 
Mt. Heart Attack" 


THE LITTLE WILLIES 


MILKING BULL 

Norah Jones and friends cover Willie 
Nelson and Hank Williams, act like 
pseudo-rednecks 


The notion that Norah Jones and her 
pals, who perform informally as the 
Little Willies, are anything like the 
brown-dirt cowboys and drunken 
roustabouts who inhabit the country 
chestnuts they cover is ludicrous. 
That said, the so-called “biggest little 
bar band in New York” infuses Willie 


| LOVE THIS CD! 
BEYONCE KNOWLES | 


Actress, 
The Pink Panther 


OFF THE WALL eric 


“It's one of those albums that | 
can listen to over and over again. 
It's probably my favorite album of 
all time.” 
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Matisyahu: 


Cleveland.” 


Nelson, Kris Kristofferson, Townes 
Van Zandt and Hank Williams covers 
with a relaxed good humor and a 
genuine feel for the pulse of West- 
ern swing. Of the five songs in which 
Jones sings lead, the best is a tangy 
version of Elvis Presley's “Love 

Me" that she pumps full of languid, 
love-in-the-afternoon sex vibes. 

In the original novelty “Lou Reed," 
the New York rocker appears as an 
apparition in a cow shed while the 
band is driving through West Texas. 
This surreal goof, which drops the 
names of Federico Fellini and Jim 
Jarmusch, is a hip joke for New York 
cultural know-it-alls. 

STEPHEN HOLDEN 

DOWNLOAD: “Love Me,” “Gotta Get 
Drunk” 


REMY MA 


THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT 
REMY: BASED ON A TRUE STORY 
OOO% 


female," Remy Ma sneers on this 
debut disc. But there's a catch 

in her brown-liquor voice, maybe 
because the boast is just self- 
deception; the voice that kicked 

Fat Joe and the Terror Squad's 
“Lean Back" over the wall in 2004 
belongs to a traditionalist. Her deft 
dirty mouth and cynical mind are 
straight-ahead hard, even as her 
producers—Swizz Beatz and Scott 
Storch among them—add twists of 
reggaeton and grime to the top- 
down crawl. What startles is the 
empathy Remy sometimes lets out 
of hiding. Giving voice to a bungling 
stick-up kid or a girl agonizing over 
an abortion, Remy Ma paints her 
beloved Bronx red with actual blood, 
earning the arrogance that so easily 


MATISYAHU a. 
ee aces 


As shticks go, it’s a good one: a 
devout Hasidic Jew who, in the black 
hat and coat of his sect, performs 
roots-inspired reggae. But adopting 
a culture is one thing; successfully 
passing is another. And had it come 
from Jamaica, Youth wouldn't regis- 
ter a blip. The high-school convert 
born Matthew Miller and raised in 
White Plains, New York, has parlayed 
onstage shock value into a fledgling 
career, though vocally he sounds a 
bit like Peter Gabriel attempting Bob 
Marley covers—technically compe- 
tent, but with no texture. The same 
goes for his band, who loll through 
the toothless dub grooves that are 
the hallmark of a thousand stoner 
jam bands. At least “What I’m Fight- 
ing For" suggests a way through. 
Softening his island accent, Matis- 
yahu reveals an untrained, clipped, 
yet surprisingly beautiful singing 
voice over plain, Jack Jonnson-style 
guitar. His devotion to form, it 
seems, was getting in the way of 
devotion to God. 

JON CARAMANICA 


DOWNLOAD: “What I'm Fighting For” 


JAMES MCMURTRY 


The leaden subtlety of this natural- 
born storytellers baritone drawl has 
never given anybody boogie fever, 
not even on 2004's excellent de 
facto best-of, Live in Aught-Three. 
This album won't change that. But 


THE NEW ALBUM 
IN STORES NOW 
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trips off her tongue. 
ANN POWERS 
DOWNLOAD: “Conceited,” "Guilty" 


the Texan's songwriting has become LICAD A 
so impassioned that it’s enough wae! Webs a 
in itself to move the crowd. That's 
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Pink, tickled 
pink. 


HOLLABACK GRRRL 


PINK DUMPS PUNK, PULLS OUT ALL THE POP STOPS 


THE STRIKING, CONFIDENT, emo- 
tional I'm Not Dead could be 
make-or-break for the spunky 
shorty who in 2001 collaborated 
with Linda Perry on teen pop's 
best pass at a great album, Miss- 
undaztood. Outselling Justin 
Timberlake if not 'N Sync by 
shifting effortlessly from dance- 
floor sure-shot to tough talk to 
raw confession, M!ssundaztood 
soon had Christina Aguilera and 
Gwen Stefani hiring Perry. Pink, 
however, chose a rockier path, 
staking her claim to outside-the- 
box smarts by enlisting Rancid 
punk Tim Armstrong for 2003's 
Try This, which tanked—single 
rather than quintuple platinum, 
no “Family Portrait” or “Get the 
Party Started.” Soon Pink began 
looking kinda B-list. A Janis Jop- 
lin biopic was shelved, reducing 
her Hollywood prospects to an 
arty horror flick. She had a fling 
with Tommy Lee before finally 
wedding her longtime beau, 
motocross racer Carey Hart. 
With rock collaborators in 
her past, Pink here executive- 
produces a package punched 
up by proven song doctors from 
Stockholm’s Max Martin to her 
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new main man, Philly homeboy 
Billy Mann. It opens with two 
punky piss-off songs, one for a 
guy and one for her bimbo-pop 
rivals (“Whatever happened to 
the dream of a girl president?"), 
with two even better ones 
later—“Cuz | Can’’s jubilant “I talk 
shit just deal with it” sums her 
up. These are undercut by four 
pieces of mid-tempo bombast, 
including a title tune that is not 
about her career. The confes- 
sional masterstroke about a 
magic night with a gay guy was 
composed entirely by Mann. The 
Vietnam song was penned by her 
dad, an amateur musician and 
Vietnam vet. But Pink co-wrote 
the bluntly insulting if imperfect- 
ly informed “Dear Mr. President.” 
This protest could be annoying 
in a folk club. In a mass-pop set- 
ting, however, it's powerful and 
brave. Today's hit parade being 
what it is, this CD won't neces- 
sarily right Pink's career. But take 
her off the B-list anyway. 

ROBERT CHRISTGAU 

DOWNLOAD: “The One That Got 
Away,” “Leave Me Alone” 


—— SSS 
PINK’S 
CURRENT LISTENING 
BOB MARLEY AND THE WAILERS 


BURNIN’ ISLAND 


BOB MARLEY AND THE WAILERS 
UPRISING ISLAND 


why progressive Vermont pol Bernie 
Sanders chose “We Can't Make It 
Here” as a campaign song—its long, 
nuanced account of what happens 
to “the working poor” when jobs go 
overseas and enlistees go to war 
applies equally “in Dayton, Ohio, or 
Portland, Maine.” Nearly everything 
else seethes with as much rage and 
bristles with comparable detail. You 
have to listen to the words, but the 
words do come with melodies. And 
the musical whole is spellbinding. 
ROBERT CHRISTGAU 

DOWNLOAD: “We Can't Make It Here,” 
“Holiday,” “Memorial Day” 


VAN MORRISON 


Middle-aged man of the mystic rights 
his career decline with an inspired 
change of course 


A 60-year-old Irishman who went 
slack more than a decade ago, Van 
Morrison turns on Pay the Devil from 
folk and R&B to another old source: 
country music. Spurred by coursing 
pedal-steel and honky-tonk piano, 
cherry-picking great 50s and ‘60s 
songs like Bill Anderson's “Once a 
Day” and Merle Kilgore and Webb 
Pierce's "More and More,” Morrison 
brings the pain in she-done-left-me 
weepers. The genre provides new 
purpose for his genius phrasing; he 
bites down on choruses of despair 
and teases out the drama by unrav- 
eling rhyme schemes and bending 
syllables. Inspired, he writes “This Has 
Got to Stop,” a vehement demand 
that his honey stop messin’ around. 
There are a couple of clinkers—no one 
can make “My Bucket's Got a Hole in 
It" sound less than corny—but most 
of the time he makes the profound 
sadness seem like the best party in 
either Nashville or Dublin. 

KEN TUCKER 

DOWNLOAD: “Once a Day,” “More and 
More" 


Meet your little sister's next big crush: 
A vuinerable, Mary J. Blige—approved 


he's a sensitive crooner in the mold 
of Omarion and Mario rather than a 
preening, Tantric sex maestro like 
Usher or R. Kelly (or Usher-in-training 
Chris Brown). Only 23, he's already 
written songs for Mary J. Blige and 
Ciara—skills that drew the attention of 
Jay-Z, who signed him last year. With 
an assured, clipped tenor, he spends 
his debut inviting shots from the 
tough-guy crowd: dismissing the idea 
of cheating on wifey (“Don’t Get Down 


Like That”), weeping every time a love 
song plays on the radio (“So Sick"). 
But even at its weepiest, his music, 
thankfully, stays vivacious—O' Jays- 
jacking samples, swelling strings 

and choppy handclaps keep this Las 
Vegas native from sounding like a 
simpering fool. Plus, unlike many 
softies, he can dance. 

SEAN FENNESSEY 

DOWNLOAD: "So Sick,” "When You're Mad,” 
“Get Down Like That” 


NINE BLACK ALPS 


British sensations show their love of 
Nirvana, rail against authority, Cosmo 
magazine 


At a time when most young Brit 
bands revel in cheeky dance-rock, the 
Manchester quartet Nine Black Alps 
unfashionably eschew natty suits for 
threadbare flannel, if only figuratively. 
Using Nevermind as a trusty road 
map, snarling, cynical singer-guitarist- 
head Alp Sam Forrest drives "Get Your 
Guns" and “Not Everyone,” laying 
wall-of-sound riffs and feedback 
crackle over throaty choruses that 
would make St. Kurt proud—as would 
“Cosmopolitan,” a scorching-but- 
hummiable screed against magazines 
that peddle hot young girls on their 
covers (for shame, you magazines!). 
Aside from the brief foray into polem- 
ics, Forrest sticks to the evergreen 
themes of being young, being wrong 
and being loud. 

STEVE KANDELL 

DOWNLOAD: "Get Your Guns,” “Just 
Friends,” “Cosmopolitan” 


ILOVETHIS CD! 


PETER SARSGAARD 
Actor, 
Jarhead 


THE STROKES 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF EARTH 


“They do that sort of vintage alter- 
native rock better than most. They 
put on a hell of a live show. Your 
head starts banging instinctively 
to their beat.” 


= 


Pwik: ANDREW MACPHERSON; NE-YO: KWAKU ALSTON; SARSGAARD: LALO YASKY/ 


| Here’s €} Ways 


fo get Your ¢navon' I 


v 


pe PIN GTY Be 


DATE REAL LOCALS 
GIRLS AND GUYS 
LIVE ON YOUR CELL. 


0 CHATTERS. _Z 


ANT TOATEXT 7 
mv Nowe" «Text ‘BEND’ 


Compatible 


LIVE ONE ON ONE CHAT Chat Carriers: 

- PRIVATE VOICEMAIL BOXES eo 

- GROUP PARTIES 24/7 Sprint A %cingular BR 

- THOUSANDS CALL DAILY 1 Mobiles | " 
. HOT AND WILD MESSAGES iirc poe 5 


1- 5 16-4/]1- oo EEE Al Major Canadian Carriers 
LIVE ONE ON ONE! - MAKE: CONNECTION 
FEEL THE PULSE ‘asset 
1-321-206-007 vara ae d - 
SPORE the He aa Wallpapers on. Get Vou ot Ae » Get VounPROMOWallnaner NOW! =) PROMO 
Text ne mao : 9 g ee er 


excitingSMS Text Alerts Offers! ™* | 


10 77000-1S Fast! It SEL See eae Sovran sine anon = sn PAPER 
Polyphonictones \ se , / heal ons tones Lint seo 
© | ates Qe 


50 Cent - Outta of Control 33831 f- } 33855 50 Cent - P..M.P. (Radio Version) 
Big Punisher - Still NotA Player 33793 / 33821 Afroman - Because | Got High 
= ty FSO, — 
“033847 ‘ 33873 33874 33860 33879 . 33867- 


Black Eyed Peas - My Humps 33839 33820. Ciara - Oh! 
Chris Brown - Run It 33840 
Death From Above 1979- Romantic Rights 33858 


33816 Daddy Yankee - Gasolina 
“4 33825 Fabolous - Breathe 


Fall Out Boy - Dance Dance 33862 een cS. we »33811 Gwen Stefani - Rich Girl 
Fall Out Boy - Sugar We're Going Down 33828 peeow @ SoCo s ‘aces | | 33835 Howie Day - Collide 
Gavin De Graw - | Don't Wanna Be 33864 — «ei ae 33802 Jay-Z - 99 Problems 


Goo Goo Dolls - Better Days 33844 
Gorillaz - Dare 33859 

Jamie Foxx - Unpredictable 33882 

Jay-Z - Hard Knock Life (Ghetto Anthem) 33792 
Kanye West - Gold Digger 33832 

Kanye West - Heard Em Say 33863 

My Chemical Romance -|'m Not Okay 33826 
Nelly Feat. Paul Wall - Grillz 33883 
All-American Rejects - Dirty Little Secret 33834 
The Bravery - An Honest Mistake 33827 
The Pussycat Dolls - Don't Cha 33829 
Three Six Mafia - Stay Fly 33841 


33807 JoJo - Leave (Get Out) 

33853 Keane - Somewhere Only We Know 
33804 Marvin Gaye - Sexual Healing 
33801 Modest Mouse - Float On 

33833 My Chemical Romance - Helena 
33803 Outkast - The Way You Move 
33872 Public Enemy - Bring That Beat Back (v.3) 
33880 Scott Storch - Beat 4 

33881 Scott Storch - Beat 5 

33815 T.l. - Bring Em Out 

33851 Yellowcard - Ocean Avenue 

33814 Young Buck - Shorty Wanna Ride 


595 PREWERED 


To use these services, you must be over the age of 13, and minors musthave ieee consent. By purchasing text alerts and/or binary content, wh up for a monthly subscription. Your subscription will automatically renew if not 
unsubscribed. To unsubscribe, text “STOP” to 77000. +Five instructional msgs/five chat msgs. “The rate for content depends on your carrier: a) CinguiatlAT oT: $9.99 per month for 10 credits, or b) Sprint: $5.99 per month for 4 credits. 1 credit 


; 338565) 33846 33885 33861 ane 33877 
NOT | wns te 
GUILTY) PIMP 
33824 33876 33871 33836 33843 33869 


® 5 mS *# jy 


33857, RELYAU a 33850 33808 33865 


vag RAMONES 


A 
i equals 1 piece of content. ‘Additional purchases exceeding credits are $2.99 per ringtone or wallpaper. Unused credits do not rollover to the next period. The rate for text alerts also depends on your carrier: a) Cingular/AT&T/T-Mobite®. $11.96 
per month, or b) Sprint: $2.99 per week. T-Mobile® customers: Purchases of binary content are one-time transactions ($2.99 each) and the above subscription information does not apply to you. Purchases for all customers, and other applicable 
charges (if any), will appear on your monthly wireless phone bill. Please test your phone for compatibility before purchase. To test, text“TEST" to. 77000. For customer support, please email support@ringtopia.com, call 1.800.919.7777, or 
text "HELP" to 77000. For additional terms and conditions, go to www.ringtopia.com. Terms and programs subject to change. Visit wwa.bluefragmobile.com for most current info. Artist names are used for informational purposes only. Services 
are for entertainment purposes onlySong Tones are coversongs. This offer.expires 1 year from the publication's cover date, RTG03 


QU ASI Agiant foot-stomping blues-rock and gutsy 
Beir tice aieas aan op icierpiicoppevoeaaasiacanclanasaeen aa ee KT Tunstall woo-hoos, delivered in a voice more 
WHEN THE GOING GETS DARK accidentally Janis Joplin than Norah Jones. Next 
SOOO crushes time around, the second KT needs to 


skateboarders. 
em get the upper hand. 


DORIAN LYNSKEY 


Sleater-Kinney drummer's other 
band make their biggest and boldest 
album yet 


On their seventh album, 
@ Portland, Oregon's 
HO EES Sam Coomes and 


pW 
Janet Weiss unleash 


DOWNLOAD: “Black Horse and the Cherry 
Tree,” "False Alarm" 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
RUN THE ROAD VOLUME 2 


From a motley crew of U.K. gutter- 
snipes, it's Part 2 in the Birth of Grime 


Grime may be the only genre in 

which saying a song sounds like shit 
is a compliment. Britain's back-alley 
hip-hop is, sonically speaking, filthier 
than an East End chimney sweep—a 
gripping mess of gnashes, burbles, 
tremors and growls. Though lighter on 
star power than its predecessor (e.g., 
no Dizzee Rascal), this compilation of 
white-label singles and remixes still 


are two evenly matched KT Tunstalls 
on her debut album: One borrows 
from Chris Martin's bag of shopworn 
metaphors (the stars, the sea, the 
“big old sky") to craft comfort-blanket 
pick-me-ups for people whose favor- 
ite music retailer is Starbucks. The 
other one is more unsettling and 
more intriguing, giving “False Alarm" 
the same gorgeous unease as a 
Radiohead ballad and roaring into life 
on “Black Horse and the Cherry Tree,” 
an opaque fable whipped along by 


the psychedelic beast 
that has always lurked beneath the 
surface of Quasi's brainy alternative 
rock. From their jack-booted open- 
ing stomp “Alice the Goon" to the 
majestically squalling finale “Invisible 
Star,” Weiss's drums and Coomes's 
guitar and piano jams exert a fear- 
some gravitational pull over his airy 
melodies. Almost every song features 
a swaggering wigout that grooves on 
the mind-reading interplay of these 
two ex-spouses. Coomes retreats 


EYE TO THE TELESCOPE OO 


Brit-wowing Scottish singer-song- 
writer with one foot in the coffee 
house, one foot in the crazy house 


Getting tagged the “female James 
Blunt” and the “Scottish Dido" helped 
KT Tunstall attain double-platinum 
status in the U.K., but these compari- 
sons tell only half the story. There 


from the anti-Bush snipes of 2003's 
Hot Shit, but his lyrics find the politi- 
cal in the personal—questioning the 
notion of the “winning team" on the 
song that gives the album its title, 
concluding that “poverty sucks but 
it ain't no sin." It's not empty talk: 
This album is a model of aging, raging 
indie idealism. 

DENNIS LIM 

DOWNLOAD: "Invisible Star,” “Alice the 
Goon,” “Merry X-Mas" 


THE SUBWAYS 


Three skinny, hyper Brits who rock 
as hard as their older brothers’ CD 


collections 


If nothing else, the Subways have 
youth on their side. With an aver- 
age age of 19, frontman Billy Lunn, 
bassist/fiancee Charlotte Cooper and 
drummer/brother Josh Morgan are 
unpracticed enough to write a song 
as daft as The O.C. favorite “Rock & 
Roll Queen" and uncynical enough 
to perform it as though their lives 
depended on it. Young for Eternity 
vibrates with youthful vigor—you 
can practically hear the adolescent 
hormones pinging when Lunn and 
Cooper trade heartfelt gibberish on 
"Oh Yeah"—but it still sounds like an 
alt-rock mixtape: count the refer- 
ences to Nirvana, Oasis, the Strokes 
and the Vines and your fingers will 
get tired. What's missing so far, in 
contrast with '90s teenage sensa- 
tions Supergrass and Ash, is the 
offbeat charisma that would make 
the Subways into something more 
than a high-school cover band that 
got lucky. 

DORIAN LYNSKEY 


DOWNLOAD: “Oh Yeah,” “No Goodbyes” 
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Happily married and in love with the 
world, the Divine Miss MJB celebrates 
with a warm-and-fuzzy seventh set. 


OTHER PEOPLE'S LIVES 


The Kinks leader solidifies his rep as 
England's crab-rock king with a devil- 
ishly funny solo outing. 


LIL WAYNE 


CASH MONEY/UNIVERSAL 


Stellar hood rap—featuring TV host 
Alan Thicke's son—from the school- 
boy MC-turned-Cash Money prez. 


THE BEST NEW RELEASES FROM THE PAST MONTHS 


0 


COMET GAIN 
Veteran British indie-popper David 


Feck says goodbye to his 20s with 
this tender, melancholy gem. 


RABBIT FUR COAT 


Rilo Kiley's frontbabe steps out on 
her own with gorgeous country-rock 
about God, sex and bunny pelts. 


PANIC! AT THE DISCO 


Exhilarating Fall Out Boy-approved 


debut from the other suit-wearing, 
synth-loving Vegas rock foursome. 


packs weird extraterrestrial punch; 
check Plan B's “Sick 2 Def," a grisly 
throat-slitting narrative that unspools 
in reverse. But adjust your antennae, 
and it also starts to sound like Ameri- 
can hip-hop circa 1983: a nascent, 
self-propelled subculture, giddy 

with potential, in which punchlines 
(usually) trump posturing, and girls— 
luminary Lady Sovereign, the gruff No 
Lay—give as good as they get. 

JOSH EELLS 

DOWNLOAD: Low Deep, “Get Set”; Lady 
Sovereign, “A Little Bit of Shhh (DT Wonder 
Remix)" 


WOLFMOTHER 
DIMENSIONS EP ®@& 


Big- -haired Aussies tease first album, , 
bbath 


Though two o' ih 

on Wolfmother's full “enzth debut in 
May, this EP is worth owning for one 
reason: it's not May yet. Channeling 
‘70s metal bombast without preen- 
ing or winking—we're looking at you, 
Justin Hawkins—afro'd singer/guitarist 
Andrew Stockdale is a dead ringer for 
Ozzy on “Dimension,” a protometal 
romp with overdriven guitars made 

to blare from an airbrushed panel 
van, and the keyboard solo in the 
mid-tempo “Mind's Eye” would make 
Rick Wakeman of Yes doff his cape 

in admiration—these indulgences 
actually work, rather than merely 
serving as pop culture in-jokes. Of the 
non-album tracks, “Love Train” opens 
with "Freedom 90" bongos and shows 
off Stockdale's Jack White falsetto, 
making the clunky instrumental “The 
Earth's Rotation Around the Sun” 

the only misstep for these cock-rock 
torchbearers. No catsuits required. 
STEVE KANDELL 

DOWNLOAD; “Dimension,” “Love Train” 
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IN THE COUNTRY 


— Rolling Stone Magazine 
August 11, 2005 
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IN 
AMERICA 


UPSTART R&B CROONER NE-YO 


TOPPLES UPSTART SOFT-ROCK 
CROONER JAMES BLUNT. 
CHICKS DIG THE CROONERS .... 


I'M TOO 
EBARRINGLICIOUS 
FOR YA, BABE. 


No group? No album? It takes more 
than that to keep Beyoncé from a hit. 
The hottest chick in the game teams 
with H-town homey Slim Thug for this 
best-of bonus track about the ins and 
outs of transnational monetary policy. 
(Just kidding—it's about her booty.) B's 
next album isn’t out till the fall, but you 
can see her in the new Pink Panther 
remake—which, if there's any justice in 
the world, is already on DVD by now. 


POSITION 


1 
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"SO SICK” 


“YOU'RE BEAUTIFUL” 


“FOR YOU | WILL 
(CONFIDENCE)” 


“THE ONLY DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN ...” 


z ea 
4 “YO (EXCUSE ME MISS)" 
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ARTIST 


NE-YO FEAT. PEED! PEEDI 


ALBUM/LABEL 


IN MY OWN WORDS 
DEF JAM 


| 


JAMES BLUNT 


BACK TO BEDLAM 
CUSTARD/ATLANTIC 


#1s 
COLUMBIA 


BEYONCE FEAT. SLIM ie 


CHRIS BROWN 


CHRIS BROWN 
IVE 


\'M NOT DEAD 
LAFACE 


TEDDY GEIGER 


PANIC! AT THE DISCO 


“ROMPE" 


12 


“PUMP IT" 


"5.0.5. (RESCUE ME)" 


“LEAN WIT IT, ROCK 
wit iT" 


DADDY YANKEE 


BLACK EYED PEAS 


DEM FRANCHIZE BOYZ FEAT. 
PEANUT AND CHARLAY 


“WALK AWAY" 


KELLY CLARKSON 


“KING WITHOUT A 
CROWN” 


MATISYAHU 


"SAYING SORRY" 


HAWTHORNE HEIGHTS 


“TOUCH IT” 


“SHAKE THAT" 


BUSTA RHYMES 


EMINEM FEAT. NATE DOGG 


“TEMPERATURE” 


SEAN PAUL 


UNDERAGE THINKING 
COLUMBIA 


PCD 
AGM 


A FEVER YOU CAN'T... 
FUELED BY RAMEN/DECAYDANCE 


BARRIO FINO EN DIRECTO 
EL CARTEL/INTERSCOPE 


MONKEY BUSINESS 
AGM 


ON TOP OF OUR GAME 
50 SO DEFMIRGIN 


AGIRL LIKE ME 
OEF JAM 


BREAKAWAY 
RCA 


LIVE AT STUBB'S 
OR MUSIC/OUB/EPIC 


IF ONLY YOU WERE LONELY 
vicTORY 


THE BIG BANG 
AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE 


CURTAIN CALL 
SHADY/AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE 


THE TRINITY 
VP/ATLANTIC 


“EVERYTIME WE TOUCH" 


CASCADA 


EVERYTIME WE TOUCH 
ROBBINS 


“BEST FRIEND (REMIX)" 


“FIREMAN” 


50 CENT FEAT. OLIVIA 


{ONLINE} 
G-UNITANTERSCOPE 


LIL WAYNE 


THA CARTER Il 
CASH MONEY/UNIVERSAL 


“SORRY” 


MADONNA 


“LIKE WE NEVER LOVED 
AT ALL” 


FAITH HILL 


“| BET YOU LOOK GOOD 
ON THE DANCEFLOOR" 


“SNAP YA FINGAZ" 


“LOVE” 


mt 


ARCTIC MONKEYS 


CONFESSIONS ON A DANCE- 
FLOOR WARNER BROS, 


FIREFLIES 
WARNER NASHVILLE 


WHATEVER PEOPLE SAY | 
AM ... DOMINO 


LIL JON AND THE 
EASTSIDE BOYZ 


[ONLINE] 
vr 


KEYSHIA COLE 


“DIME PIECE” 


“MOVE ALONG” 


NICK CANNON 


THE WAY IT IS 
ABM 


STAGES 
CAN | BALL/JIVE 


ALL-AMERICAN REJECTS 


MOVE ALONG 
INTERSCOPE 


“TOUCH THE SKY” 


KANYE WEST FEAT. 
LUPE FIASCO 


“MS. NEW BOOTY” 


BUBBA SPARXXX FEAT. 
YING YANG TWINS 


LATE REGISTRATION 
ROC-A-FELLA/DEF JAM 


THE CHARM 
VIRGIN 


HOW WE DIDNT) aolmusic.com 


The Most Wanted Songs chart is based on 
number of audience searches, downloads and 
video plays on AOLmusic.com. 


“OVER MY HEAD 
(CABLE CAR)” 


THE FRAY 


HOW TO SAVE A LIFE 


EPIC 


“MY HOOD" 


YOUNG JEEZY 
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“BLACK HORSE AND THE 
CHERRY TREE” 


WEEK ENDING // SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 


KT TUNSTALL 


LET'S GET JT: THUG 
MOTIVATION 101 DEF 1AM 


EYE TO THE TELESCOPE 
RELENTLESS/VIRGIN 


COLUMBIA 


The last young singing star associated 
with an amorous primate currently lives 
in Bahrain—the newest is from upstate 
New York. This 17-year-old Love Mon- 
key star was hailed on the short-lived 
TV show as a buzzy talent, ostensibly 
for sounding more than a bit like John 
Mayer. In late April you can catch him 
live when he starts a residency at 
Florida's Disney Contemporary Resort. 


PANIC! AT THE DISCO 


“THE ONLY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
MARTYRDOM AND SUICIDE IS PRESS 
COVERAGE” 


These TRL faves may share a home- 
town (Vegas) and a fashion sense 
(cool suits) with the Killers, but their 
wordy melodramas are more like their 
buddies Fall Out Boy. Catch them in 
March opening for fellow superfluous- 
punctuation fans The Academy Is ... 


This beautiful dancehall reggae import, 
signed by Jay-Z on the spot at an audi- 
tion, follows up her debut single with 
this ingenious Soft Cell “Tainted Love” 
homage. 'Pon de sex dwarf! In late April 
and early May she'll be performing 
throughout South Africa as part of the 
People’s Celebration Concert. 


BEYONCE: ROGERT ERDMANN, GEIGER: GABRIELLE REVERE/COURTESY SONY BMG; RIHANNA: NELA KOENIG 
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Imogen Heap, O.A.R., Feist, Matt | Costa, 
Rosanne Cash, Daniel Powter, KT Tunstall, 


Rihanna, Mat Kearney, Say Anything, Dirtie 
Blonde, The Fray and Floetry. 


Music: 
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Imogen Heap, 0.A.R., Feist, Matt Costa, Rosanne Cash, 
Daniel Powter, KT Tunstall, Rihanna, Mat Kearney, 
Say Anything, Dirtie Blonde, The Fray and Floetry. 
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Eric B. & Rakim: 
Their records went 
gold. So did their 
necklaces and rings. 


ALL RAPPED U 


THIS SET OF A DOZEN CDS SHOWS HOW HIP-HOP, IN ITS 
INNOCENT YEARS, SAMPLED FREELY AND LAUGHED A LOT 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
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IT’S EASY TO fight about hip-hop. You 
can moan about 50 Cent, laugh at the Black 
Eyed Peas, sneer at Three 6 Mafia, ignore 
the mixtape circuit, snub the latest earnest 
underground collective. But who in their 
right mind hates Run-D.M.C.? Everyone 
loves old-school hip-hop, a genre broad 
enough to satisfy both the nerdiest record 
collector and the drunkest wedding crasher. 
(All these years later, “Funky Cold Medina” 
still works its dance-floor magic.) 

Of course, old-school is relative. Run and 
D.M.C. were once the new wave; in 1985 
they boasted, “It’s all brand new, never ever 
old school.” In hip-hop, old-school refers 
to anything older than a decade, and it also 
refers to the fact that sooner or later, even the 
most maligned stars end up vaguely respect- 
able. In 1992, plenty of people thought Dr. 
Dre was a misanthropic hack making dispos- 
able gangsta-pop. Now, just try to find some- 
one who doesn't know he's a genius. 

For the 12-CD series Hip-Hop Essentials 
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1979-1991, producers gathered together 144 
tracks spanning the 12 years of recorded hip- 
hop that led up to Dre’s The Chronic. They 
emphasize the upbeat, exuberant sound 
of the 1980s, although the discs are expan- 
sive enough to bring together pop stars and 
underground heroes, one-hit wonders and 
prolific veterans, J.J. Fad’s squeaky-clean 
electro track “Supersonic” and DJ Quik’s 
filthy gangsta track “Sweet Black P***y,” 

Unfortunately, the organizers decided to 
arrange this collection by ... well, who can 
say? The 2004 Hip-Hop Box presented songs 
from four decades in more or less the order 
they were released. This series, on the other 
hand, seems less like a hip-hop anthology 
and more like a low-tech version of an iPod 
shuffle. 

The result is an odd hodgepodge, likely to 
thrill neither experts nor novices looking for 
some good party mixes. Each CD comes with 
a couple of brief essays (Nelson George’s 
“Golden Age” overview, plus another specific 
to the volume), along with a few words about 
each track. Each disc feels like a $13.98 grab 
bag. Even more annoying: All the f***ing 
dirty s**t is censored. 

Part of what makes these old tracks sound 
so good is also part of the flaw in compilations 
like these: sampling. Many of the records 
were originally released on small, some- 
times fly-by-night labels, and the producers 
sampled like crazy at a time when no one was 
sure how illegal, or how expensive, this stuff 
was. Today, some old tracks are pretty much 
unlicenseable: Ask for permission and you'll 
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only wake the slumbering copyright holders. 
So it’s nice to hear, again, how well sample- 
happy hip-hop has aged. Once derided as 
a weakness, hip-hop’s kleptomania seems 
more than ever like a strength. 

For the irresistible 1981 underground hit 
“Genius Rap,” for example, the duo of Dr. 
Jeckyll & Mr. Hyde (which included future 
record executive Andre Harrell) rhyme 
over the Tom Tom Club’s new wave classic 
“Genius of Love,” although you won't find 
that information in the liner notes. (You'll 
also find the duo credited simply as “Dr. 
Jeckel”; a hip-hop reissue should get the 
names right.) Other songs have big, obvious 
samples that aren’t even mentioned in the 
publishing credits, which means there’s at 
least one group of people that will probably 
love this series: lawyers. 

For a memorable (if unintentional) illus- 
tration of the power of sampling, listen to 
the version of “Microphone Fiend” by Eric 
B. & Rakim that leads off Volume 3. Eric B. 
borrowed the song's bassline from “School 
Boy Crush” by Average White Band, but the 
version here is missing that bassline. While 
Rakim’s rhymes are still astonishing, the 
song barely survives. 

The only good thing about an unorga- 
nized compilation like this is that it can 
help you hear familiar songs in new ways. A 
conventional story of hip-hop would focus on 
the differences between, say, DJ Jazzy Jeff & 
the Fresh Prince and N.W.A. But on Volume 
3, where “Parents Just Don’t Understand” 
comes a few songs before “F**k tha Police,” 
you can hear a common thread: a tradition 
of hip-hop storytelling, finding expression in 
two very different ways. 

Maybe rap’s complicated, labyrinthine 
history helps explain these consistently 
entertaining but messy CDs. Maybe some- 
thing about the genre makes anthologists 
throw up their hands in defeat. Or maybe 
hip-hop is still waiting for the brilliant and 
exhaustive collection it deserves. 

KELEFA SANNEH 

DOWNLOAD: Funky 4 + 1, “That's the Joint’; 
J.J. Fad, “Supersonic”; Dr. Jeckyll & Mr. Hyde, 
“Genius Rap” 
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ROGER RESSMEVER/CORBIS 


THE SCORE 


ALL SHOOK UP 9 
LEGACY 


The Fab Four of the beer belt, | beloved 
by Kurt Cobain and Homer Simpson 


Cheap Trick were the burger-and- 
fries option on punk's menu of 
fish-and-chips or greasy pizza: Their 
glam sound crackled, axmaster Rick 
Nielsen was a goof and the band's 
Midwestern take on weird made 
mulletheads feel smart. These twa 
albums were recorded before and 
after the career-making At Budokan 
in 1979, and prove what a delicate 
balance top-notch standard-issue 
rock requires. Dream Police verges on 
too slick, but with three great singles, 
especially the title track, and one fine 
drugey blowout, it overcomes the 
energy suck of overproduction. Not 
So All Shook Up, an unfortunate date 
with Beatles mentor Sir George Martin 
in which all focus and perspective is 
lost, This reissue atones with all four 
cuts from the snappy and rare EP 
Found All the Parts. 

ANN POWERS 

DOWNLOAD: "Way of the World,” 
What | Want," “Such a Good Girl" 


BRIAN ENO-DAVID 
BYRNE 


MY LIFE IN THE BUSH OF GHOSTS — 
GOOo 


“| Know 


Pioneering sampling experiments 
from two of rock's biggest brains 


In 1979, diverging from the paranoid 
funk he was writing with Talking 
Heads, David Byrne and producer 
Brian Eno began this inventive side 
project, a kind of concept album 
about the fundamentalist resurgence 
in America and the Middle East, They 
handled the theme obliquely, using 
“found voices"—a preacher conduct- 
ing an exorcism, Muslims chanting 
the Koran—on top of percussive 
clatter and bulbous bass to illustrate 
both the scary extremism and intoxi- 
cating allure of religious passion 

The seven bonus tracks range from 
stilted sketches to the compelling (if 
frustratingly brief) burst of beyond- 
human weirdness that is "Vocal 


Outtakes." Delayed until 1981, cited 
as an inspiration by Public Enemy 
producer Hank Shocklee and an obvi- 
ous ancestor for Moby’s Play, it's 

an "|mportant” record for the way 

it anticipated vocal sampling and 
identified the rise of religious funda- 
mentalism. But, more crucially, it's an 
enduringly entrancing listen. 

SIMON REYNOLDS 

DOWNLOAD: “Moonlight in Glory," "The 
Jezebel Spirit,” “Mountain of Needles” 
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LIVIN’ FOR YOU eee 
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as falsetto-swinging loverman (v1.0) 
or funky minister (v2.0). But these 
reissues from the back half of his 
golden era—all sans bonus cuts—also 
show the nonpareil soul singer as a 
strange, troubled dude. The classic 
Livin’ for You (1973) has the twitchy 
"Free at Last,” sampled on Jay-2's 
"Blueprint (Momma Loves Me),” plus 
the paranoid “Beware” and the pious 
"My God Is Real,” recorded before 
the 1974 incident that supposedly 
turned Green to Jesus big-time: his 
girlfriend scalding him with hot cream 
of wheat, then shooting herself. Next 
year's transitional Al Green Is Love 

is peppered with left-field brilliance: 
Check the monster Afro-Latin funk 
of "Love Ritual,” with Green shouting 
in Zulu(!). Proto-disco pep and jazzy 
schmaltz dull Full of Fire and Have a 
Good Time, both from 1976, though 
the latter boasts “Something,” a 
sweet Philly soul take. The upbeat, 
undercooked Truth 'N' Time (1978), 
with its addictively odd cover of Lulu's 
“To Sir With Love," marked the end 
of an era no soul singer has matched 
yet. All praises remain due. 

WILL HERMES 

DOWNLOAD; "Free at Last,” "Beware,” “L- 
0-V-E (Love),” “Love Ritual,” “| Didn't Know" 


MOTT THE HOOPLE 
ALL THE YOUNG DUDES 0% 


After playing a gas station in Swit- 
zerland, they broke up. David Bowie, 
thankfully, saved their career 


There was something ill-starred yet 
heroic about Mott the Hoople, a heavy 
rock & roll band from Britain's sleepy 
Hereford signed by '60s svengali 

Guy Stevens purely because he saw 
them heave a Hammond organ up 


OLD HAG 


THE EX-CON WHO LAUNCHED A COUNTRY REVOLUTION 


MERLE HAGGARD 


STRANGERS/SWINGING DOORS 
AND THE BOTTLE LET ME DOWN 


Sooo 


CAPI TOL NASHVILLE/EMI 


COUNTRY MUSIC FROM Bakes. 
field, California, in the early '60s 
jangled and thumped, its pedal 
steel and trebly Telecasters in 
hard relief; it had reached its 
apotheosis and hit a wall. It took 
Merle Haggard, an ex-con with 
born instincts for writing and 
bandleading, to start smelting 
down Bakersfield country for a 
broader vision of country music. 
Did he ever: By the early '70s, he 
had become one of the best pop 
artists in America. 

Capitol’s five-CD reissue 
series covers 10 studio records 
from Haggard’s early period, with 
two LPs on each disc; the three 
best CDs represent Haggard's 
beginning, maturation and trans- 
formation. Strangers, the 1965 
debut, introduces one of the 
most self-possessed voices in 
American music, combining Lefty 
Frizzell-ish, deep, sliding warbles 
and a pinched Buck Owens-like 
bark. But even the best songs 
(“You Don't Have Far to Go") suf- 
fer from weak lyrics, and a mere- 
ly adequate backing group, as 
well as ill-fitting string arrange- 


ments, dampen its appeal. With 
Swinging Doors, much changed: 
Now there was a rugged band 
behind him with a virtuosic 
guitarist (Roy Nichols) and steel 
guitarist (Ralph Mooney). And 
the writing begins to sharpen; 
the album includes the first of 
his great drinking songs, “The 
Bottle Let Me Down," 

Haggard's late-’60s songs 
graduated to another plane of 
ambition. He revealed a Carl 
Sandburg-like obsession with 
American landscapes and the 
squirrelly integrity of a matinee 
idol who had renounced the 
image factory. Mama Tried and 
Pride in What | Am, with band 
arrangements still indebted 
to Bakersfield honky-tonk, 
increased the ratio of great 
songs per album. But in the 
'70s he shifted to older, rougher 
models—in Hag, he seems 
obsessed with Jimmie Rode- 
ers and plays enthusiastic, 
workmanlike fiddle. Finally, it's 
Someday We'll Look Back, fram 
1971, with serene, poetic songs 
taking the long view about 
personal relationships and rural 
labor in America, where his craft 
and originality finally run neck- 
and-neck. It's here that Haggard 
perfects the art of being himself, 
bridging naturally from country- 
pop to hillbilly music and blues, 
folk and Tin Pan Alley. 

BEN RATLIFF 
DOWNLOAD: “Strangers,” “Swinging 


Doors,” “Mama Tried,” “I Can't Hold 
Myself in Line," “Tulare Dust" 
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might sound like heavy going, but 
Richard Thompson—the '60s folk-rock 
maverick turned '70s Muslim convert 
and '90s paradigm of wordy, baroque 
rock—is at his very best here. Writ- 
ing that brings battered marriages, 
Spiritual crises and delinquent young 
heroes to life, a guitar palette rang- 
ing from medieval madrigal to sci-fi 
psychedelic folk, and smart-aleck 
covers (including Britney's “Oops, | 
Did It Again") all help, and the unvar- 
nished, bootleg approach delivers 
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The Prodigy: Dude, 
that's one messed- 
up cowlick. 


two flights of stairs. Snubbed in the 
flower-power era, they were rescued 
in 1972 by David Bowie, who gave 
them “All the Young Dudes"—the 
transcendent hymn to cross-dress- 
ing delinquents that became Mott's 
Top 40 breakthrough. The subse- 
quent, Bowie-produced album is 

half great, but with Mott's flashier 
new sound bedding in, better was to 
come—namely, Mott's swaggering mix 
of hard glam, Bob Dylan and shades 
of gospel, packed with thrilling, bitter- 
sweet romances about the rock life. 
Yet less than two years later, Mott the 
Hoople had disbanded in rancor, their 
career prolonged but not saved, 

TONY POWER 

DOWNLOAD: “All the Young Dudes,” "All 
the Way From Memphis,” “Ballad of Mott 
the Hoople” 


THE PRODIGY 


THEIR LAW: THE SINGLES 
1990-2005 OSG 


British madmen fronted by a singer 
with one of rock's silliest haircuts 


The Prodigy's rough 
treatment of the 
elegant American 
inventions in house and 
techno music spawned 
a hair-raising, quintessentially British 
hybrid of jackboot rhythms, punk, hip- 
hop and ska that turned producer- 
puppetmaster Liam Howlett and his 
zombie crew into the only true stars 
of what was once called "rave." Over 
the decade, the nosebleed-inducing 
triphammer beats of hardcore ravers 
like “Everybody in the Place" made 
way for the slower, nastier voodoo- 
funk of “Poison” and, ultimately, 
the overdriven guitars and rock-like 
grind of Top 30 hit “Firestarter,” but 
relentlessness, irresistible riffs and 
shattering bass whomp remained a 
constant. Though last year's long- 
awaited comeback, Always Outnum- 
bered, Never Outgunned, failed to 
ignite, there’s not one song here that 
doesn’t sound vital, surprising and 
exhilaratingly ungovernable. 
TONY POWER 
DOWNLOAD: “Everybody in the Place,” 
“Poison,” “Firestarter” 
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SANTANA 


SANTANA II: LEGACY EDITION — 
ooo 


Before becoming the Latin-guitar king 
of pop commerce, crafting smashes 
with young superstars everywhere, 
Carlos Santana led the storied Bay 
Area band named after him. In those 
hippie days, he offered roomy jams 
more manicured than, say, Jimi 
Hendrix's, tapping pop coordination 
as well as jazz improvisation. Santana 
invented the funk-riff balance much 
subsequent Latin rock has sustained, 
percussive guitar music that surren- 
dered entirely neither to groove nor 
solos. Ill, which went to No, 1 on the 
charts in 1971, is the final album 
made by the band's original core; it's 
less songful and more extended than 
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Ex 
that can happen when goths put on 
their dancing shoes. 


four black Mississippians who moved 
to Detroit and discovered acid. 


Long-lost psychedelic freakouts from 


earlier work, unleashing durable tunes 
that never quite became signatures. 
Yet the band doesn't discount bluesy 
melody, as a searing groove such as 
“Taboo" shows. On a second disc, 
Santana play at the Fillmore West in 
a'71 concert. They sound rawer, yet 
always exuberantly together. 

JAMES HUNTER 

DOWNLOAD: “Taboo,” “Everybody's 
Everything" 


RICHARD THOMPSON 


RT: THE LIFE AND MUSIC OF 
RICHARD THOMPSON OOo 


Enduring, grimly funny British folkie 
gets a big box that suits his improvi- 
sational thrills 


Five CDs of alternate versions, 
extended live “workouts” (as they're 
called in the liner notes) and rarities 


BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
BORN TO RUN (30TH ANNIV. ED. ) 


made a masterpiece—and with new 
bonus DVDs, now you can watch. 


EMINAM 


EMINEM 


CURTAIN CALL: THE HITS 


Fatherhood meets fart jokes on this 
(career-capping?) best-of showcas- 
ing the two sides of Mr. Mathers. 


fervent performances—"! Feel So 
Good" is paint-stripping, "Beeswing" 
could crumble in your hand—where 
the “proper” albums can seem 
restrained and bourgeois. Even better 
than the real thing, then. 

TONY POWER 

DOWNLOAD; “1952 Vincent Black Light- 
ning," “Calvary Cross (Live)," "Madonna's 
Wedding” 
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BIG APPLE RAPPIN': THEEARLY 
DAYS OF HIP-HOP CULTURE IN 
NEW YORK CITY 1979-1982 O63 


Two CDs capture the sound of proto- 
fap pioneers waving hands in the air 
like they didn’ t care 


Geologists date these rhymes to” 

the Paleo-Old-School era: the eight- 
minute, yes-yes-y'all party jams that 
ruled New York radio before someone 
thought to edit them, add choruses 
and sell it to America as “rap.” While 
plenty informative—with routines 
later cribbed by everyone from the 
Sugar Hill Gang to Blondie to Master 
P—much here will strike non-anthro- 
pologists as corny enough to be on an 
Incredibly Strange Music compilation. 
Some flowless MCs sound like the 
label-head nieces they were; others 
bust activism as righteous as itis 
rhythmically impaired (“How we gonna 
make the black nation rise?/Agitate, 
educate, organize!"). Yet the urban 
reality that pokes through now and 
then can make even the goofiest 
party hearty, as in Spoonie Gee's 
succinct exhortation, “He pulled his 
gun but he did not shoot/So come 

on everybody let's Patty Duke!" 
Irrefutable. 

CHRIS NORRIS 

DOWNLOAD: Spyder D, “Big Apple Rappin'"; 
Spoonie Gee, “Spoonin’ Rap” 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


Cool kids, future stars, also-rans and 
other forgotten adventurers from 25 
years ago 


For a few years around 1980, the 
most exciting new rock bands in New 
York were feeding on disco, construc- 
tion-site noise and anything else 


}; THE PRODIGY LFI 


MOTT THE HOOPLE: LF 


AVENGED SEVENFOLD: KATHERINE GAINES; DENTON: JEFFREY MAYER/WIREMAAG.E COM 


that pointed away from the past. 
This compilation redraws the faded 
lines connecting the scene's no-wave 
wall-punchers (the monomaniacal 
Static, the psychotic Red Transis- 
tor) and shimmying club rats (like 
experimental dance producer Arthur 
Russell's Felix project) by way of lots 
of whacked scrap metal and detuned 


guitars. Sonic Youth are the only band 


here that got anything like famous, 
but it's amazing how many other 
participants had provocative, artsy 


careers ahead of them: filmmaker Jim 


Jarmusch, actress Ann Magnuson, 
photographer Barbara Ess and rival 
guitar-army generals Rhys Chatham 
and Glenn Branca were all among 
these novelty-crazed Downtown kids. 
DOUGLAS WOLK 

DOWNLOAD: Y Pants, “Favorite Sweater”; 
Felix, “Tigerstripes” 


Top eliminated on its 1983 megahit 
Eliminator: The ornery boogie-stomp 
backbeat, the rough-edged guitar, 
the rebel wildness. In synthesizer- 
ing their sound for MTV, the Texas 
trio shunned everything about their 
scruffily rowdy early works. Bad idea: 
Eliminator now sounds trapped in 
period goop, and these streamlined 
efforts loom as the catalogue gems. 
Both are remastered and augmented 
with three previously unissued live 
tracks—on Tres Hombres, the band's 
1973 third album, the primary new 
attraction is a surreal spin through 
“Jesus Just Left Chicago.” Fandango!, 
the half-live follow-up two years later, 
offers a “Heard It on the X" drawn 
from the same shows that yielded 
the original's gloriously unhinged 
side one. After a series of endlessly 
muffled CD transfers, Billy Gibbons's 
guitar is finally rendered in full 
barbed-wire glory. 

TOM MOON 

DOWNLOAD: “La Grange,” “Jesus Just Left 
Chicago (Live),” "Backdoor Medley” 


|LOVE THIS CD! 


JAMES DENTON 
Actor, 
Desperate Housewives 


NEIL DIAMOND 
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“My wife thinks | do a pretty good 
impersonation of him when | try to 
sing along. He's so cheesy, but you 
just gotta love Neil.” 


M. Shadows of 
Avenged Sevenfold 
reenacts his favorite 
scene from The 
Karate Kid. 
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AVENGED SEVENFOLD ARE THE BIGGEST METAL BAND IN YEARS—BUT HOW METAL ARE THEY? 


AVENGED SEVENFOLD 


9:30 CLUB 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


IN HIS CAREFULLY de-sleeved black Guns N' Roses 
T-shirt, Avenged Sevenfold frontman M. Shadows 
snaps a warning: "We're gonna take you back 10 
years, and every one of you motherfuckers better 
know this song.” The song is Pantera’s “Walk,” and it 
quickly becomes clear that many a motherfucker in 
the sold-out crowd of 900 is confused. 

Shadows isn't really mad that young fans who 
discovered his band through “Bat Country,” their 
TRL-topping winter breakthrough, aren't pouring 
out some Red Bull for Pantera guitarist “Dimebag” 
Darrell Abbott, murdered onstage by a wacko fan 
in 2004. For older folks in the balcony, with a side 
of paunch to go with their neck tats, “Walk"—which 
Shadows delivers with reverent bark—is a wink, 
telling them to ignore the band's dashes of Blood- 
hound Gang juvenilia and Primus eccentricity, not 
to mention their Métley-Criie-on-creatine look. 
Beneath the gimmickry, A7X want to be hard-rock 
torchbearers, upholders of a legacy that includes 
Iron Maiden, Metallica and the forever MIA GN'R. 

But it's been years since a heavy band that 
ignored hip-hop made an impact aboveground, so 
A7X skillfully raid several dustbins for inspiration. 
Throughout their set—and on last year’s major-label 
debut, City of Evil—they take cues from flamboy- 
ant metal, brutal hardcore and even punk. Despite 


his haggard vocals, Shadows also has a soft spot 

for wrenching heartache laments—he's a bit emo. 
“We're doing something that has already worked," 
Shadows tells us the day after the gig. “We put itina 
blender for ourselves. It's already been tested.” 

Live, A7X are too frenetic to capture the nuances 
of their more contemplative songs. The sole “slow” 
song, “| Won't See You Tonight Part 1," sits uncom- 
fortably in the middle of thrashing rants. After 
“Trashed & Scattered," A7X noodle a dozen or so 
bars of Guns N' Roses’ “Paradise City" before think- 
ing better of it. With cornucopic tattoos and prac- 
ticed snarls, they look as if they might combust, but 
true to their Orange County heritage they're crisp, 
maybe even conservative. 

For a band whose songs average about six 
minutes, the main set is oddly abbreviated, over in 
less than 45 minutes. The encore, though, begins 
languorously. "Strength of the World” opens with 
a guitar dirge that recalls Queensryche's “Silent 
Lucidity" then dips into full-on prog territory. “That's 
the Dream Theater coming out,” says Shadows the 
next day, only half joking. 

And the calm is short-lived. They close with “Bat 
Country,” a schizoid blast of boogie metal that's 
their most anomalous number. It's short, taut and 
a tease, shifting directions often enough to ensure 
that the fickle young audience pays attention. As 
the song fades out, a young girl with a disposable 
camera surfs forward over the crowd, managing to 
remain upright until she snaps one shot of the band, 
then falls safely into the arms of a waiting bouncer. 
JON CARAMANICA 
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TH E RO LLI N G STO N ES PART 2: THE’80s TO THE PRESENT 


ESSENTIAL GREAT 


EMOTIONAL RESCUE vrai, 2980 
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IN THE '600 AND '70a THEY WERE HELLIONS. NEXT, 
THEY FOUGHT, SPLIT AND GOT RICH BY JODY ROSEN 


“BY THE YEAR 2000, the Rolling Stones 

will seem to have been as cuddly as teddy 
bears," British painter Peter Blake pre- 
dicted in 1963—and 43 years, nine U.S. 
Presidents and several cultural revolutions 
later, the Stones are still around, strug- 
gling to not seem too cuddly. They've lasted long enough 

to commission a Neptunes remix of “Sympathy for the 
Devil" and watch founding bassist Bill Wyman wed his son's 
future wife's daughter (then quit the band in 1993). They've 
survived Mick Jagger's monstrous ego-trips (and more mon- 
strous solo albums), Keith Richards's epic drug intake and 
their own penchant for self-parody. Since 1980, their output 
has been infrequent—just eight studio albums in more than 
a quarter-century—and spotty at that. But they've never 
stopped playing live, and while their zillion-dollar-grossing 
megatours have earned them a reputation as rock's greedi- 
est geezers, even detractors admit they're an amazingly 
sleek and powerful live band. After all this time, these geri- 
atric teddy bears still swing fiercely. 


The '80s Rolling Stones, left 
to right: Mick Jagger, Charlie 
Watts, Ron Wood, Keith 
Richards and Bill Wyman. 
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TATTO 0 Yo U VIRGIN, 1981 


It begins with 
“Start Me Up"—the 
hit single about a 
girl so hot she'd 
“make a dead man 
cum"—whose ring- 
ing opening chords 
4 qualify as one of 
Keith Richards's great moments. The 
blast of Stones classicism sets the tone. 
After years of flirting with disco, they've 
returned to their specialties: ragged 
rock, riff-thick boogie and a slew of soul- 
style ballads, topped by the magnificent 
“Waiting on a Friend,” with a lyrical solo 
by saxophone colossus Sonny Rollins, 
who instructed Jagger to “dance out” 
the horn part he wanted in the studio. 
The last Stones album to top the U.S. 
charts, Tattoo was also their last great 
record, the one post-1980 release that 
deserves a place beside their many '60s 
and '70s masterpieces. 
Download: “Start Me Up,” “Hang Fire,” 
“Waiting on a Friend" 


FORTY LICKS viraiw, 2002 
OOOOS 


The Stones 

have been so 
promiscuous with 
compilations—to 
date, at least 19 
best-ofs—that the 
impulse is to greet 
each new one as 

a cynical cash-in. But this two-CD set, 
their first that spans all five decades, 

is the real thing. It's a collection for the 
iPod age, sequenced for optimum listen- 
ing pleasure instead of chronological 
coherence (a typical segue runs 1972's 
“Tumbling Dice" into 1983's “Under- 
cover of the Night”). It's also a provoca- 
tive exercise in canon-making that 
ignores some standards and hits in favor 
of quirky choices like the Summer of 
Love psychedelia "She's a Rainbow” and 
“Fool to Cry,” one of Jagger's tenderest 
(and most goofily over-emoted) ballads. 
Even four new tracks on disc two don't 
disrupt the flow. 

Download: “Jumpin' Jack Flash,” “Brown 
Sugar,” “Miss You” 


Leftovers from 
‘78's Some Girls— 
but a terrific grab- 
bag. Bathed in the 
mirrorball glow of 
Jagger's nights at 
Studio 54, particu- 
larly the disco title 
track, it was dismissed by stuffy Stones 
purists, but this loose-limbed album is a 
party from start to finish. 

Download: “Emotional Rescue," "She's 
So Cold," “Indian Girl" 


UNDERCOVER vircin, 1983 
OOD 


Mick wanted to 
use synthesizers; 
Keith hated them. 
That clash—plus 

the strain between 

, a cleaned-up Mick 

and a drug-addled 

Keith—broke up the 
band. First came this bleak CD, soaked 
in images of sex and corruption, whose 
icy synths proved Mick was in charge. 
Download: “Undercover of the Night,” 
“She Was Hot," “Too Much Blood" 


KEITH RICHARDS 


TALK IS CHEAP vircin, 2988 
OOOS 


“If Mick tours with 
another band, I'll 
slit his throat,” 
Keith vowed. Mick 
toured. Keith 
answered with his 
solo debut, better 

: than any Jagger 
title before or since. Keith's rickety 
vocals turned out to be compelling when 
surrounded by plus-size guitar riffs. 
Download: “Take It So Hard,” “Whip It Up" 


A BIGGER BANG view, 2005 
SOOo 


With all three origi- 
nal members past 
60, no sane person 
expected a balls-out 
Stones record. So 
these charging rock- 
ers and bottleneck 
blues came out of 
nowhere. Jagger sounds reinvigorated, 
taking swipes at Bush and belting horn- 
dog lyrics with the gusto of a 19-year-old. 
Download: “Rough Justice,” “Dangerous 
Beauty,” “Laugh, | Nearly Died” 


COM 


NG STONES RECORDS/MICHAELOCHSARCHIV 


STONES: ROLLIN 


CHECK IT OUT 


KEITH RICHARDS 


MAIN OFFENDER virain, 2992 
Od 


The writing isn’t as 
sharp as on Talk 

) Is Cheap, but the 
band move through 
Keith's slashing 
songs with force 
and swing. Bonus 
comedy points for 
“Words of Wonder,” a reggae jam where 
he sounds more stoned than any 20 
ganja-puffing Rastamen. 

Download: “Wicked As It Seems” 


MICK JAGGER 
WANDERING SPIRIT 


ATLANTIC, 1993 

GOS 

Mick's third solo is 
by far his best—for 
once he didn’t strain 
to sound hip and the 
writing is surpris- 
ingly introspective— 
the gospel-tinged 
title track is a rare 
Jagger lyric that’s more heart-on-sleeve 
than tongue-in-cheek. 

Download: “Evening Gown” 


VOODOO LOUNGE vrcin, 1994 
OOD 


Then there were 
four. Bill Wyman quit 
“aq after 30 years, and 
(9 “| the Stones made 
) their best LPina 
| decade. For the first 
time since Tattoo 
You, they weren't 
swamped in shellac: nary a synthesizer 
and plenty of raunch. Even Keith liked it. 
Download: “Sparks Will Fly” 


STRIPPED vircin, 995 
OOS 


The Stones have 
nine live albums, but 
few are worth much. 
The exception is this 
“unplugged” album, 
cut on the Voodoo 
Lounge tour. Lean- 
ing to mid-tempo 
songs, filled with acoustic guitar and 


packed with old favorites, it offers an inti- 


mate audience with a band that usually 
plays 60,000-seat football stadiums. 
Dud: a superfluous note-for-note cover 
of Dylan's “Like a Rolling Stone.” 
Download: “Angie,” "Sweet Virginia" 


BE CAREFUL 
DIRTY WORK vircin, 1986 
OO 


The cover photo 
says it all—-the band 
in garish pastels, 
like rejects ata 
Miami Vice audi- 
tion. This record 
screams ‘80s: The 
= whole thing has a 
nauseating synth patina. With less hair- 
spray, “One Hit (To the Body)” could've 
been a Stones anthem for the ages. 
Download: “One Hit (To the Body)” 


STEEL WHEELS vai, 1989 
OS 


This comeback 
after a three-year 
hiatus has a glossy 
finish, and all 

the best songs— 
including “Mixed 
Emotions,” their 
last Top 10 single— 
are up front. The tour smashed all previ- 
ous records and taught the Stones a bad 
lesson about relying on their past. 
Download: “Sad Sad Sad” 


BRIDGES TO BABYLON 


VIRGIN, 1997 


Off a fine album 
and triumphant 
tour, they get a'90s 
makeover. Problem: 
They forgot to bring 
any songs. The 
result is a snooze, 
with turgid drum 
loops and tuneless samples. On the tour, 
Paparazzi rescued Ron Wood from a 
burning yacht near Brazil. 

Download: “Anybody Seen My Baby?” 


MICK JAGGER 
GODDESS IN THE DOORWAY 


VIRGIN, 2001 
Oo 
e His fourth solo 
enlisted rock 
oc immortals (Pete 
sae Townshend, Bono), 
acolytes (Lenny 
Kravitz) and every 
whitey’s favorite 
rapper (Wyclef 
Jean). But there's something dreary 
about these derivative modern rock 
tunes: Should the singer of the Rolling 
Stones really be biting Third Eye Blind? 
Download: “Brand New Set of Rules” 


gone 


FOR FANS ONLY 


MICK JAGGER 
2 E’S THE BOSS snaaic, 1985 


~ ‘MICK sancER: Rinky-dink synths, 
squalling metal 


solos and the most 
appalling drum- 
machine sound this 


_ j side of Corey Hart— 


Jagger’s solo debut 

was awash in the 
awesomely bad sounds of mid-'80s pop. 
His goal was to declare independence 
from the Stones—“It's 1985, not 1965 
anymore,” he snipped. And Richards's 
verdict? “I told him it was dumb timing 
and not an inspired piece of work.” 
Download: “Just Another Night” 


MICK JAGGER 
ERMINE COOL arannc, 1987 


What's worse than 
a terrible '80s Mick 
Jagger solo album? 
A terrible '80s Mick 
Jagger solo album 
produced by ex- 
Eurythmics cheese- 
meister Dave 
Stewart! He swathed Jagger's songs in 
portent—booming post-U2 drums and 
delayed guitars—and Jagger played 
along, intoning trite political slogans like 
a guy who was bummed he'd missed his 
“We Are the World” guest slot. The single 
“Let's Work" may be an all-time nadir: 
tuneless dance-pop that can't decide if 
it’s a social justice anthem or an aero- 
bics jingle: “Stand tall, touch the clouds 
.../Let's work/Kill poverty.” 

Download: “Say You Will” 


pee SECURITY viecin, 1998 


Ka-ching! Another 
tour, another live 
album, another way 
to extract the hard- 
earned cash of 
Stones completists. 
The band sounds 
fine, particularly 

on chestnuts like “Memory Motel" and 
“Sister Morphine.” But did anyone really 
need somnambulant live versions of 
“Corinna,” “Thief in the Night" and other 
substandard '90s Stones tunes? What's 
the point? Did Charlie Watts need to pay 
for a kitchen renovation? Were Mick's 
alimony payments due? 

Download: "Memory Motel” 


FURTHER 
LISTENING 


BILL WYMAN 
BILL WYMAN 
ATLANTIC, 1982 
OOOd 
Surprise: Possibly 
the best Stones 
solo album—surely 
the most fun—is 
this oddball blend 
of synth-disco and 
humor. “A New 
Fashion” lampoons 
old rockers trying 
to stay hip, and in 
the bubbly Euro- 
disco hit “(Si, Si) Je 
Suis un Rock Star,” 
Wyman brags 
about his mansion 
on the Riviera. 
Download: 
“Seventeen” 


CHARLIE 
WATTS/JIM 
KELTNER 
PROJECT 

HIGHER OCTAVE, 2000 
GOOS 

Charlie Watts is 
rock's greatest 
drummer. He's also 
a huge jazzhead: 
His quirkiest solo 
LP was this collec- 
tion of tributes to 
great jazz drum- 
mers, flecked with 
samples, which 
often sounds more 
like techno. 
Download: “Kenny 
Clarke" 


FURTHER 
READING 


STONE ALONE 
BY BILL 

WYMAN WITH 
RAY COLEMAN 


DA CAPO 1997 
(ORIGINALLY 
PUBLISHED 1990) 


Sooo 


The quiet Stone 
tells the whole 
squalid, glamorous 
story: the scrappy 
beginnings, the 
groupies and drug 
busts, the feuds 
and reconciliations. 
Wyman was left 
out of the Stones’ 
coffee-table 
memoir, Accord- 
ing to the Rolling 
Stones; his far 
less splashy book 
is more revealing, 
and a better read. 
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Natalie Portman 
begs Jack White to 


let her play drums. 


MASKED AND ANONYMOUS 


A (LITERALLY) EXPLOSIVE NEW THRILLER FROM THE WACHOWSKI BROTHERS MAKES OTHER 
RECENT POLITICAL FLICKS SEEM LIKE LAME DUCKS BY CLARK COLLIS 


THAT RECENT POLITICAL dramas 
(and new DVD releases) Syriana 
and Good Night, and Good Luck 
didn’t really ruffle any feath- 

ers isn't, in retrospect, much of 
a surprise. Although both were 
fine films, they preached largely 
to the blue-state-dwelling, Daily 
Show-watching converted rather 
than the megaplex-frequenting 
masses. Moreover, what they 
preached was hardly revelatory— 
oil companies, it turns out, are 
greedy, and Joe McCarthy wasn't 
such a great guy either. 

V FOR VENDETTA, on the 
other hand, should prove to be 
the real controversy-provoking, 
Bill O'Reilly-baiting deal. This is 
in part because it features the 
incendiary message that bad 
governments should be removed 
by, well, incendiaries, and in part 
because the movie seeks to 
preach that message to people 
who like seeing baddies beaten 
up, stuff blown up and Natalie 
Portman merely showing up. In 
short, just about everyone. 

Penned and co-produced by 
Matrix creators the Wachowski 
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brothers, V for Vendetta is an 
adaptation of the cult graphic 
novel by comics legend Alan 
Moore (The League of Extraor- 
dinary Gentlemen, Watchmen). 
Set in a near-future London, the 
story hinges around V (played by 
Hugo Weaving), a masked, knife- 
wielding terrorist who sets about 
destabilizing the British govern- 
ment by transforming assorted 
beloved architectural landmarks 
into rubble. Along the way he 
enlists the help of a young woman, 


Evey (Natalie Portman), whom he 
later tortures. The twist? V is the 
good guy, a bona fide superhero 
whose actions are justified, Moore 
makes clear, as long as they result 
in the removal of an even more 
brutal regime. 

True, it is possible that some- 
one, somewhere will enjoy the 
result without considering the 
wider issues involved. The movie 
is not short on spectacular action, 
with the climactic knives-versus- 
guns showdown between V and 


THE EXCITED-O-METER 


COMING ATTRACTIONS, ACCORDING TO OUR GUESSTIMATION 


EXCITED - > EXCITED-ISH => NOT SO MUCH © @ 
SLITHER AWESOME; | FUCKIN’ THE SHAGGY DOG 

The population of asmall SHOT THAT Tim Allen plays a man 
town discovers that the Shot by 50 camera- who occasionally turns 


small red things crawling 
around their burg are 
flesh-mutating monsters 
and not, as they might 
have hoped, Twizzlers. 


wielding fans at Madison 
Square Garden in 2004, 
this film captures the 
thrilling ups and |-think- 
I'll-visit-the-restroom- 
during-this-song downs 


into a dog—which is 
harder to make jokes 
about than if he occa- 
sionally turned into a 
big fat turkey, but not 
by much. 


of the Beastie Boys live 


experience. 


chief government goon Tim 
Pigott-Smith every bit as exciting, 
and wittier, than anything in the 
Matrix trilogy. Hugo Weaving also 
deserves some sort of award for 
giving a human face to not just 
a terrorist but one who literally 
doesn't have a face. And any film 
that features the destruction of 
large buildings in a Western city is 
bound to provoke discourse after 
9/11, not to mention the London 
bombings of last year, but the 
movie also presses a variety of 
other contemporary hot-button 
topics such as government- 
endorsed torture and surveillance. 
It is also, unlike, say, Syriana, 
happy to place the blame for the 
endangered state of the world 
where it belongs: on us. Indeed, 
the film's ultimate message is not 
that we, the people, should blow 
up tyrannical regimes but that we 
should ensure they do not become 
tyrannical in the first place. 

You will look in vain for 
Alan Moore's name in the V for 
Vendetta credits—the writer was 
so burned by previous big-screen 
adaptations of his work (Constan- 


| 


URES 


ERA: KEVIN MAZUR/WIREIMAGE.COM; VAN ZANDT: PALM PIC 


R BROS, ENTERTAINMENT INC.; HOSTEL: RICO TORRES; ARISTOCRATS: COURTESY THINKFILM; CABRES 


ALL THE PRESIDENT'S MEN: WARN 


' 


THE GUIDE 


) Jatie a] _# Redford and Hoffman: 
iy 


i Surprisingly, they're 
both standing. 


at 


tine, to name one) that he no 
longer wishes to be associated 
with Hollywood in any fashion. 
Moore is fond of quoting novelist 
Raymond Chandler, who, when 
asked what he thought about how 
Tinseltown had ruined his books, 
pointed to his tome-laden shelves 
and declared, “Look, they're 
there—they're fine.” But the truth 
is that Chandler has been treated 
well over time by Hollywood. Now 
the excellent BRICK relocates 
wholesale the seedy femmes 
fatales and underworld kingpins 
popularized by writers like Chan- 
dler and Dashiell Hammett to a 
contemporary SoCal high school. 
And, unlike the TV show Veronica 
Mars, which sounds similar on 
paper, this debut from director 
Rian Johnson is suffused with a 
decidedly downbeat vibe, helped 
by a superb central performance 
by Joseph Gordon-Levitt as the 
relentless teen gumshoe inves- 
tigating the disappearance of 

a former girlfriend. Best of all, 
perhaps, is the film's highly styl- 
ized, rat-a-tat dialogue, which 
finds, for example, one femme 
fatale demanding of our hero, “Do 
you trust me now?" only to be 
informed, “Less than when | didn't 
trust you before.” 

Finally, February saw a two- 
disc DVD reissue of Alan J. Paku- 
la's superlative 1976 conspiracy 
thriller 

‘MEN, boasting Robert Redford's 
first-ever commentary. The film 
itself features both Redford and 
Dustin Hoffman giving perhaps 
the greatest performances of 
their careers as Bob Woodward 
and Carl Bernstein, respectively, 
real-life journalists uncovering 
the Watergate scandal. It's just a 
shame that the film's villains—a 
Republican administration indulg- 
ing in questionable tactics while 
fighting an unpopular foreign 
war—make the whole thing seem 
so dated and far-fetched. 


The best movies 
and DVDs of the 
past months 


HOSTEL 

Come to Slovakia 
for the women—stay 
for the torture and 
castration. 


THE 
ARISTOCRATS 
One joke. 100 
comedians. Every 
swear word ever. 


LAST GOOD 
MOVIE YOU SAW? 
RYAN CABRERA 
POP SINGER 


“The 40-Year-Old 
Virgin. Steve Carrell 
makes me laugh so 
hard. | got a lot of tips 


on how to pick up girls.” 


Townes Van Zandt: 
No, he wasn’t in 
Skynyrd. 


TOWNES WITHOUT PITY 


A DEVASTATING NEW DOCUMENTARY CHRONICLES THE SAD, SHORT 
LIFE OF A REVERED SONGWRITER BY CLARK COLLIS 


BE HERE TO LOVE ME: A FILM 
ABOUT TOWNES VAN ZANDT 


TOWNES VAN ZANDT once predicted 
that his life would run out before his 
work did, and the much-covered coun- 
try tunesmith was proved right in 1997 
when he died from a heart attack at 
the age of just 52. But then, given that 
this is the guy who once had to have 
most of his teeth smashed out with a 
ball-peen hammer after his jaws locked 
together in a bizarre glue-sniffing ac- 
cident, there was never much chance 


THE BEST OF THE REST 


of him being called a liar on that 

score. Margaret Brown's three-hankie 
documentary unsparingly examines the 
booze-guzzling, heroin-abusing Russian 
roulette-playing car crash that was Van 
Zandt's life and the destructive results 
his wayward habits had on his career, 
friends and, most heartbreakingly, off- 
spring. That his “work” was of the very 
highest order, however, is confirmed by 
both the performance footage included 
and testimonials from better-known 
acolytes Willie Nelson, Kris Kristof- 
ferson, Steve Earle and—fulfilling the 
federal requirement that every rock doc 
feature at least one member of Sonic 
Youth—drummer Steve Shelley. 


BLOC PARTY 
GOD BLESS BLOC 
PARTY 


VICE 
500 


In the live footage shot 
during a two-night stint 
at the El Rey in L.A. last 
year, England's Bloc 
Party play frantic dance- 
punk. But the offstage 
material shows them 

to be evasive of even 
the most rudimentary 
interview questions. 


SASHA AND JOHN 
DIGWEED 

DELTA HEAVY 
INTERSCOPE 

ooo0o 


Named for the mo- 
ment a DJ's set hits 

its crescendo, this 

DVD exhaustively and 
intimately documents 
electronica titans Sasha 
and Digweed's spring 
2002 tour. No aspect of 
the intricate stage show 
goes unexamined. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
THE OLD GREY 
WHISTLE TEST, VOL.2 
BBC VIDEO 

ooo 


This wide-ranging 
second volume of 
performances from the 
U.K.'s premier live music 
show between 1971 

and 1986 features the 
acoustic stylings of Log- 
gins & Messina and punk 
sirens Siouxsie and the 
Banshees. LAUREN HARRIS 
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FAMILY AFFAIR 


IN PERHAPS THE MOST AMBITIOUS ATTEMPT AT A MOVIE-TO-VIDEOGAME ADAPTATION YET, 
EA'S GODFATHER TAKES THE CANNOLI BY LIBE GOAD 


THE GODFATHER: 
THEGAME 


EA GAMES, PC, PS2, PSP, 360, XBOX 
o 


NO MATTER HOW good your Don 
Corleone impression may be, 
no one does a better Marlon 
Brando than the late actor 
himself, who seemingly spent 
his final years parodying his 
younger roles, in between trays 
of cheeseburgers. Fitting then 
that one of Brando's last gigs 
was to provide the voice for his 


most famous character in the 
long-awaited Godfather game. 
Other familiar faces pop in 
along the way, yet the game has 
more to it than just nostalgic 
mimicry. In a plot that roughly 
parallels Francis Ford Coppola's 
beloved first Godfather film, 
you play a would-be gangster 
attempting to win the respect 
of the Corleones by complet- 
ing missions in a free-roaming, 
Grand Theft Auto-style 
New York, circa 1945, lushly 
designed to match the look 
of the movies. Besides the 


GIZMO OF THE MONTH 


ALL THE CARDIOVASCULAR BENEFITS OF EXERCISE, WITH NONE OF 


THE GOING OUTSIDE! 


“You come to my house 
on the day my daughter 
is to be married, and 
you offer me these 
low-calorie ladyfingers?” 


requisite tommy-gunplay, not- 
yet-made men can deliver a 
satisfying knuckle sandwich by 
holding down the controller's 
right trigger and using the right 
analog stick to deliver the blows. 
(Players hoping to send Part 
II's Sofia Coppola to her bloody 
demise may be disappointed.) 
But wanton violence will only 
bring disrespect to the Family 
as you rise through the ranks, 
so strategize carefully—get too 
reckless, and Sonny, Fredo and 
Mikey will size you up for a pair 
of cement loafers. 


cae] 


TimeShift 


The third chapter in the venerable 
boxing franchise looks fine on PS2 
and the original Xbox, but the next- 
gen Xbox 360 version must be seen 
to be believed. There are no health 
bars or on-screen timers to distract 
from the sweat and blood that flies 
off these pixelated pugilists. Real-life 
contenders like Joe Frazier, Bernard 
Hopkins and Roy Jones Jr. return to 
the ring, and the no-nonsense brutal- 
ity is enough to make other boxing 
games throw in the towel. 


TIMESHIFT 


ATARI, PC, 360, XB0. 


Back to the Future's got nothing on 
this trigger-happy time-traveling 
saga. Foregoing the traditional first- 
person-shooter formula, TimeShift 
lets you reverse, slow and stop time 
during combat, giving you a solid 
upper hand against foes. Then start 
time again, and watch the confused 
looks as you send them to the 
hereafter. Yay, gimmicks! 


MLB'OGTHESHOW 


SCEA, PS2, PSP_ 


Skip the batting cages and head 


THE POWERGRID FITNESS trainer bolted to a plastic seat Sweatin’ to the 
E that works with most Xbox,PS2 _ oldies ... like directly to the big leagues in the 
= and Gamecube games. Want acer latest take on America's favorite 


GAMERS TIRED OF perpetuating 
the tubby, dateless, live-in- 
Mom's-basement vibe can turn 
to this exercise machine for 

a low-impact yet oddly effec- 
tive way to get physical. This 
revolutionary aerobic gizmo is 

a kind of joystick/resistance 
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to move forward? Push on the 
controller. Lean left or right to 
turn, and pump up the resis- 
tance for a calorie-burning work- 
out while careening through a 
few levels of Need for Speed. 
The best part: Canceling that 
gym membership frees up cash 
for more Doritos! 


steroid-enhanced pastime. The stan- 
dard franchise and career-play modes 
are intact, with even more frighten- 
ingly realistic graphics, but the new 
King of the Diamond mode makes 
this the MVP of hardball video games. 
Like playing stickball in the backyard, 
it's pitcher vs. batter—each person 
gets two minutes to strut their stuff 
at the plate. 


Ss 


POWERGRID FITNE: 


BROWN: CLAY PATRICK MCBRIDE; BOW WOW: MICHAEL LOCCISANO/FILMMMAGIC.COM 


Some music games force players to 
jump around on plastic floor mats; 
others strap wannabes to plastic 
guitars. Beatmania, long an arcade 
hit in Japan, controls the game from 
a custom turntable controller that 
could double as Fisher-Price’s My 
First Wheels of Steel. Familiar rhythm- 
matching ensues, and the game is 

a sure party hit, although spinning 
videogame theme songs and generic 
tracks won't really endear you to the 
club crowd. An interesting idea, but 
without a real soundtrack, it'll get 
old fast. 


The closest you can get to a Jerry 
Bruckheimer movie, right down to 

the deafening explosions and lack of 
credible dialogue, this eagerly awaited 
first-person shooter is a series of 
over-the-top gun battles, as a secret 


tive time-waster. 


Use freaky fish to construct plinky = 
underwater music tracks in this addic- 


> = 
Metal Gear Solid 3 


squad of U.S. troops engages in 
clandestine skirmishes that will wear 
out your trigger finger. Massively 
destructible environments showcase 
the incredibly realistic graphics, as 
well as the shoddy contracting work in 
Eastern European countries. 


METAL GEAR SOLID 3: 
SUBSISTENCE 


000 


Metal Gear Solid 3: Snake Eater, origi- 


nally released in 2004, gets remixed 
and remade with a new online mode 
and a boatload of extras. This time, 
the classic stealth action of the Metal 
Gear series follows super spy Solid 
Snake into the jungles of the Soviet 
Union for hours of ninja-like sneak- 
ing, copious neck-breaking and a 
more daring diet than an average 
Fear Factor episode. As if that's not 
enough mayhem, two DVDs of bonus 
material keep the somewhat creepy 
fun going long after sneaky Snake 
has snuck away. Watch bonus footage 
from two previous incarnations edited 
together in movie form. 


BLENDER APPROVED 


THE BEST GAMES FROM THE PAST MONTHS 


? not to shout “Tango down!" while play- 
? ing in the airport. 


Big skirmishes on the small screen. Try 


. =a 


GEEH FILES 


THE GODFATHER // TIMESHIFT wea ceansouis | | 


THE KIDS TODAY LOVE THEM SOME VIDEOGAMES, AND TEEN- 
AGE R&B SENSATION CHRIS BROWN IS NO EXCEPTION. THE 
16-YEAR-OLD “RUN IT” PHENOM LETS HIS DWEEB FLAG FLY 


LAST GOOD GAME PLAYED 

True Crime: New York City. | liked 
the L.A. one because you could 
play as Snoop, but True Crime 2 is 
better because I've been living in 
New York for two years. The game 
is a lot easier when you see the 
exact street and you're like, “Oh! 
That's right there!” 


POST-SHOW PASTIME: GAMES OR 
GROUPIES 

After a show I'd probably play a 
boxing game, like Fight Night. If 
your show was bad, you can play 
this and take out a lot of anger. 


MOST CONSECUTIVE HOURS 
SPENT PLAYING 

Thirteen, probably. | was 
playing Metal Gear Solid 
3: Snake Eater, and 
| kept losing on a 
part where | had 

to kill a sniper. It 
took me three 
hours. | returned 
the game to get 
my money back. 
After you beat it, you 
don't want to play it 
no more. 


Bow Wow 
wants you... 
to help him fix 
his zipper. 


GEEKINESS SCALE, FROM 1 TO 10 
I'd probably be a seven. I'm a 
gamehead, but I'm not a really 
geeky gamehead. 


A CHRIS BROWN VIDEOGAME WOULD 
BE LIKE 


| like a lot of violence in video- 
games. So mine would be a fight- 
ing game—you would be a super- 
hero, but your fighting style would 
be how you dance, like capoeira. 


GAMING RIVALS 
Usually it's me just playing against 
my dancers. They beat me a 

lot, especially in boxing. But 
| just practiced and prac- 
ticed and I'm undefeated 
now. I'd like to challenge 

Bow Wow to NBA Live 
‘06. | haven't played 

~ him before, but | 

-», hear he's nice. 


HOT TIPS 

If you really want 
to make a game 

easy, go to cheatcodes. 

com—they've got lots of 

cheat codes. 


GABE SORIA 
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TURN-ONS: AMBIEN. RACIST JOKES. 80-YEAR-OLDS. TURN-OFFS: 
CRYSTAL METH. SHAKING HANDS. THE MUSIC INDUSTRY. BOB 
RITCHIE ANSWERS THE QUESTION ... 


BY ROB TANNENBAUM 
PHOTOGRAPH BY KENNETH CAPPELLO 


WHO DOES kK] D RO CK THINK HE 1S? 


LET'S START BY TALKING ABOUT YOUR 
SELF-PORTRAIT. IT'S VERY DETAILED. 


| drew my head coming out of 

a musical note, because | love 
music. | drew rain and dark clouds 
and lightning, because it's a dark 
day for music right now. That's 
why I'm giving the music industry 
the finger. | drew the devil on my 
shoulder because every time | 


make a decision he's always there. 


And I'm sporting my cross and my 
MADE IN DETROIT Shirt. 

SO WHO HAS MORE INFLUENCE ON 
YOUR LIFE, GOD OR SATAN? 
Definitely the Lord, until the sun 
goes down. [Laughs] I'm really 
not that bad a person. It's not in 
my nature to hurt others. But | do 
like to have a really good time. | 
don't think that's any secret. I'll 
go anywhere in this world, with no 
security. If people want a picture, 
that's cool. Though if I'm eating 
dinner, | get a little freaked out 
about shaking hands-—I got a little 
sanitary thing. I'm kind of a weirdo 
like that. 

FROM 1 TO 10, WITH 10 BEING THE 
BIGGEST— 

Oh, mine’s a 10. 

SURE IT IS. ON THAT SCALE, HOW 


GENEROUS, HONEST AND GOOD- 
LOOKING ARE YOU? 


Ten for generous. Ten for honest. 9" 


Oh, dude, I'm not stupid. | yf 


Five for good-looking 
ONLY A FIVE? 


I'm not getting girls off my looks, 
THEN HOW ARE YOU GETTING GIRLS? 
Because I've sold 20 million 
records. When I'd sold 50,000 
records | was fucking fat chicks id 


Virginia. | look in the mirror ne , 


| brush my teeth, | know what | 
look like. 


SELLING 20 MILLION RECORDS bias 4 ee 


YOU BETTER-LOOKING? 
Fuck yeah it did. Check me out 
I'm Elvis now. 


WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE LEGAL DRUG? , 


Ambien is fun. | sprinkle that on 
my cereal, kind of like sugar. ees 
sweeping the nation. iy 


KIND OF LIKE CRYSTAL METH? 


Oh, that shit's bad news. Smoke nig 
a joint, but crystal meth is bad ast 


news, kids. 
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WHAT'S YOUR ASTROLOGICAL SIGN, 
AND WHAT DOES IT SAY ABOUT YOU? 


Capricorn. It's one of those things 
you listen to when a girl's explain- 
ing it, ‘cause you think you might 
get laid. | just nod, like, “Wow! No 
kidding? God, is it hot in here?” 
WHAT ETHNIC STEREOTYPE DO: YOU 
LIVE UP TO? 

I'm part Irish and [ike to drink. If 
someone's disrespectful, I'm not 
afraid to fight. | love stereotypes, 


think they're great. Love racist. 9ther-Galm: down-ttove-you; 
don't | have to walk around holding 


jokes, too, all that shit. | think we 
gotta learn to laugh at it more. 
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alten 


WHAT ARE YOU LIKE WHEN YOU'RE 
DRUNK? 


I've been an asshole drunk plenty 
of times, but for the most part 
I'm a happy drunk. 


DO YOU GET SENTIMENTAL? 
Not at all. I've got a problem in 


the sentimental department. I've 


been working on that for years. 
It's like, “Why won't you hold n 
hand?” Come on, | got a beer - 


DO WOMEN GO FOR THAT 
EXPLANATION? 


Oh, they hate it. Guess who's 
single! [Laughs] 
HOW WOULD YOU CHARACTERIZE 
YOUR TASTE IN SEX? 
My actual taste? Like, butter- 

_ scotch or something? 

___NO, IT'S NOT A QUESTION ABOUT 

You 
_ LIKE IN BED? WHAT DO YOU ENJOY? 


in this hand and popcornin the - sais 8 to 80, dumb, evens and 


your hand all day. 


HAVE YC You EVERSAID ONSTAGE, 

“CLEVELAND, ARE YOU READY TO 

ROCK?" 

Oh, | say that in every city. Are 

you kidding me? If you come to 
see me, you're getting the full 
package: fire, girls, “Are you ready 
to rock?", “Turn it up." You're 
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READ THIS BOOK. 
THEN WRITE YOUR 
OWN STORY. 
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The Ultimate Sound Experience 


Get your iGroove on. Standalone, compact and wicked stylish, the two channel, two-way iGroove” delivers classic 


Klipsch power, detail and emotion everywhere you need it Accepts all iPods and most other digital music players 
Accept nothing less, See your Klipsch retailer or Klipsch.com 
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Looking for a ride with a planet-friendly vibe? 


f Check out the all-new, Ultra-Low-Emission 
| ae gas/electric Civic Hybrid. 
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This year, the hands-down-choice band for March 23 Fresno, CA Aprit14 — Gainesville, FL May 04 Detroit, MI 
i ee eT . 7 March 24 Sacramento, CA April 15 Atlanta, GA May 06 Chicago, IL 
. . the paSnids ini Tourwas The BlackEyedPeas. yo. Reno,NV April 18 Cary,NC = May07 St. Paul, MN 
‘Their funky style and off-the-hook energy are a March26 San Diego, CA April21 New York, NY May 12 Oakland,CA 
perfect match for the 2006 Civic, redesigned with more March 28 Los Angeles, CA April 22 Columbia, MD May 14 Portland, OR 
init f d flat tfunth A March’'29? Los Angeles, CA April 23 Camden, NJ May 15 Everett, WA 
Spirit, performance savvy and tlat-out tun than ever. AS March31 Phoenix, AZ April25  Amherst,MA = May16~—Ss Spokane, WA 
part of the tour, The Peas got to add their unique flair to Aprit 07 Dallas, TX Aprit 26 Fairfield, CT May 19 Boise, ID 
a shiny new Civic Hybrid. To view their customized ride Aprit 08 Houston, TX April 28 Verona, NY May 20 Salt Lake City, UT 
; , are f Aprit09 San Antonio, TX April 29 Boston, MA May 21 Denver, CO 
and get info on.when The Peas will be driving their groove April 11 Tampa, FL April 30. State College, PA 


to your town, go’to hondacivictour.com. Aprit 13 Sunrise, FL May 02 Columbus, OH 


